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We are proud to celebrate fifty years of family history
research by hundreds of people sharing the surname,
Filby, or one of its variants.

Loyal to our ancestors we have developed a database of
92 family trees containing over 17,000 individuals
of which 6,900 are Filbys.
Our three largest trees contain around 2,629; 2,565 and

1,273 individuals that are growing daily.
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OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY PROGRAMME

Come and join us in celebrating fifty years of family
research.....

Saturday, 11th August, 2018.

12.30pm—2.30pm Buffet lunch will be served while we cruise
the Norfolk Broads for two hours from Horning and return. We
have hired the Mississippi Riverboat for our private party.

The cost will be approximately £18 per person.

7.00pm for 7.30pm Our Celebration Dinner will be held at
the Filby Bridge Restaurant at Filby village.

The cost will be approximately £26 per person.

RESERVATION ONLY for Saturday events —

Contact ............ marion.filby@hotmail.com

Celebration Dinner menus will be sent out for personal choice
prior to the event.

Sunday, 12th August, 2018.

11.00am Our last AGM will be held in All Saints Church,
Filby.

12.00pm—1.30pm Lunch will be served in All Saints
Church. There will be time for socialising and discussing your
research.

2.00pm Filby Family Service

All are welcome. We look forward to greeting everyone that can
make the journey to Norfolk.

We are expecting many of our overseas members from the
USA, Canada and Australia, as well as our UK members.

Help us to make this a celebration to remember
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Manager’s Report — Alan W Filby

| trust that this, the 16™ edition of the Chronicle, finds you well
and in good health and that you find the contents of interest.

Looking back

From its inception, the Filby Association existed and
benefitted from the time and goodwill that various people were
prepared to invest. Whilst there were three founding members,
however, there have also been numerous others who have
served the Association. This continues to be the case right up to
the present day.

In 2003 the Association gained charitable status, which
allowed Gift Aid to be claimed on donations that were made by
U.K. Taxpayers. Along with this there was also a new
constitution and the posts of Manager, Deputy Manager,
Treasurer, Secretary and Tree Manager were established. The
charitable status and constitution also meant that Annual
General Meetings had to be held.

Gift Aid has been claimed since this date, however the
amount claimed has gradually reduced over the years in line
with the reduction in donations from UK tax payers.

Interest in family tree research has not changed through
the years, although now there are numerous other recourses
available, many of which are online. We have mentioned
previously that the accuracy of some of these methods is
questionable, however they do provide results.

Going forward

There have been several calls over the past few years for
new members and assistance in the management of the
Association. Sadly, there has not been a great response.

In light of the above, the Management Committee are now
tasked with the question of if the Association should continue
and if so in what form? The Management Committee met at the
AGM earlier in the year to discuss this issue at length and we
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are proposing the following in terms of the future of the
Association;

That the Filby Association charitable status is rescinded.
Thereafter the organisation will have the status of a club or
society. This will mean that we will no longer need to hold an
AGM and will not be able to claim Gift Aid, although as noted
earlier the amounts now claimed are minimal.

That the 50" Anniversary Reunion, scheduled for 11 & 12"
August 2018, will be the last formal Filby Reunion that the
Association organises. Clearly some members have organised
their own reunions, such as the Philbey’s in Australia and we
would wish them every success in the continuance of these.

That this will be the last edition of the Chronicle that is
published. Henceforth all communication, news and updates will
be posted on the website. Fewer people are now contributing
articles to the Chronicle and it is starting to be a real struggle to
fill the pages.

Marion has indicated that she is prepared to continue with
the management of the website for the time being and we are
grateful for all her hard work in this respect. | understand from
Marion that the website still continues to generate requests for
assistance and a few new memberships.

We will continue to assist people in their family tree
research and the family tree data will be retained and
maintained. As ever, we are dependent on the goodwill of people
working on behalf of the Association. Our Tree Manager, Alan
Starkey is prepared to continue to maintain our family tree data
and Marion is also willing to undertake research, as and when
required. We are indebted for their commitment and willingness
to carry on in these roles.

People will still be able to visit Filby village and | am sure
that they would always receive a warm welcome at the church.
Do not think that is the end of the Association completely. We
are just down-sizing in line with the resources that are now
available.



Reflections

Some may feel a sense of sadness that the Association as
we know it is almost coming to an end, however, it is better for
the Association to draw to a close in a structured way, rather
than just to fizzle out.

However, | prefer to focus on what the Association has
achieved in its life.

In the 1968 Filby Association Saga, Ellsworth Filby, our
founder, wrote, ‘a new program — the FILBY ASSOCIATION —
started. May it have a long and successful career!’ | expect that
Ellsworth would have been staggered to know that the Filby
Association’s was still going 50 years later, which is also 34
years after his passing in 1976.

In that time, numerous friendships have been formed,
distant relatives found, and family trees painstakingly pieced
together. Personally, | remember with great fondness Ellsworth
and Marion Filby, Bob and Lois Filby, Fred and Elsie Filby to
name a few, but there are many, many more and | am sure that
other people’s stories and memories are similar. Clearly without
the Filby Association, we would most likely never have met.

Thanks

As this will be the last Chronicle that we will be publishing, it
gives me one last opportunity to give thanks to all of the people
who have contributed to the Filby Association over its life. First
and foremost, the 3 founders, without them, none of this would
have happened. However there have also been various
managers, correspondents and secretaries through the years,
right through to the current Management Committee.

Special thanks are extended to the various rectors at Filby
Church for their support at Reunions and an extra special
mention is made both to the ‘Ladies of Filby Church’ who always
produced a veritable feast at Reunions and Martin and Vivien
Moore who have been very supportive through the years.

Lastly and most importantly | would like to thank all of the
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members over the years for their interest and support of the
Association.

50" Anniversary Reunion

There is one last Reunion to look forward to, The 50™
Anniversary. | am aware that many people have already made
arrangements to attend and | hope that it will be a great and
memorable occasion.
Please see on an earlier page for booking.

Thank You
Alan W Filby (Manager)

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Treasurer’s Report.
1! October, 2016-30" September, 2017

A summary of the accounts follow and these are a few notes of
explanation.

Donations from members and officers amounted to
£431.00. We are very dependant on the donations that are
made to the Association and are always very grateful for any
donations received.

Our Officers expenses amounted to £207.80.

We received the sum of £56.77 from HMRC, which is the
Gift Aid that we are able to claim, based on donations given by
UK tax payers.

| have just made a Gift Aid claim for the year ending 30™
September 2016. At the time of writing HMRC have not advised
of the amount to be paid to us.

The running costs for the year have increased on past
years because we have started to make some advance
payments for the 50" Anniversary next year.

The revised website that we launched in August last year,
is hosted for us at no cost, which has saved the on-going
expenditure on this.

In addition to our current account we have a business
saver account. At the end of our financial year this had the sum
of £50.40 in it, having accrued 1p in interest in the year.
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| would like to thank those listed below who have donated
to the Association during our last financial year that ended on
30™ September, 2017.

Alan & Christine Starkey Mr J D Filby

Mr R G Filby Mr R A Filby

Mrs S R Filby Mrs S Ward

Mrs SMT and Mr DGS Filby Robert & Doreen Filby

| apologise if | have left anyone out who has also made a
donation to the Association.

Filby Association Accounts 2016 - 2017

Current Business Account 2016-17 2015 -16
Income Donations from Members | £181 £310.00
Donations from Officers £250 £202.00
Gift Aid £56.77 £187.60
Good sold £0 £10.00
Expenditur | Officer’s expenses £207.80 £286.01
e
Running costs £367.80 £184.72
Subscriptions £129.18 £129.18
Website f0 £62.90

My thanks once again also go to Mr Stuart Redfearne,
who examined our accounts. This is in line with our constitution
that the accounts are examined by an independent person.

In past years we have seen a notable drop in the
donations that the Association receives. This year, whilst they
are still slightly lower however the drop in income has not been
as marked as it has been in the past.

If you wish to make donations to the Association, please
do so in any of the following ways;
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Via Post

Please send to me at 10 Richmond Avenue, Littleover, Derby
DE23 1DL

Via our web site

www.filby.org and click on the Donation button. There is also a
PayPal link on our website so donations can be made using this
method as well.

Via Bank Transfer

Account name The Filby Association
Account number 93616762
Bank Sort Code 20-24-64

Alan W Filby — Treasurer
afilbby@hotmail.co.uk

An Organisation of people the world over with the surname of FILBY or its
variants, FILBEY, FILBEE, PHILBY or PHILBEY devoted to furthering
the study of the name derived from the village of FILBY,
Norfolk in England—the genealogy of the various families with this name
and the support of the Parish Church at Filby. There are no annual dues
or assessments but anyone desiring to help the Association through
donations should Contact the Treasurer. Family data will be
welcome as research is encouraged on a hobby basis. The
Association is fully constituted and is a not-for-profit charitable organisation.

Permission has been given by individuals to publish all articles used. Whilst
every precaution has been taken to ensure accuracy of contents of this
Chronicle during compilation, we apologise for any unintentional offence
caused. Genealogy is not a precise art depending on old records etc., some
of which are almost illegible. Members have given information to the
Association over the years some of which still has to be verified by our team
of researchers. Mistakes will be rectified should you bring them to our
attention. We thank you for your understanding.

Our attention was drawn to a difference of opinion of historical findings in an
article printed last year. We apologise for any offence caused to either party
but the above does explain that research can change over time.



http://www.filby.org/
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AUSTRALIAN PHILBEYS GATHER IN KERANG,
VICTORIA

Australian descendants of George Frederick Philbey (1832-
1913) gathered in Kerang on 31 March to 2 April for another of
our periodic reunions.

Kerang (pop. 3,800) in the Gannawarra Shire is a
prosperous regional centre and transport hub on the banks of
the Loddon River, some 280 kilometres northwest of Melbourne.
In an irrigation district, the local economy is based on animal
husbandry, cereal growing and horticulture.

William George Philbey (1862-1922), the fourth child and
second son of George Frederick Philbey, brought his family
across from South Australia in 1894 to settle in Kerang. While
some of his descendants still live within the district, others are
now scattered across Victoria and beyond.

Kerang’s strategic location made it a logical choice for a
reunion venue. The town is a relatively accessible venue for
family members from across the country. Kerang was a
serendipitous choice, having all the necessary accommodation
and facilities, good support from local community organisations,
and a friendly and welcoming atmosphere.

Our reunion began on the evening of Friday, 31 March,
with an informal dinner in the function room of the “Exchange
Hotel”. Around forty clan members were present. In a convivial
atmosphere over the bistro’s renown curries, kinsfolk who had
not seen each other for years caught up, and were able to meet
others for the first time.

Proceedings began in the function room of the Kerang
Motel, fortuitously on “April Fools’ Day” -- so gremlins struck the
public-address system, slightly delaying the opening. Kellie
Burmeister, a fourth-generation descendant of William George
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Philbey, representing our hosts and the Kerang community, set
the ball rolling.

In her introduction, Kellie welcomed the sixty family
members present. She noted that many had come enormous
distances to attend — Darryl and Glennis Philbey from Cecil Plains
in Queensland had travelled the farthest, but several others had
= ltravelled several hundred
¥ kilometres to be present.

Kellie presented a prize
to the eldest Philbey present
=2 (Mrs Norma Siegert nee
= Philbey, 97 years, from Mount

; Gambier in South Australia)
and to the youngest (Ms Frances Galea, 25 years, from
Melbourne). As well as Norma Siegert, a goodly number of
venerable family elders
were present.

Kellie then gave a brief
outline of the history of the
Philbey family in Victoria, a A
number of whom were 8§
present, including George o
William Philbey, one of the
surviving third generation and the patriarch of the Victorian
branch.

Garth Hunt, speaking
“non behalf of interstate
a8 attendees, followed with a
short address, listing family
members who had passed
away since the last
Australian Philbey reunion.
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Garth paid tribute to the late Graham Philbey for his 2000
book, Descendants of John Philbey. This publication had served
as a catalyst in drawing together the widely scattered branches of
the family and providing a beacon for our reunions.

Mr Ollie Jane, a
respected local historian
briefed the gathering on the
origins and development of
Kerang and the surrounding
$ district.  Later, Ollie and
museum volunteers escorted
us on a tour of the Kerang
Museum. Its keynote exhibits included carefully restored farming,
pumping and haulage machinery, underlining the agricultural
character of the district and its debt to the early pioneers,
including William George Philbey and his descendants.

The first day was capped by
a BBQ dinner at the Kerang Motel.
The Charm Mystic Park Branch of
the Lion Club amply catered for
the function, with Dian Burmeister
(nee  Philbey) and  Shirley
Robinson providing good country
dessert delicacies. We were
entertained by the husband and
wife Country and Western duo, Neville and Kathy Hird. The
combo had the otherwise staid and sober Philbey clan “rocking”
until late, with sprightly eighty-plus year olds showing younger
“‘dudes” how to kick up their heels.

Sunday 2 April began with a Lent service at the Saint John’s
Anglican Church. A respectable number of Philbeys packed the
pews. The Reverend Simon Robinson gave a feisty contemporary
sermon on the theme of Lazarus. He kindly acknowledged our
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presence, gave us his blessing, wishing us a successful reunion
and safe journey home.

Later that morning, we gathered at
the Kerang Cemetery. Ms Julie Smith, a
celebrant and local historian, guided us
on a brief tour of the cemetery, including |¢
the graves of departed Philbey family &
members. We then gathered at thef &
grave of William George Philbey, buried | ';;.
together with three members of his family. j&
Julie presided over a short ceremony to a8
unveil a plaque marking the grave. Kellie, |
on behalf of the descendants, paid |

| Philbey and underscored how

= significant the ceremony was
« for the Victorian branch, then
s removed the veil. Three
“generations  of  William
George Philbey’s descendants witnessed the ceremony.

The final event was a farewell lunch at the motel. All
present agreed that the reunion had been memorable and a
great success. Some voices were heard asking when and
where the next Australian Philbey reunion would be held.

Organising a reunion on this scale is a major operation
requiring the contribution of many hands. We need to give
special thanks to Kellie and her mother Dian for organising the
reunion, and for ensuring that it ran smoothly. Dian, Shirley
Robinson, Cindy Boyd, Joyce Boyd and Linda Slater also
slaved over a hot stove to ensure that the clan were well
victualled during morning and afternoon tea breaks.
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We also thank Lisa Webster and Cindy for providing
valuable back-up support.

We owe a debt of gratitude to Jean Hutchings for notices
and registration, to Marilyn Philbey for managing our finances,
and to Jeanette Ireland for help with the logistics.  To those
others who played a role in ensuring the success of this event,
we express our thanks.

Should we have another reunion? Well, Cecil Plains,
Kadina and Kerang have all done their bit. It would be good to
keep up the momentum. Perhaps one or more willing and
enterprising volunteers from another part of the country might
step forward in the not too distant future.

Garth Hunt , Canberra. 13/4/17

A TRIBUTE TO PRIVATE ARTHUR LESLIE PHILBEY
(1897-1917) ON THE CENTENARY OF HIS DEATH
IN FLANDERS

A century ago, Private Arthur Leslie Philbey of the 48" Battalion
of the Australian Imperial Forces (AIF) was killed in action in
Flanders, Belgium. Arthur was a great uncle, brother to our
grandfather John Henry Philbey and the brother in law of our
grandmother, Violet Ellie Philbey nee

Tobitt (1888-1933). We have written this | =~
piece to mark the centenary of the death|

of a young soldier in a distant and alien|
land.

Arthur Leslie Philbey was born on 23 &
August 1897 at Wiltunga, South Australia, =5 =
the ninth child of Joseph Henry Philbey & ¥ 8
(1860-1945) and Sarah Jane Philbey nee i
Boss (1857-1932). He studied at Pine Flat &
School from 22 September 1903 until 27
September 1911. For two years, Arthur

helped his elder brother, John (Jack)[ = o e
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Henry Philbey (1886-1945), to develop his farm near Spalding and to build the
homestead. He returned to Bute to work as a farmer. Arthur was “diligent
attendant” at the Wiltunga Methodist Church and “just getting into the harness
as Sunday-school secretary”. Arthur was reportedly popular in the district for
his ‘fine manly qualities’.

When the first recruiting train went through Bute, Arthur was one of the
first to volunteer for service in the 1% Australian Imperial Force (AIF). He
enlisted in Kadina on 3 April 1916. He was then 18 years 7 months, was 5'9”
tall and weighed 147 Ibs. His complexion was described as “fair” and his
physical development judged to be good. He gave his occupation as a farmer,
his religion as Methodist and his next of kin as his father, Joseph Henry
Philbey. He was single.

On the attestation papers which he completed, Arthur pledged to “well
and truly serve our Sovereign Lord the King in the Australian Imperial Force
from 3.4.16 until the end of the War, and a further period of up to four months
thereafter unless sooner lawfully discharged, dismissed or removed therefrom.”
As it happened, Arthur was untimely “removed”, well before the War’s end.

Arthur joined A Company at the Second Depot on 27 April 1916 in the
Adelaide suburb of Mitcham, where he did his basic training. Together with
Philip Lawrence Cock, a neighbour, Arthur was farewelled at the Pine Forest
Chapel on 30 May 1916. (Private Cock served with Arthur on the Western
Front and returned to Australia in March 1919.)

Notwithstanding his apparent piety, Arthur had a larrikin side and an
endearing sense of humour. He confessed in a letter to his brothers in June
1916 to breaking leave regulations in Adelaide “to do a line with Avoca
(Ingster)”, whom he described as “a real little plum”. For this transgression, he
was fined ten “bob” and docked five days’ pay (“...so that don’t pay, do it?”).

Arthur embarked on the troopship HMAT Seang Bee on 12 July 1916
and disembarked at Plymouth (England) on 9 September 1916. He and his
cohort were then attached to the 12" Training Battalion near Codford. From
the camp on 16 October 1916, Arthur wrote: “I had my fortune told in London
and the old girl told me | was going to come through all right, but | was going to
be wounded.”

On 20 November 1916 Arthur boarded the troopship SS Victoria at
Folkestone, crossed the English Channel and, after enduring a bad bout of
seasickness (“l don'’t think | was ever so bad in all my life...”), landed at Etaples
(France) the following day.

Arthur was assigned as part of the 3™ Reinforcement to the 48"
Battalion, 12" Brigade, 4" Division. The battalion was raised on 16 March
1916 in the process of reorganising and expanding the AIF. It absorbed
Gallipoli veterans from the 16™ Battalion and reinforcements, mainly from
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South Australia and Western Australia. (The battalion was known as the
“Joan of Arc, the Maid of Orleans” because it was “made of Leanes” -- its first
commanding officer was Lieutenant-Colonel Raymond Leane, and his
brothers and relatives were members of the battalion.)

The 48™ Battalion had been severely mauled in the Battle of Pozieres
in the first half of August 1916. It also sustained heavy losses in the Battle
of Bullecourt in May 1917, the Battle of Messines Ridge (Belgium) in June
1917 and the Battle of Passchendaele in October of the same year, three
major battles in which Arthur fought. By the end of the Great War, the
battalion’s Roll of Honour listed 843 of its members killed in action, or died of
wounds or other causes. For a new recruit such as Arthur, joining this unit
would guarantee that he would be in the thick of things.

Before he could join his unit, however, Arthur contracted a severe
case of mumps and was tW|ce hospitalised in Camiers. On 23 January 1917
he finally reported to the 48", which was then billeted in Brazentin after a
stint manning the front line in the Flers sector of the Somme. Arthur joined
when the battalion was on “fatigues”, undertaking road and railway work, as
well as training. The winter of 1916-1917 happened to be the coldest in 40
years. According to the battalion war diary, the huts were “clean and
convenient”, but cold owing to insufficient coal to heat the stoves.
“Australians”, the diary commented, “are not used to such cold conditions.”
Arthur was no exception.

The battalion was engaged in the Battle of Bullecourt (France) in April
1917 and Messines Ridge (Belgium) in June 1917. In early October, it was
deployed to the Ypres Salient (Belgium) for the Passchendaele phase of the
Third Ypres Offensive.

Arthur served as a machine gunner, one of the most dangerous jobs
on the Western Front, which generally incurred a short life expectancy. He
was involved in much heavy fighting, which he downplayed in his letters to
home as “a box with old fritz” and “some very good fun”. He suffered a light
shrapnel wound to a leg, which did not require evacuation to the rear.

Arthur experienced all of the hardships of the front — the intense cold,
mud, lice (“thoroughbreds”), lack of sleep and bad tobacco (“cocky chaff”).
One after the other his mates were killed or wounded. Nevertheless, he tried
to be cheerful and reassuring in his letters, giving little hint of the hardships
and the dreadful odds. Shortage of cash for leave seemed to be his main
worry. Letters from home (particularly from Avoca, his “little plum” who wrote
“as regular as clockwork”) brought some solace, and parcels some physical
comforts, including much appreciated good tobacco and warm knitted socks.

We know from Arthur’s letters that he met his brother-in-law, Harold
Hedley Tobitt (who was serving with the 50" Battalion AIF) at least once on
the Western Front. Arthur’s impression from this encounter was favourable.
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The 48™ and 50" were operating in the same battlefields around the
same times, so the two would have often been only a few hundred metres
away from each other in 1917. Sadly, Harold was killed on Westhoek Ridge
near Ypres on 24 September 1917 in the Battle of Polygon Wood, which
immediately preceded Arthur’s last battle, and died only a short distance
away from where Arthur fell three weeks later.

On 12 October 1917 the 48" Battalion was ordered to take and hold a
section of the Passchendaele Ridge between Zonnebeke and
Passchendaele villages. The battalion advanced from its jumping off point
on Westhoek Ridge behind an artillery barrage. It was required to advance
to the “red line” on a front which stretched south of the Ypres-Roules
railway line, in coordination with other units on its flanks. The battalion
succeeded in moving 300-400 yards toward its objective over broken and
muddy ground, capturing some enemy positions and taking prisoners (three
officers and 200 other ranks). However, the forces on the northern side of
the railway had failed to get into position in time to keep pace with the 48"
Battalion’s advance, leaving the battalion’s left flank exposed to intense
enfilading machine gun and rifle fire. As the operation developed, the
battalion’s position became increasingly untenable; enemy fire was effective,
casualties were mounting, and fierce counterattacks were underway. The
battalion was ordered to withdraw to its original jumping off point. In the
desperate retreat, with the enemy hot on its heels, the battalion sustained
further heavy casualties and was forced to abandon the wounded who were
stretcher cases.

Of the 621 officers and men of the 48" Battalion who had taken part in
the battle over two days, 370 were killed, wounded or missing. Private
Arthur Leslie Philbey (Regimental No. 1970) was one those lost that day.
He was just over 20 years old. As a 48" Battalion chaplain ruefully noted
afterward: “And they had gained not one yard of ground in return for their
sacrifice.”

Passchendaele village was eventually captured in November by
Canadian forces, after the allies had suffered further heavy losses in the
continuing offensive. Even that victory was little consolation; in the German
counter-offensive (“Ludendorf’s Last Offensive”) which began on 16 March
1918 and almost turned the tide of the war, Passchendaele, Messines, and
other major allied gains on the Western Front were overrun in three days.

A month later, the family received news of Arthur’s death. On 17
November 1917, his surviving family placed a notice in The Advertiser
announcing Arthur’s death “in France”. It said poignantly,

My brave hero you are missed, but not forgotten,
And we know you are not lost.
A memorial service for the fallen soldier was held at the Wiltunga Church.

Arthur's body has no known grave. Not happy with the lack of
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Information provided by the Defence Department. In January, 1919, his
sorrowing mother, Sarah Jane, wrote to the Red Cross Society South
Australian Division in an attempt to find out details of his death and where he
was buried. The Red Cross duly made enquiries in, but to no avail.

However, some light was shed on Arthur’s last moments by a comrade.
In a 1919 letter to Arthur’s mother, his mate William Baverstock, who
described himself as Arthur’s best friend and was with him in the fatal
engagement, recalled that Arthur was killed by a gunshot wound to the head
and did not suffer. Baverstock added that, under heavy pressure from the
enemy, his comrades were forced to move on quickly, leaving the body
behind. (Lance Corporal Baverstock returned to Australia in April 1919.)

The army did manage to scrape together and return a few of Arhur’s
humble possessions to his family. The AIF Kit Store (London) inventory of 7
January 1918 listed them as: “2 Tobacco Pouches, 7 Coins, Purse, Wallet, 2
Mark Notes, 3 Buttons, 2 Badges, Letter”. (Needless to say, items of value
or use would have been recycled among his practical and pragmatic
comrades.)

In June 1922 his father, Joseph Henry, received from the Defence
Department one British War Medal, One Victory Medal and one Memorial
Scroll. The family would have also received the Commemorative Medallion,
but we have no record of its receipt or whereabouts.

Arthur’s family and friends grieved deeply for many years, never really
overcoming the loss. Every year, on the anniversary of Arthur’s death, the
family would place an in memoriam notice in the “Heroes of the Great War
column of a major newspaper (the last we could locate appeared in The
Chronicle on 15 October 1936). Succeeding generations of Philbeys from
South Australia have named their children after Arthur Leslie to honour his
memory.

Arthur's name was chiselled on the Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres
(Panel 7-17-23-25-27-29-31), along with 6,000 other AIF soldiers missing in
Belgium. (In 1997, just before the 80" anniversary of his death, we visited
the Menin Gate Memorial and found his name there.) Arthurs name was
inscribed on war memorials in Bute and Spalding, and appears on the
headstone of his parent’s grave in Bute cemetery.

Arthur’'s name appears on Panel No.
146 of the Australian War Memorial (AWM)
Roll of Honour in Canberra. His name is
scheduled to be projected on the AWM Hall of
Memory on Monday 30 October 2017 at 12.53 "~ PHILLIPS
am, Wednesday 3 January 2018 at 2.43 am, RIEL S
Tuesday 6 March 2018 at 5.04 am, and on PRICE A
Thursday 26 April 2018 at 12.25 am. il
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Acting Secretary’s Report — Marion Filby

Dear Friends,

This has been a challenging year deciding where we go from
here. You may wonder what | mean, but over the course of the
last five years we have been asking for volunteers to help and
eventually take over the running of the Filby Association. We are
not getting any younger! Sadly, we have had limited response.

Gone are the days when we would travel the country visiting
archives and libraries to sit in front of microfiche films or turn
pages in church ledgers. We have learnt how to use the internet
as a search engine and for communication via email. By building
a new website to encourage people to contact us for research
help we have found a new breed of Filby researchers. These
people are our future.

By giving help we have in return received up to date
information to add to our trees, for which we are very grateful.
However, in this internet age that lacks personal contact we have
lost out on the social element and in so doing we no longer
receive donations to cover costs. The Filby Association and All
Saints Church, Filby, suffer the loss. Times have changed.

This will be the last Chronicle that | send out to members
unless someone jumps in to take over from me. It is not a huge
job, and it is enjoyable. If you would like to help keep us all in
touch please let me know.

| will be keeping the website alive for a while by uploading as
much information as | can . This will help all those Filbys out there
who want to find their ancestors. It will not, however, help us, as
we do not charge and donations are not forthcoming. If we
charged there would need to be someone administering the
account.

| think it is better to give our fifty years of research work
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freely to those interested, than to withhold it because they do not
pay. We have looked at various companies where we could offer
our Trees, but then they would be put into archives and stored, or
they would be put on the internet for other companies to make
money for themselves. | would strongly object to this.

In the meantime we will continue helping those who contact
us through the website, but we will terminate membership and
cease annual Chronicles. | am here if you want to contact me and
| will help wherever | can for as long as possible.

Our regular meetings in the village of Filby will discontinue.
However, as 2018 is our fiftieth year as an Association, we are
celebrating over the weekend of August 11th/12th and we hope
you will make the journey to join us in this fond farewell to all
those at Filby Church who have supported us for so long. Please
see Page 4 for all details and booking contact information.

Photographs of the Anniversary Event will be taken and
hopefully | will be able to email these out to all existing members
as an extra ‘In Touch’ newsletter sometime in October, 2018.
This will also include our last AGM Minutes as an Association.

If you do not normally receive your Chronicle via email | am
afraid | cannot mail out the ‘In Touch’ as a hard copy. You can
write to me and send an email address where you would like it
sent and they can print it for you. | apologise for the
inconvenience,

Thank you for your loyalty and friendship.
| look forward to seeing you in August at Filby village.........

Best regards, Marion

marion.filby@hotmail.com 22 Aldwark
York, YO1 7BU
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The Original ‘Filby’ Cocktail

All good cocktails are balanced, complex and make you think
about them. Hence, the Filby Cocktail. This is a cocktail that
encompassed all the things that are good in a cocktail. It was
created by Peter Brennan, a bartender from England, and won a
Paris bartending competition in 1978. (I was informed that Peter
Brennan passed away in 2005). The name of 'The Filby' was
Peter's way of honouring a great supporter of the United
Kingdom Bartenders Guild and of the IBA, our own member,
Bob Filby, (now aged 95) then the Export Director and later
Managing Director of Gordons Gin.

Filby Cocktail

1% 0z Gin (London Dry)
Y20z  Amaretto Liqueur
Y20z  Dry Vermouth
Yaoz  Campari

Instructions:

Combine all ingredients in a shaker glass with ice and stir until
well chilled. Strain into a cocktail glass. Express the oils of a
large orange zest, igniting it if you have pyromaniac tendencies.
Rub the zest around the rim and plunk it in the drink.


http://www.artofdrink.com/img/FilbyCocktail_10F30/filbycocktail.jpg
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Tree Manager’s Report—Alan Starkey

The highlight of the year must be the attendance at the
Huddersfield and District Family History Fair in November at
Cathedral House.

This fair is becoming one of the best in the north of England
and this year the committee agreed to take a stall. | live locally,
so | was the one that set it up and managed it.

The stall was in the lobby away from the main room along
with several others. | had two display boards with four A3-size
posters about the Association: who we are, what we do, what
data we hold, etc., with a few graphics to complement the text.

| expected only a handful of visitors, about 6, because it is
not a common name in Yorkshire. Christine, my wife, was a Filby
and most of the Filbys (of whichever spelling) seem to be related
to her in one way or another. At the end of the day, | had had 24
visitors, much better than | had anticipated. The most frequent
comment was, “| haven’t heard the name before.” To which my
reply was, “Surely, you have heard of Kim Philby?” “Oh yes.”

My neighbour was from the Manchester and Lancashire
FHS. He informed me of a family of Filbys in Bury who were
hairdressers and well-known in the area. Subsequently, he has
sent me their details which | need to follow up at some time. An
interesting first foray into family history fairs.

My role as Tree Manager for the foreseeable future will
continue and | will work alongside Marion; answering queries,
updating our research and adding to the existing trees. This will
of course be uploaded to the website at regular intervals. It is my
hope that at some time in-the-near-future there will be a bright
young person eager to continue the work we do for the Filby
Association. In the mean time | will hang on to all the data from
our 50 years of researching the family name.
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Report from All Saints Church, Filby - 2016/17

We are very happy to report that after 2/3 years of re-ordering
work within the church the work has now been completed, which
means we are rid of all scaffolding, builders equipment and dust..

The re-ordering consisted of the following :-

1. The removal of both the North and South Aisle pews and the
laying of Norfolk Panments to replace the rotten flooring.

2. A new Vestry has been created opposite the existing one, and
has been faced with the carved pew ends. The Filby cupboards
have been relocated in the new vestry.

3. The old Vestry is now a beautifully fitted kitchen with all mod
cons!! An oven, fridge, dishwasher, hot cupboard, automatic
water boiler, and cupboards to house the China and glass-ware.

4. The old porch come kitchen / toilet has now had the floor
lowered and fitted out with 2 toilet cubicles, one for disabled.

5. One hundred comfortable cloth chairs and 4 smaller tables
have been purchased for big services etc., these are stored in
storage cupboards built using the carved pew ends.

6. The Church has been completely rewired and all the light
fittings replaced with especially made chandeliers, there is even
an emergency lighting system should it be required.

A service of Thanksgiving was well attended when The Bishop of
Norwich dedicated all the works.

Throughout the programme of works we were able to keep to the
regular service pattern, if not, joined one of our other Churches.

Earlier this year a part grant was given to repair the Church
roofing. This work has now been completed alongside urgent
repairs to the Tower and Belfry, which we continue to raise funds
for. We have at last managed to install a sound and loop system,
which now enables everyone to hear wherever they are seated.
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All this work has increased the facilities at the Church, enabling
us to better cater for Messy Church, larger services and different
functions.

In August last year the Filboy Hymn Trolley was dedicated to the
memory of Len and Mary Filby.

In October last year the Church was full to capacity to say a fond
farewell to Rev’d Graham Steel and his wife Mandy. After
enjoying a wonderful buffet, they were presented with many gifts
including travel vouchers and spending money for their trip to
New Zealand and Australia. We wish them a long and happy
retirement living on the South Coast.

We have discovered two more areas of work that need to be
done to complete things. The repair of the louvres and netting in
the belfry (to keep the birds out), and some repair work to the
roof over the organ chamber. Our Fabric Officer is currently
obtaining quotes and faculty approval from the Diocese. The
good news is that the Diocese have paid for and installed a
C.T.V. alarm system on the lead roof as we were identified as
being at risk to lead theft. Filby has had to take on the
maintenance contract and have the roof treated with Smart
Water. Also Filby in Bloom have taken on a bigger share in the
maintenance of the Church yard.

The Rev’d Judith Dunkling was installed as Priest in Charge of
The South Trinity Broads Parish at a service at Filby Church on
August 22nd and has begun ministry in the Parish. As you can
see we have had a very exciting but busy time, and the Church
life continues in Filby which we know will be strengthened by the
new Rector.

Best wishes to you all and we look forward to seeing you in
2018, and joining in the celebrations. God Bless you and Keep
you,

Martin Moore - Church Warden / Treasurer
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John Derek Filbey and Pauline Anne ......... of
South Alkham, Kent .........ccccevviviininne were

married on 3rd June, 2017, at The Grand,
Folkestone; surrounded by friends and family.

Congratulations from us all
and thank you for sharing
your special day.

John has as near
as possible
personalised his car
number plate to his
surname.

F17BEY
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Jessica Filbey and Wilson Garcia were married on

20th December, 2017, at Chicago, lllinois, USA........

along with their children; Lucia, Henry, Lili and
Carys.

Henry my
escort.........

Carys walking
with my brother Adam’s eldest son,
{ Whitaker Filbey. Adam’s middle son,
Atherton Filbey
is escorting

R Wilson’s
youngest daughter, Lili in the blue.

There followed a honeymoon in
Jamaica.
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Minutes of The Filby Association AGM 13" August, 2017
Held at Holiday Inn, Doncaster commencing at 11.00am

Officers Attending:

C14 Alan W Filby (Manager/Treasurer/FFHS Rep.,)

CO05 Marion Filby (Acting Secretary/Editor/Chief Researcher)
C03 Alan V Filby (Deputy Manager)

C06 Alan Starkey (Tree Manager)

CO06 Christine Starkey (GOONS Rep.)

Members Present......... None Apologies for Absence......... None
The Manager opened the meeting at 11.05am

1) The Chairperson asked if there were any matters arising from last year’s
Minutes of the AGM.

The Minutes of the 2016 AGM were then agreed as a true record and
duly signed by the Manager.

2) The Manager, Alan W Filby then presented his report.

The Manager reported that once again there had been little activity
during the last year.

He commented that despite the on-going requests for assistance in
the management of the Association, these had generally had fallen on ‘deaf
ears’ or in the event that there had been a response, this had been short
lived and had not materialised into any action. This being the case there
were considerable doubts over the continuation of the Association in its
current form after the 50" Anniversary Reunion. Either we could carry on as
we were until the Association dwindled away or we could have a more
proactive approach in terms of drawing things to a close

It was noted that the current constitution required a number of
executive officers to be elected for differing roles in the Association. The fact
that there was no interest from new or existing members who wanted to
become involved in the management of the Association, would eventually
mean that there would not be enough people to fulfil all of the executive’s
roles, and so the current constitution was not sustainable in the long term.

The current executive committee was formed when the Association
received charitable status, which allowed gift aid to be claimed on donations.
Donations have gradually reduced over the years so the loss of charitable
status would not overly impact the Association financially.

The charitable status and constitution also meant that public AGM’s
had to be held.

Alan stated that the Association should be based on what time and
effort members willingly want to give and members, particularly Executive
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Officers should not feel coerced into doing things because no one else is
prepared to do them.

Bearing all of the above in mind, Alan felt that the 50" Anniversary
Reunion should be the last in the current format. It may be that the
constitution is changed back to a voluntary organisation.

It would be good for the Association to be able to continue in some
form, but this was dependant on what time people were willing and able to
invest in it.

It was agreed that it would be good for the Association to be based in
the UK, rather than in Australia or Canada where there was significant
interest and involvement. It was just the mechanism to achieve this. Alan to
put together a strategic plan in terms of how this might be achieved for
discussion.

If the 2018 Reunion is to be our last then we will need to let the
members know and this could be done in the Chronicle issued in January
next year.

Alan W Filby presented his Treasurer’s report for the period ending
July, 2017. The various accounts have the following sums within them
Current Account: £1,182.31
Business Saver Account: £50.40
Joint Filby Association / Filby All Saints Account: £7,233.00
There has been little activity and few donations in the last year. Some
donations were made via the PayPal account.

3) Marion Filby gave her Report as Acting Secretary

Marion reported that the website had generated some interest and
contacts from new people as well as some who have heard of the
Association in their childhood. Several trees were updated from this and
passed to the Tree Manager.

Marion advised that she was happy to continue to update the website
and work on research when she was able but wanted to cut back on other
activity. The trip to Filby from their home in York was 5 hours each way
which was tiring for both her and Alan.

Alan Starkey wondered whether we should be attending genealogical
fairs to try to raise awareness. Marion advised that she was happy for others
to do so but she no longer wanted to do so. All of the boards that Jim Filby
used to use had been lost when he moved from his house, but these could
be recreated if someone wanted to attend family tree fairs.

Marion reported that she had spent quite a lot of time looking at
possibilities for events for the 50" Anniversary Reunion. These are noted
later.
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4) Alan Starkey presented the Tree Managers Report. Alan advised that
he had updated a few trees based on information received from Marion, but
that there had been little activity. He had also started to research some of
the smaller trees but not updated them and his research had "gone missing",
so would have to start again. It was noted that the excel data base was
now accessible on the web site, which had generated some interest.

5) Web-site. The Manager commented that he had recently reviewed the
website again and felt that the fresher approach was really good. He thanked
Marion for all of the hard work that it had taken to achieve this. Marion
reported that there had been a problem with the webmail from the website
but there had been 26 e-mails waiting for response. Marion has now
responded to these. It was noted as encouraging that the reformatted
website is continuing to stimulate interest.

Filby Church had advised that the installation of the new priest in
charge of the South Broads Trinity Parish, Reverend Judith Dinkling was
being held at Filby Church on 22™ August 2017. Alan & Marion advised that
they were on holiday at the time. Alan W Filby advised that he would see if
he could attend on behalf of the Association.

Alan W Filby noted that the web site was hosted on the business
account of one of Alan & Marion’s colleagues and wondered what would
happen in the event that he closed his business / web site. It would be a
shame if the web site was inadvertently lost because of this. Marion to check
about this.

6) The Re-election of Officers by Rotation:

Alan V Filby, the Deputy Manger was due for re-election this year. Alan
stated that he was willing to carry on in this role. The Manager thanked Alan
for all that he has done for the Association.

7) Arrangements for 50" Anniversary Reunion

Marion had made a number of enquiries about meals and activities
that could be done over the 50" Anniversary Reunion weekend. This was
based on the last Reunion where there was a meet and greet meal on the
Saturday evening, which had been very well received.

Martin and Vivian Moore had suggested a Mississippi River Cruise on
the Norfolk Broads. This allowed the hire of a river boat and offered
exclusivity. There was an on board bar and two differing options for food. It
was agreed that the finger food option would be preferable as there would be
a sit down meal in the evening. Marion to make a booking for this on the
Saturday afternoon.

There will be an evening meal at the Filby Bridge Inn. They would offer
us the Granary, where we would be a private function. None of the other
restaurants in the area would offer this and it would be good if we could have
some exclusivity. Based on the menu ranges that Marion had received, it
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was decided that option C was the preferred one. This offered the most
choice but also was the most expensive. It was hoped that members would
be able and willing to attend, however since some would be travelling from
overseas, the cost of the meal would be negligible compared to their other
costs. Marion to make a booking based on the above. Initially the booking
could be for 45 to 50 and the numbers could be firmed up later when
numbers of people attending was more fully known.

The AGM would be at Filby Church on Sunday morning at 11.00am. It
is assumed that the overseas visitors will attend. If it is to be our last AGM it
may cause other people to attend, so the numbers may get boosted.

There would be lunch at the Church, again hosted by the ladies of
Filby Church. Again we would need to confirm numbers to them nearer the
date. It was noted how well the ladies of Filby Church had provided for the
Association at the Reunion meals over the years.

The Family service would be in the afternoon. It was suggested that
we see if we can move the start time forward to 2.00pm. This would make the
travelling arrangements for people after the service easier.

8) The issue of the Association making a gift to the church at the 50"
Reunion was discussed. Alan V Filby suggested that £5000 of the joint
account monies was given to the church. Whilst this is a joint account, all of
the monies within in had come from the Association members. It was noted
that in the past there had been some comments that monies given to the
Association should be retained by the Association for its own purposes,
rather than giving them to the church, however it was noted that when
Ellsworth Filby founded the Association the 2 primary aims were the research
of the family name as well as support to the local parish church.

It was noted that we should be able to get a presentation cheque from
the bank for whatever amount we decide to give. Alan V Filby to enquire if
the church has a project where we could make a donation to help.

Donating this amount will leave a balance of £2200 which can be used
for the Association. These funds could be transferred into the Associations
account and the Joint Account could be closed down.

9) Gifts to attendees.

Alan Starkey wondered whether the past versions of the Chronicle
could be bound together as a book. Whilst it was noted that this was an
interesting suggestion, however wondered who would want these. It was
noted that they were available on the website.

Marion had made enquiries about having embroidered family crests mounted
in wooden frames. Based on 50 frames this would cost £407.78. The
intention was that each family group attending would receive a framed
embroidered crest. If was not financially viable to give each attendee a
separate framed crest. Marion had hoped to bring a sample of this to this
AGM but had not been received in time. Alan W Filby felt that any gifts we
give need to be of a decent quality. It was agreed that Marion should assess
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the quality of the sample when it had been received and decide whether we
should proceed with this. Alan V Filby suggested that we find out whether a
picture framer would be able to assembly the embroidery patches, backing
board and frame as this would be easier and quicker than one of executive
team doing so.

It was suggested that the backing board could have a reference to the 50"
Anniversary Reunion, but that after that they can be purchased by members
and residents of Filby if they so desire.

10) AOB

Alan W Filby noted that he had located some of the 40™ Anniversary paper
weights as well as some of the ties that had been made in the past. The ties
were the printed polyester ones rather than the embroidered ones that Jim
Filby had more recently had made. Alan wondered whether people would
want these as they were a bit dated, however agreed to bring them to the
Reunion.

The date for our next Filby Association AGM.12" August, 2018, at Filby
Church commencing at 11.00am.

The Chairperson closed the meeting at 12.40pm and thanked all for their
attendance.

PLEASE USE OUR WEBSITE

www.filby.org
Make the past fifty years worth the effort!

A lot of people all over the world
have contributed by sending us their research.

HELP US TO HELP OUR DESCENDANTS
CONTINUE TO BUILD ON THEIR FAMILY TREE.

THANK YOU FROM US ALL AT
THE FILBY ASSOCIATION




