
Photos & AGM Minutes.   Final  Newsletter of the Association. 

The Last International Reunion of the Filby Association 

was held at All Saints Church, Filby, Norfolk, England, 

on the weekend of 11th & 12th August, 2018. 

It is hoped that in the coming years volunteers will step forward and organise another reunion, 

but until then, this will be the last organised by the current Officers of the Association. 

Information can be found on our website www.filby.org which will continue to be updated by 

me. If you want copies of any photos or need contact – email me: marion.filby@hotmail.com 

Here is how our amazing weekend unfolded. 

Saturday: Our boat trip along the Broads on the Mississippi paddleboat, Southern 

Comfort. 

 

There were 69 guests attended on Saturday, many had travelled from Australia, Canada, 

Sweden, and the USA to be with those of us from England. Whilst there were lots of people on 

the sun deck some chose to sit in the bar below. We were blessed with sunshine throughout our 

weekend. A buffet lunch was served to everyone during the two-hour cruise, which was very 

well received. A commentary about the surrounding countryside was given throughout, which 

many of our overseas visitors appreciated as it told some local history as well as points of 

nature. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.filby.org/
mailto:marion.filby@hotmail.com


Saturday Evening: 50th Anniversary Celebration Dinner at Filby Bridge Restaurant. 

Everyone dressed for the occasion and were seated at tables of seven or eight, depending on 

friends and family numbers. The room was decked with golden balloons marking our 50 years 

as an Association. The meals had been pre-ordered and before serving commenced a welcome 

to everyone came from Marion Filby and was followed by grace from Trish Durdan (Church 

Warden). Several of the village congregation joined in our celebration. 

A selection of guests seated at tables. 

 

 

 

                  Tara Filby, Melanie Battell and Alan V Filby. 



A short after dinner speech from our Manager, Alan W Filby, who pleased everyone by 

presenting each family with a framed embroidered Coat of Arms, with choice of either red or 

blue mounting to match the embroidery - and their room décor!  

We have a few remaining in red only - On sale through me at £15 +p.p. (email to order) 

 

Our USA guest on the right, brother of our 

Manager, Professor Ivan Filby. Both are sons 

of Mary Filby our last Late President on 

board below. 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the display boards in church, showing   

our Founder Members - Ellsworth Filby, Mary 

Filby and Frederick N Filby. 

 

From left: Darryl Philbey, Garth Hunt and Andrew Philbey, all of Australia, proudly showing their Coat of Arms. 



Sunday Morning 11.00am The Filby Association AGM. 

The AGM was held in church where those attending could sit comfortably to participate in 

discussions relating to our future plans. Minutes of the AGM can be found on our website and 

are also added at the end of this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right; Alan V Filby (Deputy Manager) Alan W Filby (Manager) Marion Filby (Secretary) Alan 

Starkey (Tree Manager). 

 

The AGM was followed by a buffet lunch in the church where over 75 guests attended, 

including the Reverend Murray Hall and Mrs Hall. Reverend Murray followed Canon Michael 

Sexton who took our first service in 1969. Unfortunately, due to his health, Canon and Mrs 

Sexton were unable to join us at the last minute, both are in their 90s.  The celebration cake 

was a gift from the church and Marion Filby cut it before serving to guests. 



After lunch group photographs were taken:   Almost everyone managed to get on this picture.   

The Battells are UK / Canadian Filby descendants.  Australian Philbys and Canadian Filbys. 

 

Ed, Diane and Cara Filby (Canada)   The Australian Philbys with Marion  

with Alan V Filby and Marion.                      and Alan W Filby (Manager)  

 

  The Filbey family from Sweden: 

 Derek Filbey (on right) and his family.  

 

Centre front with Marion Filby is Derek’s daughter 

Emma. Her brother, Peter and her daughters, Mathilda 

and Norah are to the left of Marion. Behind is Alan W 

Filby (Manager) On the right are Derek and Emma’s 

husband, Dan. 



The Filby Association presented a cheque to All Saints Church. 

The Cheque value £5,949.82 was presented by Alan W Filby 

(manager) to Martin Moore, who had been Church Warden for 

many years during the Associations 50 years. 

The money paid for ceramic heaters to the North and South 

Aisles that had been installed earlier so that we would be able 

to experience it during our visit. 

The church had two plaques made that are attached to the pillars 

in both aisles to commemorate our gift.  

The 2.30pm service was taken by Reverend Charles Powles, who attended as guest with his wife Doreen. 

During the service Trish Durdan, (Church Warden) and Tara Filby 

took prayers. 

Caroline Dinsdale (Nee Filby) did the Reading. 

We held a Renewal of Vows ceremony by special request from our 

Australian visitors, Andrew and Michelle Philbey, which was a delight 

to see and there was much celebration to follow. 

Joyful singing of hymns filled the church and The Filby Hymn will 

hopefully be sung again in the not-too-distant future. 

After the service everyone mingled over coffee and cake. The Filby 

book-stand will remain in the church for all visitors to see. It now has 

our Book of Remembrance, The Filby DNA Project and a full 

Database of Filby Trees.  I am sure that the Church will ensure that all 

our work remains on site for future Filbys to review. 

Thanks were given to all involved on our behalf over the years at 

church. It was, as they say, a great weekend to round off our 

Association visits to All Saints Church, Filby in Norfolk.  

Regards to all, Marion . 


