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Dear Friends,

Once again | write to keep you informed of happenings concerning The Filby
Association and our Members, but first we have a note from our Manager.

From Your Manager’s Keyboard ~ Jim Filby

I always start by saying a “big thank you” to all our members and friends for
their support whilst welcoming any new members to our large, extended, worldwide
family; I feel 1 must also say an even bigger thanks to our hard working Officers,
especially our Executive Officers, without whose hard work and dedication The Filby
Association would cease to exist. This sentiment is still true this year.

Although only small in numbers this year, the AGM and Reunion went well and |
am pleased to say that our sale of goods was remarkable, which surprised even me.
We took £88.50 from sales of merchandise, boosted by our new logo engraved pens.
We have a nice plastic pen at 50p and a better quality steel pen at £3.00 (they are
black ink), ideal for handing out to friends and family. All the items are of course for
sale on our website as well as by post. A number of members donated their change,
which resulted in a further £11.00. Unfortunately, we did not note the names of those
people, so we are unable to thank them by name, we do however, thank them for their
generosity.

I must thank all our members with email for changing to “electronic transfer’ of
our Chronicle, and due to this we have reduced our yearly running costs from £770.00
to £635.00 a reduction of £135.00 (18%). However, in spite of this saving we still
need your donations please, especially in view of the world’s present financial
situation. Gift Aid from those of you who are UK taxpayers helped (£390.00 last
year), but you do need to fill in a Gift Aid declaration. If you haven’t signed one when
you donate I will remind you.

Please remember that we receive Gift Aid because we have a Constitution with
agreed objectives, which are set out below:

The objectives of the society shall be:

a) To promote and encourage the study of family history [genealogy, heraldry and
history] of the surname Filby and its variants, Filbey, Filbee, Philby and Philbey,
on a worldwide basis.

b) To promote the preservation, security and accessibility of all archive material.



¢) To support All Saints Church in the village of Filby, Norfolk, England with help and
monetary donations as appropriate.

Not complying with the above could lose us our Gift Aid status. All three
objectives cost money to maintain and the first objective is one of the reasons The
Filby Association was formed. We do not charge you a subscription for membership,
but we do have to pay the Federation of Family History Societies a small subscription
for each of our members, so it would help us considerably if you could make a small
donation each year to at least counteract that expense.

| opened a PayPal account earlier in the year to enable our members to pay for
goods from our web site online shop using either a credit or debit card; this account
will allow members and friends to also donate to the Association, just click on the
“donate” button and follow the instructions. Please remember for those of you who
are not on the internet that | can change cheques and currency from any country in
which our members reside.

This year it was my turn in accordance with our Constitution, to be re-elected by
rotation onto our Executive Committee. | am pleased to say that | was elected for a
further four years and will try to do my best for the Association and carry out my
duties with honesty and integrity, as | have always done in the past.

At our AGM 1| announced the retirement of Dr. Don Barry, our Australasian
Correspondent, we advertised throughout Australasia and | was pleased to announce
that Helen Filby, a long established member from Highgate, South Australia, came
forward. Her application was greeted with delight by our Executive Committee and
Helen was unanimously accepted as our new Australasian Correspondent. Thank you,
Helen, and we looked forward to working with you in the future.

While talking about officers, we do need more volunteers to help us run the
Association, especially the younger ones. Our present Executive Officers average age
is around 65years and we do need younger people getting involved (even on an
occasional basis) and hopefully, will take over from us in the future. I am one of the
oldest, and | know that I have a few more years left in me but | will not last forever.

Finally, | hope you enjoy reading the “2012 In Touch”, which as always Marion
makes interesting while at the same time informative.
Jjim@filby.org

First of all we would like to introduce our new
Australasian  Correspondent, Helen Filby, who
volunteered for the position and was appointed in
April of this year. Helen lives at Highgate, Australia,
with her husband, David.

We welcome you to the team Helen, and
hope that we will have a long and enjoyable
relationship whilst working to bring our members
together from all corners of the world.

To contact Helen her email address is:
david filby@internode.on.net




Guild of One Name Studies AGM — Marion Filby

This year | did not attend the GOONS AGM, but our Manager, Jim Filby was
there to represent us. However, new technology has made it possible for those of us
who are unable to travel and attend in person, to watch a live broadcast of the event.
The Guild has been very forward-looking and experimented with Google+ hangouts,
which enabled members from around the world to get together and discuss how they
run their one name studies.

Alongside the video feed of the Conference, there was a chat room, so those
watching could send messages and discuss what was going on. This year, fifty
members logged in and shared their thoughts. As for the actual broadcast, considering
it was a very last minute arrangement, it was quite amazing being right at the centre of
events and watching useful talks. At least those who cannot, for various reasons
attend “in the flesh” they can “virtually.”

Filby Reunion, 1% July, 2012

On Sunday morning we congregated in All Saints Church at the village of
Filby in Norfolk for our AGM. Perhaps 11.00am is too early a start for long distance
travellers as it was poorly attended this year, however, we are looking at making next
years Triennial Reunion a weekend affair (July 6"/7™ 2013) in the hope that this will
enable more members to be present. Put this date in your diary now!

Most people arrived in the afternoon and we were also joined by a few of the
local villagers for our Family Service taken by the Reverend Graham Steel. We began
by singing the Filby Hymn, later Jim Filby read Lamentations 3: 22-33 and after
further hymns I read Mark 5: 21 — end.

One of those attending was a
founder member, eighty year old Bob
Filby from Doncaster, Yorkshire, who
last attended for the first ‘Filby
Gathering’ in September, 1968, with
his wife and daughter. On that
occasion during the service an ambry
was dedicated, which had been
subscribed for by Filbys” world-wide.
Here, Bob proudly remembers and
posed for this photograph.

l

) After the service members
' relaxed over a buffet provided
by the Ladies of All Saints
Church, while brothers, Ron and
Alan Filby, chatted to the
Reverend Graham Steel.



Jane Cook and her father,
Roy Filby, journeyed
from Bedford.

Members of The Filby
Associations outside
All Saints Church.

We were lucky with the
weather!

We have been experimenting with new merchandise for sale at reunions and
also on-line at our web site. We currently have ladies and gent’s ties with the Filby
Crest, a choice of two ball-point pens with our logo, notelets, Association data CDs
and car stickers. These are currently available on our web site.

We have considered ladies and gent’s Polo shirts, but would like your feed-
back before we dive in and spend too much on stock as we do not have a large bank
balance to play with. We do rely on your donations and the ensuing Gift Aid as we
have no other income.

Can you send us your ideas please? We would like to be able to produce a new
merchandise to offer at next year’s Reunion, and hopefully give something to our
members when they attend. Also, if you can create an additional logo for us we would
appreciate your help and ideas — treat this as a competition and a prize will be
awarded for the one chosen.

Kadina, Australia — Philbey Reunion

It is not too late for our Australasian Philbey/Filbys to attend the 2012 Philbey
Family Reunion in Kadina on 22"%/23" September this year.

Contacts for information; Garth Hunt glhuntl5@gmail.com; Jean Hutchings
huchkad@yp-connect.net; Marilyn Philbey mephilbey@bigpond.com

It would be great if you could find a PHILBEY volunteer for our DNA Project
as we have only tested FILBY members so far. Don’t be shy!!

Have a great time; | don’t think you will have any worries about the weather!

We look forward to an article from someone over there about the event to
include in our 2013 Chronicle - I must have editorial before end of November please.
To: marion.filoy@virgin.net many thanks to the volunteer????




Helping with our Research — Marion Filby

As stated in the Chronicle, we have been inundated by requests for help with
family research, both from our web site and from our members. We are pleased to
help you and give our time freely. In return we ask you to complete family
questionnaires so that we are also gathering information to add to our data base for
future inquirers. It is by sharing this information that we build our Association Trees,
so thank you to those who have returned questionnaires.

What | would like to do is appeal to you for your help! If you have a family
tree document that includes you, your siblings and all descendants — please would you
send this to me to add to our database, in particular the tree that you are on? We need
individuals that have been born since your birth as these are not researched by us. You
have all this personal information to hand but we do not unless you have recently
completed a Family Questionnaire. This information will greatly assist future budding
historians. Rest assured that we do not put any living person on web sites, nor would
we allow this to happen, it is illegal to do so without permission.

Since our last contact we have had thirteen new members and helped each one
further their family tree. We have also found common ancestors from our own
research and merged several trees together enlarging the relationship count of many
individuals. At this same time we have taken our history back several more
generations and most of our trees now begin in the 1500s, which is amazing.

As you know - no charge is made for assisting with research. Our officers and
researchers take no remuneration - all effort is on a voluntary basis. We do not have
all historical information to hand upon request and have to search Parish Registers,
visit archives, order Wills, pay for much of the information we gather and update our
software in order to provide answers for you. Other Genealogy sites ask for a
subscription or credits have to be purchased before any information is shared, but we
do not want to go down this path.

A small donation from every member, and especially those who we have
helped, would generate sufficient funds to ensure the continuation of our paper
journals printing and postage for those who do not have a computer, and more
importantly, the survival of our world-wide Association. Sadly, donations are
decreasing year on year but requests for our help are mounting so costs are rising. If
our funds run out we will gradually cease to exist and that would be a dreadful shame
after forty-six years. We urgently need more income to maintain our existence and be
able to make further donations in support of All Saints Church.

We thank you for your understanding.

Can you help? We are looking for information about:

South Africa — It is so difficult to get into their archives and records of Birth,
Marriage and Death, as well as immigration. If you have access to any of these and
can help search for us we would love to hear from you.

Germany — Not as difficult as South Africa, but not easy either! We are
looking for information about the parents of David Filby, who was born 1810 in
Husum on the west coast of Schleswig-Holstein in North Germany. In 1820 the
family moved to Hamburg which was a major sea port and here he set up a business
making and selling nautical instruments for which he became famous.



David Filby was the son of an inn keeper in Husum — we want to find out
about his parents, where they married, his father’s name and where he came from. If
you can help — please contact me. marion.filby@virin.net

Birth Announcements — with two on the same day!!

Helen and David Filby from Highgate,
Australia, said:

~ | We have a new Filby grandson -
: another red-head.

& Here's a photo of our daughter Jo
Filby, with partner Clint, son Rufus
(nearly 2) and baby Wilbur Basil
Luxford, (after Dave's father) born
Saturday, 5™ May, 2012.

Ed and Diane Filby from Nepean,
Ontario, said:

Just to let you know that our first
grandchild, Charles Berndt Filby, arrived
early (by more than 2 weeks!), but safely,
on Saturday, 5" May, 2012, weighing in
at 7lbs 3ozs. Charles' 2nd name, Berndt,
is from his mother, Tracey's Swedish
grandfather. We think that it means 'bear'.
Here’s a photo of Charles with his
father, Adam, and grandfather, Ed Filby.

Jean Hershberger from Sykesville, Maryland, wrote:

My daughter has delivered her second child 5 weeks early. | just came back
from 1 week in Michigan helping her and her new family. She had a little boy, Liam
Jack Ferguson, on 13" April, 2012. They were thinking of Filbey in the name as that
is her middle name but it didn't happen!

Our External Awards ~ Jim Filby

We had been informed previously that our
website www.filby.org had won a Federation of
Family Histories Societies (FFHS) Award.

I informed Mark Filby, our Web Master, that
the presentation would be at their AGM in London
on Saturday, 24" March, 2012. We both attended and
I had the pleasure of watching Mark receive his
award, which was in fact his third ward in a row; an
astounding achievement when considering the
number of excellent websites entered worldwide.




In addition to this in my capacity as Manager, in place of Marion, our GOONS
Representative, | attended the Guild of One Name Studies AGM and Conference in
Essex, during April. Late on Friday evening | was informed that the Filby Association
had won two awards to be presented at the AGM the next morning, this was
unfortunately too late to inform the true winners of the awards.

The following morning | accepted two awards on behalf of our Officers. The
Guilds Award of Excellence in the Periodical Category to Marion Filby for her
Journal, the “2012 Chronicle”, and also an Award of Excellence in the Web Site
Category to Mark Filby for his website www.filby.org. Two excellent achievements
and for both of them their first awards from the Guild, I suspect there will be many
more to come.

Because they could not attend in person | arranged for these certificates to be
presented by the Rev. Graham Steel after the church service at our Reunion. Well
done, Marion and Mark. Not only were these awards well deserved by both, but it
goes to show the dedication and hard work put in by all Officers of the Association.

We hope you have enjoyed reading our news. We wish you all good health and
happiness until we catch up again with our Chronicle in January, 2013. Please send us
anything of interest that you would like included before 31 October, 2012.

To marion.filboy@virgin.net
Alternately, phone or write to the address on the letter heading.

Many thanks to everyone who has helped us this year, especially Sue Reynolds
and Jean-Jacques Filby who have done an amazing job helping me with research.

Finally: If you move home or change your email address, please let us know.
Or if you would prefer not to receive further communication from us just click on
“reply” to this email and write “unsubscribe” in the subject box.

Best wishes from us all,

Regards,
Marion Filby (Secretary)




