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Dear Friends, 
  
 It is with great regret that I have to begin my letter this year with the sad news that our 
Honorary President, Mary Filby, has recently died. Her passing is a great loss to her family, 
The Filby Association, the Executive Officers, and to all Members world-wide who she 
looked upon as her close friends and extended family. 
 
Obituary: 
Mrs Mary Elizabeth Filby. 
The funeral of Mary Filby, who died aged 80 years on 19th June, 2013, at The Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, King’s Lynn, took place on Friday 5th July at St Mary’s Church, Bexwell, 
Norfolk, followed by cremation at Mintlyn.   

Mary was born to Charles and Ada Day on 27th May, 1933. She grew up in Downham 
Market with her parents and older sister, Freda (Hodgson).  She was an active member of St. 
Edmund’s Church Choir and the British Red Cross in Downham Market. She worked at John 
Lee Bennett & Son Ltd in Downham Market for ten years prior to her marriage to the ‘boy 
next door.’ 

She was married to Leonard William Richard Filby on 30th March, 1959. They lived 
their married lives at Mount Street, King’s Lynn, until Leonard’s retirement in the late 1980s, 
whereupon they moved to Leonard’s family home in Downham Market.   

Mary worked as a stay-at-home-mum while her sons were young.  However, when 
they were both in secondary school she worked first part-time and later full time for a variety 
of firms, including Beloe and Stavely Solicitors, P.T Ryan Solicitors and for the Borough of 
King’s Lynn and West Norfolk District Council. 

Mary was a founder member of the Filby Association, a genealogical society of people 
with the surname of Filby who were interested in researching their family trees. She was the 
secretary / manager of the Association for many years, and in latter years, the honorary 
president.  She regularly attended reunions at the village of Filby in Norfolk and made many 
worldwide friends through this. 

Mary spent her life caring for others.  She nursed her late husband who struggled with 
Parkinson’s Disease during the latter stages of his life; her mother and mother-in-law; and she 
cared for countless people through her involvement in the British Red Cross; and fundraising 
for St. James School; the 2nd King’s Lynn Cub Scouts, both in King’s Lynn and St. Mary’s 
Church, Bexwell.  In the latter part of her life her own health deteriorated and she became a 
resident at Downham Grange where she lived happily until just before her death. 

She is survived by two sons Alan (Wife Jackie and sons Colin and Neil) and Ivan 
(Wife Kathie and children Samuel and Katie).  She followed both of their careers closely and 
showed great pride in their accomplishments. 

 



A letter from Alan W Filby reads: 
As many of you will know, sadly, Mary, my mother, passed away in June this year. 
One of the tasks following this is to sort through her things, which brings back many good 
memories. 
 
Looking through one of her albums I 
found this photograph. 
 
It shows my brother, Ivan and myself in 
the foreground. I guess that I was about 7 
years old at the time and as you can see 
we were pretty natty dressers. 
 
In the background is Ellsworth Filby in 
the centre, my father Leonard Filby on the 
right and Ellsworth’s wife, Marion, on the 
left, although unfortunately she has been 
cut in half. 
 
My mother would have taken the 
photograph. We had one of the old Kodak 
Box Brownie cameras, so photographing 
anything was always considered to be an 
achievement, although sometimes people 
did get cut in half! 
 

The Filby Association is the reason how we got to meet Ellsworth and Marion, and my parents 
made many wonderful friends through their involvement with the Association. 
 
The photograph shows the adults looking at us younger ones and the thought struck me that with 
my mother’s passing, all of the original founder members of the Filby Association have now left 
us and are probably ‘looking on’ to see what we will do.  
 
I want to see the Association continue and have advised Jim, Alan and Marion, that I want to 
help in some way. The Association does need more new people getting involved and I would 
urge anyone interested to consider helping in any way possible. 

Alan Filby
 
 
From Your Managers Keyboard ~ Jim Filby 

I always  start by  saying a “big  thank you”  to all our members and  friends  for  their 
support whilst welcoming any new members to our large, extended, world‐wide family; this 
year  it must be an even  “Bigger Thank You”  to everyone  for making our  reunion a great 
success.  I must  also  say  the  same  to  our  hard working Officers,  especially  our  Executive 
Officers, without whose hard work and dedication The Filby Association would not be what it 
is today. 

    I  had  the  unenviable  task  of  announcing  the  recent  death  of  our  President, Mary 
Filby, who passed away on the 19th June, and was the  last of our three Founder Members. 
Her funeral was held on Saturday, 6th July. On Sunday, her son, Alan, joined us at church for 
our Triennial Reunion and in spite of our loss we managed to enjoy the occasion; I am sure 



Mary would have wanted it this way. We are hoping to purchase a park bench in memory of 
Mary to be situated alongside those of Ellsworth Filby and Fred Filby at Filby village. 

    This year’s reunion was truly an International Event when many members and friends 
joined us from Australia, Canada and the USA, along with all those from the UK. There were 
36 of us at  the Meet & Greet dinner on Saturday evening at  the Bridge  Inn, Acle,  then on 
Sunday  morning  we  had  40  attend  the  AGM  with  7  apologies,  and  even  more  people 
attended the church service at 2.30 in the afternoon. 

    During our AGM we asked for volunteers to come forward to ease our workload, and 
I am very happy to announce that: C14 ‐ Alan Filby from Derby, has offered to take over as 
our Treasurer, and C13 ‐ Adam Barker from Leicester, has offered to take over as our Web 
Master. We welcome both of them to our team, and  I am sure they will bring a breath of 
fresh  air  to  us  old  fogeys.  However,  even  with  these  two  people  joining  us  we  still 
desperately need more volunteers  to  lighten  the  load, so  if anyone  is willing please get  in 
touch. 

    We all enjoyed an excellent  lunch, which was kindly prepared by the  ladies of Filby 
church, and was an opportunity  for all our guests to socialise. Many  found that they were 
related by the same family tree and were pleased to meet their new extended relatives. 

    Following on from lunch, Marion gave an informative PowerPoint Presentation of our 
DNA Project explaining the results we had obtained to date and how these had helped in our 
genealogical research.  It resulted  in being a very  interesting slide show with a  further  two 
more male volunteers (a Filby and a Philbey) coming forward to take their Y‐DNA37 test. 

    Our Family Service was taken by the Rev. Graham Steel, and readings were given by 
guests, Jessica Filbey from the USA and Glennis Philbey from Australia. Bob Filby gave thanks 
to the Association for their continued work and reminded us that his brother, the late Fred 
Filby, had been a Founder Member and would have been very proud.  

    Throughout  the  day  Christine  Starkey  kindly  volunteered  to  look  after  the  sale  of 
Association  goods,  which  are  also  available  from  our  web  site,  and  am  pleased  to  say 
resulted  in  sales of £313.50.    I will be  re‐ordering badges and will make  further DVD’s as 
required. Our Officers  and  Executive Officers  had  a  very  busy weekend,  but  it was most 
rewarding as everyone expressed how enjoyable it had been.  
                      jim@filby.org 
 

Photographs of our Weekend at Filby in Norfolk, England. 
 

The Group Photo on Sunday, 7th July, 2013. 
 

 
 

The weather was very kind to us and we had brilliant sunshine throughout. 
 



Our Australian “Philbey” Visitors 

 
From Left: Garth & Marion Philbey; Joy Hill with Lesley Lahey; and Heather L’Anson 
behind them; Susie Maluish; Marilyn & Ian Philbey; Joyce  & Graham Wearn; Glennis 
& Darryl Philbey. Susie’s partner, Des Charles stood aside, but was with group. 
 

Our Canadian “Filby descendant” visitors 

 
 

From left: Dr Adam Barker and his wife Emma Battell Lowman with 
 Joe & Kathy Barker from Ontario. 

Adam volunteered to become our Web Master following the AGM this weekend. 
 
 



Our United States of America “Filbey” visitors 

 
From left: Colleen Filbey with her daughter, Jessica Filbey, and her cousin Jonathan 

Filbey, currently at Oxford University. 
Colleen’s husband, Ray Filbey, was first to assist with transcribing our paper trees onto 

computer format for the Association in the 1990s. 
 

Some Guests at our “Meet & Greet” Dinner on Saturday Evening. 
 

 
From left; Bob and Joyce Filby from Surrey 

 with their daughter Caroline & husband, Dr Alan Dinsdale. 
Bob had the “Filby Cocktail” created for him when he was MD of Gordon’s Gin in the 

1970s – he very generously treated everyone to a taste of the cocktail after the meal.  
His late brother, Fred Filby, was one of our Founder Members. 

 
 



 

 
Front are Clive & Sue Reynolds from Norfolk, sitting next to Joyce & Graham Wearn 
from Australia, with our Tree Manager, Alan Starkey, in conversation behind Joyce. 

 

 
The Filby family from Doncaster, England, are Kath Filby sitting next to her son-in-law, 
Jon Barker & his wife Carolyn. On the right is Joanne Filby next to her dad, Ron Filby. 

 

 
Marion Philbey, wife of Garth, sitting with Des Charles, both of Australia. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joy Hill & her mother, 
Lesley Lahey from 

Australia 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Alan Filby  
    (Deputy Manager) 
With Heather L’Anson  
       from Australia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                      

Glennis & Darryl 
Philbey 

          From Australia. 
   
    

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
From left: Alan & Christine Starkey from Huddersfield, England, sitting next to 

Marilyn & Ian Philbey from Australia. 
 

Marilyn is author of the book entitled “Philbey 1852-2012, Clearing the Way for Future 
Generations,” that was presented to The Filby Association on Sunday. This book is the 

history and family tree of George & Mary Ann Philbey and their descendants. 
George was the fourth son of Nathaniel Philbey and Hannah Edmonds and was born in 

Weston Turville, Buckinghamshire, England. 
His brother, Henry, was first to emigrate on the “Sibella” in December, 1851, and was 

closely followed by George on the “Surge” in February, 1852. 
 

 
Garth Philbey presented the book to Marion Filby 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Filby (Manager) presenting a cheque to Reverend Graham Steel from  
The Filby Association to All Saints Church. They are standing at the font where a 

Memorial to our Late President, Mary Filby, was being displayed. 
 

Guests at Sunday Church Lunch 

  
Jean & Melvyn Filby from Hornchurch, Essex, England. 

 

 
Dr Ray Filby & his wife, Jean, from Warwick, England. 

 



 
Veronica Finn (nee Filby) from Gloucestershire, England, with her cousins on either 

side of her. 
 

 
From right: Vivien & Martin Moore of All Saints Church, Filby, with the Ladies of 

Filby Church who prepared our Sunday lunch. 
 

During our service the lessons were read by Jessica Filbey of USA 
 

 
 



and Glennis Philbey of Australia, 

 
 
 
 

A Message from your Secretary, Marion Filby: 
 

I hope you have enjoyed sharing memories of our special Filby Association weekend 
with us, it really was amazing. We are all looking forward to the next International Reunion 
which will be in 2018 – instead of our Triennial Reunion in 2016. As we will be celebrating 
our 50th Anniversary it seemed only fitting that this should be our BIG world-wide gathering. 

 
The church has replaced our display case with an oak reading table that now holds 

three folders: All Saints Church, Filby; Filby Village History; and The Filby Association. 
We will add pages to our folder so that any visitors to the church can read all about us 

and enjoy the photos. 
 
We have, however, added another folder; The Filby Book of Remembrance.  
For a donation of £5 we kept this hand written book for those who wished that their 

loved ones be remembered. It has now been transcribed and copied into the new folder and 
will remain in the church for all to read at their leisure. 

If you would like to have an entry added in memory of your loved ones then we will 
be pleased to do this for a small donation of £1 per line, £10 per half page or £20 per full A4 
page. You can remember as many of your ancestors as you wish. 

You have to send us the name of the person or persons that you would like 
remembering and the text for each person. We will then put it in the same format as the rest of 
the book for your approval, with the cost for the entry based on the above pricing. When we 
are all happy we will add it to the New Book of Remembrance in All Saints Church, Filby. 

The book begins with all those who lost their lives in the two World Wars; this has 
been added by our Manager, Jim Filby who has researched our heroes. 

It then continues with personal entries received from members. New additions are 
added upon request along with a donation to The Filby Association. 

 
Please send your requests to Jim Filby via email at jim@filby.org  or to  
72, Appleton Road,  
Blidworth, 
Nottinghamshire,  
England. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Filby Association needs your support in its funding! 
 

Although we do not charge membership subscription we do have to pay an annual 
subscription to the FFHS for each member we have registered. This comes out of our funds, 
and as we are a “not for profit” organisation we rely on donations to survive. We offer a 
research service for which we do not charge, but request a small donation as a show of 
appreciation. Unfortunately, these are not always forthcoming and we may have to stop 
giving out information before a suggested donation is received. 

We have managed to reduce the number of hard copy Journals posted and this has 
saved some expense, however, there are still those who could help by giving us an email 
address. If you have moved home or changed your email address please advise us of the 
change. 

If you do not wish to receive our Journals or belong to the Association, please advise 
us by return. 
  
Any donations for The Filby Association you may like to send via bank 
transfer should go to:  
Sort Code: 20 24 64     Account Number; 93616762         
Please advise Jim Filby if you are using this method. 
 
You can also make a donation through our web site at www.filby.org 
Just look for the yellow donation button on the home page and click! 
 



Chronicle 2014 
 

I am looking for articles to include in our next issue. If you would like to write 
something about your own research or your visit to our Reunion this year, I would be very 
pleased to receive it. My address is on the letter heading. 
 Please send any Anniversary, Birth, Marriage or Death notices to be included and 
photographs are most welcome. I have already received a couple to include. All the dates 
from these are entered onto our family trees too so this is another way of keeping our tree files 
up to date for future generations. 
 

I have been editor of the Chronicle now for ten years since taking over when Molly 
Kuttner retired and time has passed very fast. This year I am hoping to find a younger 
volunteer who is willing to start taking an active role in editing the two annual journals with 
me. My hope is that after next year I will be able to hand over with confidence to my assistant 
so that our members will continue to be kept informed, and our world-wide membership will 
remain in contact as one big family through the journals. I am sure that everyone would miss 
them if they ceased to be sent. 

I will remain as secretary and chief researcher for now, but do need to hand over some 
of my responsibilities that are time consuming so that Alan and I can spend more time 
together as we are not getting any younger. I will be celebrating my 70th birthday this month 
and am looking forward to the “new 50!” (The dancing shoes are still being worn) 

If anyone in the UK feels able to discuss the position please don’t hesitate to call me 
and have a chat. Tel 01904 622650 or email address as shown on the letter heading. This 
position would require attendance at the annual AGM as a committee member. 

 
I hope you have all enjoyed looking at the Reunion photographs and will perhaps 

consider attending our 50th Anniversary celebrations at Filby village in 2018.  We all look 
forward to seeing you there!  Already there are great plans afoot to make it a fabulous 
weekend of Filby / Philbeys / et al – in Norfolk. 

 
Regards and Best wishes from all the Executive Members; 
Alan Filby (Deputy Manager), Jim Filby (Manager), Marion Filby (Secretary)  
& Alan Starkey (Tree Manager) 
 

 
 


