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Please note:  

This will be the last year that we automatically send out free 

hard copies of the Chronicle. In future if you prefer to receive 

these they can be requested through Marion Filby at the 

address shown opposite, accompanied by a £3 cheque UK 

(£5 abroad) and made out to ‘The Filby Association’.  

For next year please advise before the end of November, 

2016.   Thank you. 
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Manager’s report – Alan W Filby  
  
 

This is the first time that I have written the Association’s Managers Report, 
having been elected to this role at the AGM earlier in the year. 
 

Jim Filby  

 Jim Filby, our previous manager, had to retire from this position due to 
ill health earlier in the year. He has now moved to a warden controlled 
accommodation where he can get more support and assistance in the event 
that he needs it.  

  

 I would like to take this opportunity of formally thanking Jim for all of 
his input over the years. How the Association has evolved has been due to 
many people, and Jim has paid a significant role in making our Association 
what it is today. We wish him well in his retirement. 
 

Further thanks 
 My thanks also go to all of the Association officers, particularly Marion 
Filby for her work in compiling the Chronicle, and Alan Starkey our Tree 
Manager, who manages all the family tree data that we have gathered over 
the years. How we communicate and how we manage our family tree data 
and research is fundamental to the Association. 
 

Web site 
 I am sure that there are as many Filby’s of all the different spellings, 
out there as there ever were, however the Association seems to be failing in 
reaching them to see whether they are interested in joining. The officers have 
agreed that we need to revamp our web site to help raise our profile. Our 
existing web site has served us well for a number of years, but we think that 
it needs refreshing to help stimulate interest from new members. Marion is 
currently working on this but it is likely to take a while before it is operational. 
Again many thanks to Marion for this. 
 

Where have we come from? 
 I have been looking through some of the old Filby Newsletters and 
Saga’s. It is fascinating to read of the subjects that were discussed in the 
early years, including our Founder, Ellsworth Filby’s musings that given the 
response to his correspondences he might start an Association…..  
 

 In the early years the newsletters were duplicated, images were 
monochrome and sometimes of not particularly good quality, however they 
met the objectives of why they were written, namely to update members of 
the Association with news of colleagues, family tree research, articles of 
family members from the past, and what was happening in the village of 
Filby. The Chronicle aims to do the same, although I am sure that you will 
agree that quality and presentation is now far higher than it was in the past. 
  

 The Association, by its nature is backward looking. Family tree 
research involves looking back through history to try to find where we have 
come from and how our family trees have evolved. What we do less of is to 
look forward. The question of where are we going is valid for us all as 
individuals and this is equally true for the Filby Association. 
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Recurring themes from the past 
 Throughout all of the newsletters and Saga’s there have been a 
number of common themes, but one is evident for the purpose of this 
report, that being the request for help in the running and management of 
the Association. In the 1975-76 Saga. Ellsworth Filby asked, as he 
approached his 80th birthday, if there was anyone interested in taking over 
the work of the Association. It was the last Saga that he wrote as he 
passed away later in 1976. 
 

 In the past it was great to note that people regularly volunteered to 
help with the Association, some played a small part whilst others went on 
to play a significant part in the life and history of the Association. 
 

 We now find ourselves at a similar positon in that if the Association 
is to continue, then more people will be required to assist in the running 
and management. The difference is that whilst in the past people have 
come forward eagerly, however, following many recent requests there has 
been a very poor response. 
 

 It may be that the Association’s time has come and that it is time for 
it to close. If there is no continued interest, that closure becomes all the 
more certain. 
 

 It could be that our 50th anniversary in 2018 will also be our last, 
which is a sobering thought. 
 

 In my own case, my parents were involved with the Association from 
its founding. I remember attending the Homecoming in 1968, albeit, only 
being 7 years old at the time. I would like to see it continue, however, to be 
worthwhile it needs involvement from members. 
 

 Referring again to the previous issues of the newsletter that I have 
been reviewing, I would close by including an article that appeared in the 
1987 Newsletter…….. 
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I have to say that I have absolutely no recollection of writing this, but it was 28 
years ago. I would hope that I’m a bit more diplomatic now but the sentiment of 
the message is the same, that the Association does need the involvement of 
more members and hopefully some new ones. 
 I hope that you enjoy reading this Chronicle. 
       Alan Filby  alanf@filby.org 
 

Secretary’s Report—Marion Filby   

 

Firstly, may I say welcome to new members that have joined us this year,  and 
thank those of you who have sent donation to the Association. We have a lot 
going on in 2016 and many changes will be made to bring our Association into 
the 21st century.  Here are two examples: 
 

WEB SITE—www.filby.org 

We feel that the lack of enquiries from our web site is due to the fact that it is 
rather out dated, in as much as it is not compatible to mobile devices / phones 
that reduce the page size. It was also suggested that the pages themselves 
were too ‘busy’, had too much information, no initial impact and were not 
attracting readers to stay on the page or site.  

 I have been working closely with a web designer who has demonstrated 
what our web pages should show – impact – attention drawing pictures and 
wording. We have put together a new web site that we hope will stimulate 
interest and encourage more people to remain on the site—and in return draw 
new members and more research enquires, as well as the much needed 
donations. 

 The web site should be up and running in these first few months of 2016 
– trial pages that I will be able to access myself and update, add or remove. 
There will be a Home page that directs the reader to their desired point of 
enquiry and we will include as much as we can to encourage more interest in 
the Filby Association. We have to grow and recruit younger members because 
if we don’t the Association will not have any future.   

OUR NEXT FILBY REUNION will be on  

Sunday, 14th August, 2016 

 at All Saints Church, Filby, Norfolk, England. 

11.00am — AGM in the church 

12.30pm — LUNCH will be served in the church 

  2.30pm — Family Service  to include the 

 dedication of a book trolley in memory of our  

Late Presidents, Len & Mary Filby 

Please let us know if you will be joining us—by post or email, Thank you. 
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Philbey Family Reunion in Australia—2015  
 
The Philbey family is scattered far and wide throughout Australia from Western 
Australia to Queensland. To be able to hold a reunion, it was necessary to 
choose a date that had additional days to allow for travel. The long weekend 
being 3rd – 5th October was chosen rather than the June holiday weekend due to 
better weather conditions.   

 
 The reunion was hosted by Darryl and Glennis Philbey at their property, 
the Homestead, on the banks of the Condamine River, which lies two hours west 
of Brisbane in Queensland. The weather was superb and the Sunday was quite 
hot!  
 
 Many travelled from South Australia, Canberra, New South Wales and 
Victoria, not forgetting those who travelled several hours in Queensland. In 
several cases it had been many years since the entire family had been together 
- 45 members attended. Several family members were unable to attend due to 
illness. We wish them a speedy recovery. 
 
 Friday night was enjoyed at the local pub with dinner, joining in on meat 
raffles sold by local clubs and walking away with two of the delicious trays.  
 
 On arrival on Saturday, a visitor’s book needed to be signed at the 
appropriate year 2015, and past reunions with dates specified, so as a record 
can be passed to future reunion hosts.  
 
 Saturday began with the Meet and Greet at the Cecil Plains Memorial 
Hall, which is maintained by the Toowoomba Regional Council and amenities 
are outstanding for a country Hall.  
 
 
 We began with the cutting of 
the ceremonial cake, which was cut 
by the oldest family member at the 
Reunion, Lesley Lahey, born 1938, 
and then presented to all at afternoon 
tea. The youngest child present was 
Ambrose Jock Montgomery, born 
March, 2015, grandson of Darryl 
Philbey. 
 
 The focal point of Saturday was 
the demographical map. All 
attendants needed to contribute their 
own family tree to the map, giving 
additions of new members born and 
the sad passing of loved ones.  
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 Many changes have occurred to all families since the 2000 Philbey book 
was compiled by Graham Philbey. Not all branches added their story to the 
2013 book compiled by Marilyn Philbey. We are now able to write a 
supplement that can be made available to add to either book.   
 
 Trevor Philbey from Nuriootpa in South Australia entertained us at 
intervals throughout the day. Trevor is a Country and Western singer, 
songwriter and guitarist, one of the many talented musicians in Australia. 
During the quiet of the afternoon those from South Australia were taken on a 
tour of the local cemetery to view the graves of family members buried there.  
 
 Morning tea, lunch and dinner were beautifully served by our local 
Progress Association, with help from Glennis and Darryl’s friends.  

 
 Sunday began with 
breakfast at the Homestead 
served in the ancient Coach 
House. To everyone’s surprise 
a soldier from the British 40th 
Regiment of Foot stood guard 
in full military uniform, to 
marshal one and all to 
breakfast! He was attended by 
his Lady, also in period dress. 
This Regiment brought the first 
batch of convicts to Moreton 
Bay in 1823 .So we were 
privileged to have them 
present at our Reunion.  
 

 
 Breakfast was followed by an 
authentic Flag Raising Ceremony 
with the British Guard firing his 
musket!   
 
 At 10.00am an Ecumenical 
Church Service led by lay preacher, 
Mrs Lorraine Ryan, was held on the 
lawn outside the 1920 Slab Hut. 
Morning Tea followed before the 
official group photo was taken with 
all standing together on the front 
steps of the Homestead.  
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 At approximately 11.30am we moved 
down to the Bush Barbie area at the river 
where we were entertained  by a local 
stockman, camp cook, poet and song writer, 
Ned Winter, who also tells very, very 
believable stories about his droving days 
while making damper, which we had the 
pleasure of eating “ HOT “ with golden syrup 
(treacle).  
 
 We no sooner finished this when the 
bell sounded to call us all to a BBQ 
luncheon. By now we were all ready to find a 
shady tree and relax. During all the 
laughing, eating and more eating, stories of 
family events were discussed and friendships with external family members 
forged. Tree lines were discussed at great length. From this I hope to be able 
to follow the descendants of Henry Philbey who arrived in Australia before 
George. Henry married and 12 children were born to this union.  
  
 One new family member to the Queensland group, Shauna Bradley, 
was quick off the mark with her very small computer, and soon produced 
names of marriages for the children of Henry. We now have a starting point. 
  
 Sunday evening was enjoyed around the bonfire on the bank of the 
Condamine River while we tucked into, once again, a BBQ meal. 

  
 Monday saw several families 
pack up and make their way home. 
While those not in such hurry 
remained to talk and discuss the 
next reunion, which will be of a 
smaller variety, may be lunch or 
afternoon tea.  
 
 For those keen to travel 
arrangements were tentatively 
made for the 50th Anniversary in 
August 2018 in the Village of Filby. 
  
 I would like to thank all 
families who keenly responded to 
the 2015 Reunion and sharing with 
Darryl and I, to keep the family ties 

              so strong.  
 
   Glennis Philbey  
   Cecil Plains Homestead, Cecil Plains, Qld 4407  
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Ode to Philbeys of Australia…… 

In My Veins……… By Anne Griffiths  
 
 

Three hundred years have come and gone since Philbey’s made their 
name, Still today we have their blood running in our veins.  
 
Today we are here to pay tribute to our branch of this great tree,  
John and Lily by name commenced our dynasty.  
 
Pioneers of the Darling Downs the Philbey name has stood the test of 
time,  
Through war, flood and famine their courage never undermined.  
 
As the years pass before us and our childhood memories fade with 
time , 
We should be taking notes to pass on down the family line.  
 
Without the written evidence of our lives and what we did, how can we 
expect our heritage to pass on to our kids.  
 
Please remember now that trees that bear must have a solid core , 
And every year that passes it grows a little more.  
 
We can’t let the fruits of this time forget from whence they came , 
For if they don’t know, we have only ourselves to blame.  
 
Let’s make this solemn promise that the blood running through our 
veins  
Ensures our future heritage and long live the Philbey name. 
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To all our Australian members: 

Darryl, Glennis and Meegan at the Cecil Plains Homestead were our 

hosts.  They organised a full and varied programme.   We owe them special 

thanks; they have had more than their fair share of travails and woe (two 

floods, a tornado and a terrible road accident), but showed that indomitable 

spirit and indefatigable energy which we would like to think is characteristic of 

the clan, to make this a memorable occasion.  They have made an enormous 

contribution to keeping the family connections strong and active. 

 The question arises -- What next?  Reunions have been taking place 

at regular intervals over the past two decades, but time and other factors 

have been taking their toll, and we fear that the momentum could slip.  We 

have of course the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Filby Association 

in Filby Village (Norfolk, UK) in August 2018 as something to which we can 

look forward, but it would be good if we could keep the ball rolling here, 

somewhere in Australia.   

 Hence, it would be most welcome if some folks could step forward to 

organise and host the next Australian reunion in the not too distant future, i.e. 

before the end of the decade.  It need not be a grand affair, but perhaps a 

modest gathering one afternoon or evening, just to keep the connections 

alive.  If you should have any ideas or are willing to arrange another occasion 

which could serve as a reunion, we would like to hear from you. 

 Contact Organiser Garth Hunt...email….glhunt15@gmail.com 

A Message from Helen Filby—Australian Correspondent  

The Queensland group of Filby families, under Garth Hunt's organisation, 
held a family reunion in October - due to several prearranged family visits to 
Townsville, I am sorry we were unable to attend.    

 We had a family visit to Darlington in England to spend time with 
Dave's Mother, Mary, who is 91 and our son, Chris and his family visited from 
Scotland. We had a family wedding in February and have two more in the 
coming 6 months. I hope to have photographs for the next issue of Chronicle. 

 It is always interesting to travel around the country to meet different 

Filby/Philby families - none of which seem to be related, but always raise a 

topic of conversation. Hopefully at some time in the future, we will be able to 

visit another Filby Association family reunion. 

Regards to all, Helen  Filby…..email…..dave_filby@internode.on.net 
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Greetings to Filby Association members across the world 
from All Saints Church, Filby, Norfolk, England. 

 

We are sorry we were unable to host a Filby Association Sunday this summer, 
because of the re-ordering work taking place at the church. 

As is the way of these things, there have been delays, firstly caused by 
the consultation process required to obtain a faculty (which is the Church of 
England’s “planning permission” process for listed buildings). This necessitated 
a judgement by the Diocesan Chancellor. By the time this came, we had lost 
our place in the Contractor’s schedule. 

Now, the church looks like a building site, but by the time we welcome 
you back to Filby – hopefully in 2016 – we expect all the work to be complete. 

We are retaining the central Victorian pews and chancel but aiming to 
achieve a compromise between the facilities needed for mission (and that 
everyone expects in 21st Century) and the cherished heritage and ambience of 
a village church. 

There will be improved level access toilets, a proper kitchen, a new 
Vestry and improved space in the church for serving meals etc. We are hoping 
our funds will stretch to redecorating the church and it will be much improved 
church you will return to. 

All this work is being carried out for the mission of the church. We want 
the church to be more flexible and usable for the 21st Century, so that the 
church can continue to grow and serve the community into the future. 

2016 will be my last Filby Association Sunday as I retire in 2016.  

The Filby Association provides a unique dimension to church life here 
(and has done so for 50 years). And I trust this link will continue into the years 
ahead. 

I wish you all every blessing for 2016 and the years to come.   

     Reverend Graham Steel. 

PLEASE SEND STORIES FOR OUR NEXT CHRONICLE—BIRTHS AND 

MARRIAGES TOO—LETS HEAR FROM YOU—ABOUT YOUR FAMILY. 

Permission has been given by individuals to publish all articles used. Whilst 

every precaution has been taken to ensure accuracy of contents of this 

Chronicle during compilation, we apologise for any unintentional offence 

caused. Genealogy is not a precise art depending on old records etc., some 

of which are almost illegible. Members have given information to the Associa-

tion over the years some of which still has to be verified by our team of re-

searchers. Mistakes will be rectified should you bring them to our attention. 
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Did You Know…  

  

……...that each German state or city had its own laws regarding 
passports? In many cases, the applications for passports and the supporting 
documentation have been preserved. The advantages of these records are 
often that they give information such as the emigrant's name, birth date or 
age, birthplace, occupation, last residence, verification of identity, and 
physical description.  

 The LDS church have indexed the Stuttgart and Württemburg 
passport records for the period 1845 to 1920. This index usually gives the 
emigrant's hometown and destination from where a person can then find a 
filmed version of the original passport and visa record. 

 Another type of emigration record was so-called ‘permissions to 
emigrate’. It was the case that Germans had to apply for permission to 
emigrate from most areas. Again the filming of the LDS church is helpful as 
they have microfilmed the emigration application records of Württemberg, 
for example.   

 The advantage of these documents is that they list the emigrant's 
birthplace, residence, assets, and indebtedness. Most Württemberg records 
consist of applications and the accompanying documents that were 
collected by district offices. These records begin in the mid-1700s, with most 
from the 1800s. Most districts also have handwritten indexes for the mid-
1800s. Six published volumes of indexes are available, which so far cover 
35 of the 64 districts.   

 There is also an index for Württemberg emigration compiled by 
Ancestry which is searchable online on www.ancestry.co.uk. If you find a 
name of interest, the Ancestry index refers you to a LDS film number which 
could then be viewed on microfilm at a LDS Family History Centre, providing 
of course that you can read German! 

    ************************** 

Another Filby Bench 

My name is Alan Starkey and I am married to Christine (nee Filby) hence 

my connection with the Filby Association. 

 Christine and her parents moved from Brighouse, West Yorkshire, to 

New Hey Farm, Scamonden in 1957 but were forced to move out when the 

Scammonden Dam and M62 motorway were built.  They would have lost 

approximately half of their land and the water would have been lapping up 

against the buildings (so they were told). 

 A few months ago, Yorkshire Water advertised that they were seeking 
sponsors for several benches to be placed alongside the various walks 
around the dam.  We had recently come into some money and thought it 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk
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was a good way to spend some of it on one of the benches to commemorate 

her parents.  We contacted Yorkshire Water and expressed our interest only to 

be told “No commemorations”.  They did agree to let us put a plaque on which 

simply said “Jim and Doris Filby lived here 1957-1966. 

 We spent some time with the project officer looking at several possible 

sites before settling on one more or less where the farm buildings originally 

stood (now the car park for the Sailing Club).   

  

The view is the 

one that would 

have been seen 

from the farm,    

across the valley 

towards Dean 

Head Church.  

  

 

 

  

 It seemed to take forever before we were notified that the bench was 

now in place.  We visited and found the bench was not what we expected.  It is 

a simple construction, but very substantial, and it is more comfortable than it 

looks. 

 So, if you are in Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, with some time to spare, 

pop up to Scammonden Dam, park your car, walk down to the Sailing Club 

and enjoy the view from another Filby Bench. 

    Alan Starkey (Tree Manager)   adam@filby.org 

mailto:adam@filby.org
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The Filby DNA Project to date: 

There have been five further tests undertaken in 2015 – thank you to all our 

volunteers as this is a great help to our continuing research. 

 Seventeen tests have taken place since our project started in 2009 and of 

these we have eight that match what we have concluded to be our FILBY Gene. 

Haplogroup G-M201. These surnames are all spelt FILBY and we would greatly 

appreciate further volunteers with a different spelling. 

 Two other test results matched but were from a different Haplogroup – R-

269 and both were spelt PHILBEY. Although their family originated in the UK 

they are descendants of the same immigrants to Australia in the 1800s. 

 Where we have had six results that do not match either of the above, we 

have completed our research and established the date and place where a non-

paternity event had occurred for four of them. 

 Throughout all our results there is a mix of trees involved. T01, T02, T03, 

T05, T06 and U07. The Filby Gene shows up on all except T03 which is the 

Australian PHILBEY tree. The proven non-paternity events occur on T01, T02 

and T06. However, they are on separate branches of the tree and most NP 

events have occurred in the last three or four generations. It is good to know 

there are still Filby genes being passed on genetically through other branches 

today. Unfortunately, one NP event on tree T02 could not be found. 

 While writing this we have received a FILBEY test result that did not 

match either of the above and is a new Haplogroup R-M512. We have 

suspicions that a non-paternity event occurred within the last two generations 

but are awaiting test results from a cousin to confirm this. It will be interesting to 

see if he has the FILBY gene - being of the FILBEY surname spelling. 

 If you are interested in taking a test please contact me on 

marion.filby@virgin.net and I will order your test – cost to you approx. £90. 

ANCESTRY RESEARCH 

I have spent most of this year updating trees with birth, marriage and death 

notices, so please keep sending these in to me for our database and future 

researchers. 

 Nick Filby in Australia has been working very hard on his ancestry and 

due to finding a misspelt surname he has managed to link his tree to one of our 

largest - T02. This has been an amazing find, thank you Nick! I have now 

merged the two trees together for future reference. 

mailto:marion.filby@virgin.net


16 

 I have only had one enquiry from our web site this year, which is 
disappointing, and even more so because after sending her the information 
she required I did not even get a response to say ‘thank you’, which is very 
annoying when the information we give freely has probably cost the 
Association or a volunteer much time and expense to find. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CELEBRATING THE 50th  

ANNIVERSARY OF OUR ASSOCIATION 

1968—2018 

This will be held at All Saints Church, 

Filby, Norfolk, England 

On the weekend of 11th—12th August, 2018 

SATURDAY, 11th August— Meet & Greet Dinner 

SUNDAY, 12th August 

11.00am AGM in the church 

12.30pm— LUNCH in the church 

2.30pm—FAMILY SERVICE  

 We are hoping to organise more events over the course of the weekend 
and will let you know in due course, meanwhile put this weekend in your new 
diaries to make sure you will be joining us in 2018. 

  We have already heard that our Australian members are saving to 
make the journey to be with us again, so please make a special effort to be 
there in numbers and make it a really exciting weekend for everyone.  

 Please let Marion Filby know if you are planning to attend either or 
both days events so that we can make arrangements regarding numbers 
to accommodate and feed. Check our facebook page for information. 

By snail mail to the address inside front cover OR 

By email to marion.filby@virgin.net 

Please note: There will not be a Filby Sunday in 2017 
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Kim Philby – by Jean Jacques Filby   

Well, a lot has been said about Harold Adrian 
Russell Philby (a.k.a. Kim Philby). He was a 
British double agent, and there is evidence that 
he was (the only?) triple agent (see "Young 
Philby" by English Gold Dagger awardee Robert 
Littel). Attention should be given to Robert Littel, 
as he is the only journalist to have a total of 
over 350 hours of interviews with Philby, and 
also the only journalist who was granted access 
to his KGB dossier. 

In sum, he was a member of the British 
secret service, the MI6, chief liaison officer with 
the CIA, and then a spy for the KGB. Born in 
Ambala, India on New Year's Day 1912, the son 
of the illustrious St. John Philby and Dora 
Johnston, he took on the nickname of "Kim" after the boy in Rudyard Kipling's 
novel of the same name. Like his father, he went to Westminster School and 
left there at 16, for a scholarship to Trinity College (Cambridge), where he 
became a communist while a student. In 1933 when he graduated, he 
became a Soviet agent, and was introduced to the World Federation for the 
Relief of the Victims of German Fascism in Paris. He continued his work for 
the World Federation in Vienna, where he met his future wife, young Austrian 
communist Litzi Friedman (Alice Kohlmann). After the several hundred deaths 
in the February Uprising, Kim married Litzi in February 1934, allowing her to 
escape to England on his British passport. It is said that Litzi's Viennese 
friend, Edith Tudor Hart, living in London, was the first Soviet agent to contact 
Kim (and Litzi) about working for the Soviets, not Guy Burgess. Kim's father 
was a friend of the director of the School of Slavonic Languages and he was 
instrumental in enrolling Kim to learn Russian there. Kim and Litzi separated, 
although they did not divorce until 1946. In 1940, Kim arranged Litzi's escape 
from Paris where she was living, in light of the increasing threat of a German 
overrunning of the city. 

In 1937, Kim went to Seville, where 
a civil war was going on. As a 
journalist, he reported from the side 
of the pro-Franco forces. Travelling 
by car with three other journalists in 
December 1937 during the Battle of 
Teruel, the car was shelled; one 
journalist died instantly and the 
other two subsequently died of their 
injuries. Kim, who always spoke well 
of the victories of the Nationalist 
forces, was decorated by Franco 
himself, as a result of this incident. 
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this gave Kim access to fascist circles. Philby writes: "Before then, there had 
been a lot of criticism of British journalists from Franco officers who seemed to 
think that the British in general must be a lot of Communists because so many 
were fighting with the International Brigades. After I had been wounded and 
decorated by Franco himself, I became known as 'the English-decorated-by-
Franco' and all sorts of doors opened to me." Kim attempted to recruit Flora 
Solomon as a Soviet agent. Flora was a gold dealer, the daughter of a 
Russian banker, and was married to a London stockbroker. She was also 
related to the Rothschilds. But at the same time, Burgess was trying to 
introduce her to the MI6! Moscow was informed that Philby's motives were 
suspicious. 

Less than twenty-four hours before the French surrender in World War 
II, he sailed from France for Plymouth. In London, Kim was appointed as an 
instructor in the art of clandestine propaganda for the new SOE (Special 
Operations Executive). Philby provided Stalin with advance warning of 
Operation Barbarossa and of Japan's intent to strike at Singapore, rather than 
the Hitler-suggested target of the USSR. This influenced Stalin's decision to 
bring troops from the Far East so they could be used around Moscow as a 
counteroffensive. In the midst of the war, Kim's intelligence responsibilities 
included Portugal, Spain, North Africa and Italy, and received the OBE (Order 
of the British Empire) in 1946.  

In the winter of 1947, Kim became publically known as "First Secretary 
at the British Consulate" for Turkey, as a cover for his position as head of 
British intelligence for Turkey. Kim's wife, Aileen, used to inflict injuries upon 
herself (a psychological problem since her childhood). In 1948, her husband's 
drinking and depression caused her to stage an accident, and she was sent to 
Switzerland to recover. She returned to Istanbul at the end of 1948, was 
burned by a stove and returned to Switzerland. Then the Philby family moved 
to Washington, D.C. in Kim's new post as Chief SIS representative.  

In an attempt to protect 
an agent (Maclean), Philby 
arranged to have Burgess sent 
back to London to warn Maclean 
(who was under surveillance) of 
an impending SIS interrogation. 
Burgess accumulated three 
speeding tickets in the same 
day, provoking the British 
Ambassador to send him back 
to England. Philby then sent a 
"coded" message to Burgess 
about his car abandoned in the 
Embassy car park, and that "If he did not act at once it would be too late…
there was nothing more [he] could do". Instead of just simply warning 
Maclean, Burgess had to flee with him to France on Maclean's birthday and 
then on to Russia. This "affair of the missing diplomats" as it was known 
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caused Kim to return to London, where he underwent MI5 interrogation, and 
in the summer of 1951 he resigned from the MI6 in order to avoid being 
dismissed. In the end, Kim was officially cleared of the matter in the autumn 
of 1955. 

 

Kim Philby with fellow British  
double  agent George Blake 

and their wives, Ruffina 
Ivanovna Pukhova and Ida 
Blake at Blake’s home in  

Russia, 1975. 

 

 

Kim moved to Beirut in August, 1956, as a journalist, which he then 
used as a cover for more work with the MI6. His wife, Aileen, was discovered 
dead on 12 December, 1957, in her bedroom. Although her psychiatrist 
suspected that Kim may have murdered her because she knew too much, 
the coroner ruled otherwise. After Aileen's death, Kim remarried in 1959 in 
London and returned to Beirut. Nicholas Elliott was assigned to get a 
confession from Kim. On 23 January, 1963, Philby disappeared from Beirut 
and went to Russia, some say via a Soviet freighter to Odessa, others report 
it was overland through Soviet Armenia and then on to Russia. Philby's 
whereabouts became clear later that year on 30 July when Russia officially 
announced that it had given him political asylum in the USSR. But it was then 
suggested that the entire ordeal with Elliot was a charade, aimed at 
convincing the KGB that he should be brought back to Moscow, where in the 
end he could become a British penetration agent of Moscow Centre. Philby 
himself thought that the opportunity to flee to Moscow was actually left open 
for him by the MI6, in order to avoid an 
embarrassing public trial. 

Led to believe that he was a colonel in 
the KGB, Kim learned upon arrival that he 
would be paid 500 roubles a month and that 
his family could not join him immediately. Ten 
years would pass before he visited KGB 
headquarters where he then received a 
negligible amount of unimportant work. He was 
actually under house arrest, with all visitors 
screened. A close KGB contact Mikhail 
Lyubimov said that was for his protection, but 
subsequently admitted that the KGB feared he 
would return to London. Kim stated that he 
didn't miss much of anything from England, but 
his wife Ruffina Ivanovna Pukhova (they got 
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married in 1971) said that Kim was "disappointed 
with what he found in Moscow, especially how badly 
old people live here". Kim died in 1988 in Moscow 
of heart failure. Russia granted him a hero's funeral 
and he received many medals. 

 

The Russian stamp that came out after Kim 
Philby’s death. 

 

Jean-Jacques Filby—jjfilby@filby.org 

   (European Correspondent) 

                  ****************************** 

Tree M126 on our Database. 

The Kim Philby Tree  has been an interesting part of my research over the 
last few years and unfortunately, I have only managed to take it back to 
1750. Mysteriously, I have not found any branches of this tree that connects 
with any other tree on our database, even with a spelling variation. The family 
at that time originated from a firm of solicitors. 

 However, there are members of our Association who have told me that 
they believe they are related to Kim Philby, but even though I have these 
members on our database and connected to other trees I have not yet found 
any common ancestor that they share between them. 

 If you  have any evidence that links you to Kim Philby and his family I 
would very much appreciate you letting me have this information as soon as 
possible so that I can confirm your findings. Hopefully, this would help me to 
progress further back into history. 

 I have many Wills of the Philby family that have enabled me to place 
relatives. However, since the notorious escapades of Kim, the family has 
become very disjointed and several tragic events have taken place,   

 

OBITUARY OF JOHN PHILBY (son of Kim) 

John's earliest memories were of the idyllic time spent in Istanbul where, in 

1947, 'Kim' Philby, his father, had been posted as station chief for the British 

Secret Intelligence Service. They lived in a sprawling villa on the Bosporus. 

In 1945 Guy Burgess came to stay for a holiday, but his mother resented the 

close relationship he had with her husband. The following year Kim Philby 

was posted to the USA. John recalled when living in Washington, that Guy 

Burgess visited again, and he didn't like his dark nicotine-stained fingers and 

his nail biting. At this time Burgess kept his standard issue KGB revolver and 

camera  hidden  under  John's  bed. (In 1951 Burgess's  defection to Moscow  
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 with Donald Maclean cast suspicion on Kim Philby.) 

 On the Philbys’ return to London John attended Beaumont House, a 

prep school in Hampshire. While he was there in 1955, the Labour MP 

Marcus Lipton accused Kim Philby in Parliament of 'dubious Third Man 

activities'. However, Harold Macmillan, the Prime Minister, announced that 

'he had no reason to believe that Mr Philby has at any time betrayed the 

interests of his country'. 

 When John's mother died in 1957, none of her children were invited to 

the funeral, and he never knew where she was buried. They went to live with 

an aunt and uncle. John completed his education at Lord Wandsworth 

College in Hampshire, and thereafter saw little of his father. When he was 17 

his father was exposed as a spy! John enrolled at the Hornsey School of Art 

to study painting and sculpture. It was there he embraced left wing politics 

and joined the Young Socialists. He worked as a free lance journalist before 

taking up carpentry working from a small workshop at Kings Cross where he 

made stands for exhibitions. This became his main business until his death 

in 2009. 

 He valued his anonymity although he never changed his name from 

Philby. He always stated if asked, that he was the son of Kim Philby (the 

spy). His father never explained his treachery to John and in return John 

never asked. He visited his father in Moscow but was embarrassed by his 

VIP treatment. The two became good friends in the Soviet Union, 

accompanied by KGB minders, and drank heavily along the way. 

 At his father's funeral John refused to have any photographs taken 

when kissing his father in the open coffin. The coffin was then lowered into 

the ground with a volley of shots fired from a guard of honour. 

 John was divorced three times. 

N.B. John’s daughter, Charlotte Philby, became a journalist and in 2007 

wrote an article about her grandfather. I contacted her several times and 

asked permission to use it in our Chronicle, but she never replied. 

She wrote: “My grandfather was Kim Philby and I'm proud of it. I know he 

was responsible for the deaths of countless men…………...” and ends 

……….“Equally, it's impossible to reconcile that understanding with my 

memory of Grandpa - a cheery old man with a warm smile, who spent hours 

sitting in a padded armchair in his modest Moscow flat, singing silly songs” 

      Marion Filby (editor)    

       marion.filby@virgin.net 
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                Ron Filby   

5th June 1943 – 19th June 2015 

At school Ron was an adventurous lad, tall with 
red hair, good at all athletics and sports being 
in every team, football, cricket, rugby and 
swimming to represent his home town. 

 Leaving at 15, he secured an 
apprenticeship as a Joiner at British Rail. 
Completing his apprenticeship at 21 he joined 
the Army enlisting in the 13th/18th Hussars Tank 
Regiment and was duly shipped out to 
Germany where he completed his two year 

service.  Ron returned to work at the Railway in Doncaster and retired with a 
long service merit after thirty-three years. 

 Ron was married to Kath and had three daughters, Angela, Carolyn 
and Joanne, with grandchildren, Hayley, Darren, Luke, Jake, Joe and 
Robert. One of the things they all recall is how he always used to talk in 
Cockney rhyming slang, probably inherited from his family in London. They 
understood what he was saying, but when their friends came to the house it 
was such a laugh as he may as well have been talking another language.  
We often had to translate for them. 

 Ron had accidently chopped some of his finger ends off whilst at work. 
He joked with the grandkids telling them ‘that’s what happens when you pick 
your nose, or to others that’s what happens when you mess around with 
doors’.  He retired when he was 52 and having time on his hands, cleverly 
began carving some wonderful walking sticks, which he lovingly made for the 
family. 

 Ron walked for miles with Hamish, his little white West Highland 
terrier. Everyone around knew Ron, he was such a sociable man, kind and 
considerate and would do anything for anyone. He and Kath spent many 
happy years at their caravan in Skegness, and the whole family have shared 
many great times on holiday at a large country house big enough to take 
them all.  

 He was very proud of his family name and each year they went to the 
Filby reunion, in the village of Filby in Norfolk, often meeting up with other 
members of the family from around the world – the Filby clan. 

 Kath so movingly said that she feels lost without her loving husband. 
Forty-six wonderful years they shared together and she knows this love will 
never die.   Ron was a strong man, mentally as well as physically, he was 
kind and thoughtful, well respected and appreciated by all who have been 
privileged to have known him. 

 He is sadly missed by all the family and many friends world-wide. 
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Joyce Caroline Filby 1922 - 2015 

Joyce was not one to talk about herself.  It was 
her decision to let her husband Bob take the 
limelight whilst she performed a supporting role, 
but what a huge supporting role that has been.  
She was steadfast in her support of Bob’s 
career and was a devoted homemaker; roles 
she fulfilled with dedication and enthusiasm. 
She was immensely proud of her husband, her 
family and her home.   

 Joyce was born in Erith in Kent in 1922.  
Her early years were in the village of Plaxtol, 
Kent, a village dominated by the Fairlawne 
estate, then owned by the Cazalet family.  Her 
father, Walter, having worked at Woolwich 
Arsenal through the Great War was, by then, a 
plumber.  In a period of recession, his work was 
spasmodic and money was short so there were 
not many treats for a little girl.  Tragedy struck when Walter was killed on a 
building site when Joyce was 10, and her mum, Gertie, was left to bring up 
Joyce on her own.  They had moved to Northwood and Joyce worked hard at 
school to win a scholarship to Harrow County School for Girls where she 
matriculated, exceeding the start she had in life. 

 When she left school she passed the Civil Service Entrance Exam and 
went into the Post Office, initially working in the Central Telegraph Office in 
London where she operated a tele-printer receiving and sending messages 
around the world regarding the progress of WW2.  She was the first person to 
hear that the German Battleship Graf Spee had been sunk off Buenos Aires in 
1939. 

 Joyce moved back to be the Supervisor of Pinner Post Office and that is 
where she met Bob who was a junior clerk in a company that had moved out 
of London to avoid the bombing.  One of Joyce’s supplementary voluntary 
duties was to be an Air Raid Warden.  It was quite a heroic task for such a 
petite girl to be tackling fires started by bombs with only a stirrup pump to 
douse the flames. One of Bob’s duties was to collect the company mail from 
Pinner Post Office.  Bob asked the young lady with the beguiling smile out to 
the cinema and it was the beginning of a romance that lasted 70 years! 

 Bob joined the Army and landed in Normandy on D-Day.  It must have 
been very hard for Joyce not knowing if she would see him again.  However, 
she wrote to him weekly giving him encouragement to carry on until the 
European battle was won.  Unfortunately, that was not the end of the war for 
Bob who was posted out to the Far East and subsequently to India until 1947.   

 On being demobbed from the Army, Bob became a junior clerk at 
Gordon’s Gin and it was Joyce who encouraged Bob to go to night school and 



24 

obtain qualifications which enabled him to progress.  His job involved a lot of 
overseas travel, so Joyce was often left at home with the children (Nigel, 
Stephen and Caroline) making sure they got to school and doing all the 
shopping the old fashioned way – without driving! 

 By today’s standards, Joyce’s decision to devote herself to being wife 
and homemaker, whilst being what was expected in the 1950s, did not perhaps 
make best use of her own intelligence and management and entrepreneurial 
talents.  She was immensely house proud, almost to the point of obsession, a 
constant source of irritation to her children!  Nonetheless she created the 
model for a family home to which Nigel, Stephen and Caroline still aspire. 

 Joyce was a great cat lover and a fiercely patriotic royalist – attested to 
by the many books on cats and the royal family that she received as presents 
over the years.   

 At the end of Bob’s career, Joyce also played a crucial role in the 1988 
Licensed Victuallers National Homes (LVNH) campaign that raised a record 
£1.46m to help care for the elderly.  Bob says this could not have been 
achieved without Joyce supporting him all the way. She was also, as is Bob, a 
dedicated supporter of the Filby Association and attended a number of the 
meetings and reunions in Filby. 

 In the many tributes that have come in for Joyce much is made of the 
fact that although she was diagnosed with vascular dementia, her memory of 
historic events was incredible and she could quote passages from the Bible, 
recite poetry and recall scenes from films and TV; Master Mind and University 
Challenge had no fear for her. 

 Joyce is much missed by Bob, Nigel, Stephen and Caroline, her four 
grandchildren, Robert, Sarah, Simon and Emma, and her numerous friends. 
 

Jane Johnson (nee Filby) lost two of her close family within six weeks of 

each other, first her brother Guy Filby, and then her loving husband of twenty 

years, David Johnson. Words cannot express the grief she must have endured 

and we send her our sympathy. 

Guy Filby 1944 –2015 

Guy Filby was born in Cambridge on 25th April 
1944, the youngest of four children whose 
father, PW Filby, a Late President of the Filby 
Association, was involved with the famous war
-time code-breaking at Bletchley Park. In 
1946, the family moved to North Harrow, 
followed by a further re-location to 
Cheltenham in 1952 when G.C.H.Q. was set 
up on the outskirts of the town. 
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Guy started work in the car trade for George Barrett during 1960, 
and during these early years he raced Gemini Class Formula Two racing 
cars at the Prescot Hill Climb, sponsored by his boss. In the late Sixties, Guy 
became the sole trader in St. Oswald’s Motor Repairs in Gloucester, 
spending over forty years running this successful business. Forced to move 
when the area was redeveloped he continued trading on the Docks and then 
out at Birdwood until he retired. 

Away from work, Guy was very family minded and looked after his 
mother in her advancing years. In addition, he kept his nearest and dearest 
supplied with top quality cars and was always available to help with any jobs 
for his brother, Rod, and sister, Jane.  

Guy’s hobbies included clay pigeon shooting and he was Chairman 
of the County Clay Pigeon Club, game shooting, squash, and golf. He was a 
member of Brickhampton Golf Club, and spent many a weekend at Spalding 
Golf Club, playing in open competitions with his brother Rod. Later in life he 
also enjoyed playing snooker. His other passion was ‘fine dining and good 
wines.’ He will be sadly missed by family and friends. 

David Johnson 13th June, 1930 – 23rd  March, 2015 

David served in the Royal Engineers. He was by profession, an architect, 

working for many years for the Whitbread 

Flowers Brewery before joining Cheltenham 

Borough Council as assistant conservation 

officer. 

Following in his parents footsteps he had 

been in the theatre from an early age. He 

had a rich resonant bass voice and sang with 

both Barnes and Kingston Vale Operatic 

Societies. He continued with this interest 

taking part in many local shows at The 

Playhouse and Everyman Theatres in 

Cheltenham, supported by his wife, Jane, of 

course, who was wardrobe mistress. 

Other Deaths………Angela Philbey-Ashley born 16 April 1925, passed 

away November, 2014 aged 89. She was a devoted supporter of the Filby 

Association and published her life story in our 2008 Chronicle.  

Founder member, Geoffrey Philby, died 18th January, 2015, at Woodstock 

Nursing Home, Sittingbourne, Kent, aged 97.  

Thomas John Filby. Peacefully, on 20th October, 2015 at High Haven, 

Downham Market, Norfolk, aged 99 years. . 
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Treasurer’s Report.  

1st October, 2014 – 30th September, 2015. 

 

A summary of the accounts follow and these are a few notes of explanation.  

Donations from members amounted to £275.00. We are very dependant on 
the donations that are made to the Association and are grateful for all 
donations received.  

Our Officers expenses amounted to £96.73. The officers have donated the 
sum of £500.00. The large difference between the expenses and donations 
this year is due to the fact that a donation of £400 was made last year but was 
not credited to our bank account until after the start of October 2014, meaning 
that it falls into this year’s accounts. 

We received the sum of £222.65 from HMRC, which is the Gift Aid that we are 
able to claim, based on donations given by UK tax payers.  

I will be making a claim for the £187.50  for the year just past. The reduced 
amount reflects the drop in donations that we have received in the past year. 

In addition to our current account we have a business saver account. At the 
end of our financial year this had the sum of £50.35 in it, having accrued 4p in 
interest in the year.  

I would like to thank those listed below who have donated to the Association 
during our last financial year that ended on 30th September, 2015. 

Eileen Southgate   

Ron & Kath Filby 

Alan & Marion Filby   

Mrs SMT & Dr DGJ Filby 

Jo Dench    

Robert Filby 

Mr RG Filby    

Barbara Hayward 

Molly Kuttner    

Alan Filby 

I apologise if I have left anyone out who has also made a donation to the 

Association. 

   Alan W Filby—Treasurer  

     alanf@filby.org 
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Filby Association Accounts 2014 – 2015  

 
 

 
 

 

My thanks also go to Mr Stuart Redfearne, who examined our accounts last 
year and will be doing the same this year. This is in line with our constitution 
that the accounts are examined by an independent person. 

 In past years we have seen a notable drop in the donations that the 
Association receives. This year, whilst they are still slightly lower however 
the drop in income has not been as marked as it has been in the past. 

 If you wish to make donations to the Association, please do so in any 
of the following ways; 

Via  Post  
Please send to me at 10 Richmond Avenue, Littleover, Derby DE23 1DL 

Via our web site  
www.filby.org and click on the Donation button 

Via Bank Transfer 
Account Name The Filby Association 
Account Number 93616762 
Bank Sort Code 20-24-64 
 

Alan W Filby – Treasurer           alanf@filby.org 

  

Current Business Account 2014 - 15 2013 - 14 

        

Income Donations from Members £275.00 £289.89 

  Donations from Officers £500.00 £548.00 

  Gift Aid £222.65 £376.35 

  Good sold £0.00 £13.50 

  Barclays compensation - £35.00 

        

Expenditure Officer’s expenses £  96.73 £863.72 

  Running costs £206.47 £145.61 

  Subscriptions £129.18 £139.82 

  Website £  62.90 £62.90 

  ME Filby – Memorial bench - £380.00 

Balance of accounts at 30 September 2015 

Community (Current) Account £1209.83 

Business Saver Account £50.35 

http://www.filby.org/
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Minutes of The Filby Association AGM  9th August, 2015 

Held at The Holiday Inn, Warmsworth, Doncaster, at 11.00am 

Officers Attending: 

C14 Alan W Filby (Manager/ Treasurer/ FFHS Rep.,) 

C03 Alan V. Filby (Deputy Manager) 

C05 Marion Filby (Acting Secretary /Editor/ Chief Researcher/ DNA ) 

C06 Alan Starkey (Tree Manager) 

C06 Christine Starkey (GOONS Rep.) 

No Members Present.    No Apologies for Absence. 

The Deputy Manager opened the meeting at 11.00am  

1) The Chairperson asked if there were any matters arising from last 
year’s Minutes of the AGM. 

The Minutes of the 2014 AGM were then agreed as a true record and duly 
signed by the Deputy Manager. 

 2) Alan V Filby then presented his report as Deputy Manager stating that 
since the sudden resignation in January by our Manager, Jim Filby, due to ill 
health, he had been in contact with Martin Moore at Filby to keep them 
informed. It seemed that work on the church had been delayed and was not 
due to commence until October of this year. The church was open on our 
usual first Sunday in July and the congregation sang The Filby Hymn in our 
absence. 

           In the interim the Deputy Manager had assumed the position of Acting 
Chairperson / Manager and carried out these responsibilities as and when 
required for the short term. However, he felt that we should aim to make a 
Managerial appointment as soon as possible and stated that his preferred 
candidate for Manager was Alan W Filby, currently our Treasurer. 

           He said that our main concerns have to be the continuation of The 
Association in years to come and this depends on recruiting new and younger 
volunteers to take over our roles as we retire. It was noted that due to the 
convenience of research via the internet we find that fewer and fewer people 
contact us and a way forward has to be created. 

           We hope to resume our annual Filby Sunday in August, 2016, this new 
date is to encourage younger families to join us during school holidays.  

           Our next major event will be our 50th Anniversary in 2018 which has to 
be organised and volunteers to help plan it are essential. 

3) Alan W Filby presented his Treasurer’s report for the period ending 
July, 2015. He was appreciative of any donations made but said that there 
had been very few this year. 
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The balances of Association Accounts are currently as follows; 

Current Account         £1,199.83 

Business Saver Account       £50.34 – This will be transferred into the Current 
        Account forthwith. 

Filby All Saints Joint A/C        £7,237.60 

           He stated that we were able to claim £226.11 back from HMRC for 
donations made last year using Gift Aid, and hoped that any tax payer would 
remember to use gift aid when making a donation. 

           He reminded us that he was still progressing via his contact whether it 
is possible to access the capital in the Filby All Saints Joint Account, which 
remains ‘locked’ and will see if anyone within the church at Filby has more 
knowledge to share regarding its Trustees. 

4)  Marion Filby gave her Report as Acting Secretary stating that 
necessary changes were immediately made to remove our resigning 
Manager, Jim Filby, from administration and replace him with members of the 
executive to ensure the Association continued to thrive. Alan Starkey had 
quickly taken over and made necessary changes to our web site in the 
absence of our web master, Adam Barker.  In July, Adam Barker resigned 
from his position due to demands on his career. 

           Marion said that a friend who is a web site designer got back in contact 
with her and offered to update our web site so that it would be more user 
friendly with the changing technology on mobile phones. He is currently 
working with her on reorganising the pages within the website. This we hope 
will encourage more communication via the internet as this year there has 
been no contact made at all.  

           Because she had taken on more work for the Association instead of 
less, and last year Christine Starkey took the GOONS Representative position 
over, she sent out an invitation for Christine to consider joining us on the 
executive because we are only four in number since Jim’s resignation and it 
would be good to have a fifth to ensure that at all times we have a quorum.   

           Marion said she had had one new member request a DNA test. The 
result came back as negative to our common Filby gene but together they are 
researching where the non-paternity event may have occurred. 

           Marion will continue to edit the Chronicle for a year or two more 
although she had hoped to be relieved of this in 2017 but no volunteer has 
stepped forward.  It is the only communication that keeps our International 
Filby Association in contact and essential to our survival. Unfortunately, any 
articles for inclusion fail to be offered. 

           There has been minimal research this year, only a couple of trees 
updated from Members. Sue Reynolds is always willing to assist but John 
Filby has resigned his position due to failing mobility and age.  
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5) Alan Starkey presented his report as Tree Manager stating that there 
was very little to report.   

           He said that there had been little activity requiring his input, with just 
occasional trees updated by Marion and others.  He had planned to do some 
research on some of our smaller trees to link them into the main trees, but was 
frustrated by the workload for another society.  He was hoping that that 
workload will reduce after August and he will make more effort to work on the 
trees, but no promises. 

           On a personal note, he had upgraded to Family Tree Maker 2014 and 
converted his own personal trees to the new format, including synchronising 
them with Ancestry (as private trees so that only he can see them.)  As one of 
the Filby trees is becoming too large to e-mail it may be that upgrading the 
society copies might be something we should consider for the future.  With 
private trees, only invited people can see them in detail, so it might be a way to 
encourage more Filbys to join the Association.  

           Alan said that he would prepare and produce the 2016 DVD once he 
had updated all the Trees in the system. 

6) The Re-election of Officers by Rotation : 

 Marion Filby proposed the re-election of Alan Starkey and this was 
seconded by Alan V Filby. 

Alan V Filby proposed Alan W Filby (Treasurer) to be our Manager and this 
was seconded by Alan Starkey. 

Marion Filby proposed that Christine Starkey (GOONS Rep.) join the Executive 
Committee and this   was seconded by Alan V Filby 

 All three were duly elected.  

 It was duly noted that Adam Barker had resigned the position of Web 
Master earlier in the year.  It should be recorded that with regret we had to 
accept the resignation of our Manager, Jim Filby, in January, due to his 
extreme ill health.  Our Manager, Alan W Filby, will write him a letter of thanks 
for all his years’ service to the Association.  

7) The Executive Committee discussed the re-designing of our Web site in 
great length. Ideas suggested   were as follows: 

 Alan Starkey to contact web designer, Richard, to discuss options of 
using social media. 

 Marion to continue working with Richard on design ideas. 

 Use of Trees on web site with option by donation to view elements of 
same. 

 Use of FILBY Census and BMD from our DVD to be used as above also. 

 Alan W Filby to examine the Server and Hosting Accounts and reassess. 
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The Filby Association is an Organisation of people the world over sharing 

the surname of FILBY or its variants, FILBEY, FILBEE, PHILBY or  

PHILBEY who are devoted   to   furthering   the   study   of   their   name, 

(presumably   derived   from   the   village   of   FILBY in Norfolk, England) - 

also creating  genealogy of  the various  families with  this name  and 

supporting All Saints Church at Filby.  There  are no  annual  dues or  

assessments but  anyone willing  to help the  Association  through  

donations should  contact the  Treasurer.     

Any  family   data   will   be   welcomed  as   research   is   encouraged    on   

a   hobby   basis.   The Association is fully constituted and is a not-for-profit 

charitable organisation. 

8) AOB 

Alan W Filby requested that we re-word the Responsibilities of Manager to 
remove any reference to gender. 

This was agreed. 

     Christine Starkey suggested that we take the opportunity to boost our 
income by selling more individual items at   our Filby Sundays. Notelets were 
suggested as an example. Other stock is held by Alan W Filby but there has 
been no demand for items via the web site this year. It was suggested we 
sell books remaining in our library collection from Jims home. 

     The 2018 50th Anniversary was discussed as an opportunity to boost 
membership. Marion Filby agreed to once again help organise an evening 
meal, and ideas such as boat trips and garden party were discussed. We 
hope to involve the Church at Filby in an event and will speak to Martin 
Moore and Peter Chapman. 

           It was established that both Alan W Filby and Alan V Filby are 
signatories of the Association Accounts. 

           Jim Filby will be remembered in an article for the Chronicle 2016. 

Marion Filby asked for any article to be submitted by members of the 
Executive this year as she was short of items to include. Two of her regular 
subscribers had resigned due to their age and health. 

           The date for our next Filby Sunday was suggested as August 7th or 
14th 2016. Alan V Filby will speak to Martin Moore to ask which date they 
would prefer and it will be recorded in the Chronicle 2016. 

 

           The Chairperson closed the meeting at 12.50pm and thanked all for 
their attendance.  

 

********************************************* 


