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Executive Officers 

                                                       

   It is with regret that I have to inform you that due to  ill                          

                              health, our manager, Jim Filby, has had to resign from  

                                  this position.  I am sure you will all join with Officers in wishing  

             him a speedy recovery  and  thank Jim for all the years service  

             he has given to The Filby Association. 
 

 

Alan V. Filby                               Deputy Manager             

      marion.filby@virgin.net 

22, Aldwark, York, 

North Yorkshire, YO1 7BU 

England.                     
 

 

Marion Filby            Act. Secretary / Editor / Chief Researcher  

     marion.filby@virgin.net  

22, Aldwark, York.  

North Yorkshire, YO1 7BU 

England.  

 

 

Alan Starkey                    Tree Manager / Researcher 

                                                    alans@filby.org 

28 Bishops Way, Meltham, 

Holmfirth, West Yorkshire, HD9 4DW 

England. 

 

 

Alan W Filby        Treasurer 

10 Richmond Avenue,   alanf@filby.org 

Littleover, Derby.  

DE23 1DL, England.                                                           

 

Web Master: Adam Barker—barker.adam.j@gmail.com               
GOONS Rep.: Christine Starkey — Christine_starkey@tiscali.co.uk  
USA / Canada Correspondent: Kirk Filbey — rkfilbey@gmail.com    
Facebook Manager: Jessica Filbey — jessicaFilbey@gmail.com     
Australasian Corr: Helen Filby — david_filby@internode.on.net       
Active Researchers: Sue Reynolds, Jean-Jacques Filby,  John D Filby. 

Thanks to all members who have participated during this year. 
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Dear friends, 
 
I am writing this with my 'Mary's son' hat on rather than for any of the 
'official' ones that I wear on behalf of the Filby Association. This is just 
an expression of both my brother Ivan's and my thanks that the        
Association decided to honour the memory and work of our mother by 
putting a third bench on Filby Pound. 
 
Our mother would have been absolutely thrilled by this.  
 
Her main reward however was being involved and meeting the many 
Filby's of all different spellings from all around the world, many of 
whom became close personal friends. 
     With much appreciation  
      Alan and Ivan Filby 
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Manager’s Report – Jim Filby 

First of all I would like to thank all our officers and executive officers for their 
hard work and dedication on behalf of the Association. Especially Marion, who 
as you know wears many hats but has found it necessary to retire from some 
of her duties. Don’t forget we need younger volunteers to help in our work and 
take over as we older ones finally have to retire. Your Association needs YOU. 
I would hate to see the Association close down from lack of others              
volunteering some of their spare time. In 2018 it will be our 50 th Anniversary, I 

hope to be around then (a young 78), but what happens after that?  

 Our DNA project is slowly progressing but we do need more              
participants, especially those with surname spellings other than Filby: Filbey, 
Filbee, Philby and Philbey. We can now get the YDNA37 test for £80.00 which 

we do ask you to pay; we are however negotiating to reduce this even more. 

 You will be receiving reports from our other Executive Officers; all I can 
say here is that I have been available to assist them when asked. However, I 
must add, that they have all worked independently and extremely hard on  
behalf of the Association, for which they should have our praise and thanks, 

as should all our officers and helpers. 

 I have been busy digitising all our paper records into Adobe Reader .pdf 
format for easier storage and of course easier retrieval of information. It does 
seem like an unending task, however, I can see the light at the end of the   
tunnel. I have filled two DVD’s with data. This information is readily available 

to our researchers and officers when required. 

 Our founders started a “Book of Remembrance” into which members 
could for a small sum have a commemorative text inscribed for any of their 
ancestors and kinfolk. This is now a digital Book of Remembrance (in .pdf  
format) and has been printed in A4 format, a copy of which is kept in All Saints 
Church at Filby village. We will of course continue adding further entries as we 

receive them. 

 Finally, I should not forget our members, if it was not for all of you our 
Association would not exist, so I thank everyone for their continued support 

and donations.  

 There will be no Filby Sunday in 2015 due to the church being 
closed for five months for renovations. The AGM will be held instead at 
the Doncaster Moat House Junction A1 / A630 Rotherham on Sunday, 9th 
August, 2015, for those who wish to attend.  It is essential that we know who 

will attend as it may be necessary to book a larger room or change venue. 

 The date of future Reunions in the village of Filby will now be during the 

month of August to allow those with children to attend in the school holiday. 

The 50th Anniversary will also be in early August, 2018. 
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Secretary’s Report from Marion Filby 

I can’t believe that another year has flown by, but here we are catching up 

again. Did you miss the ‘In Touch’ last August? As I had mentioned I would be 

easing off some of my duties this year in the hope that perhaps someone 

would volunteer to help – unfortunately, there were no offers. I continue to keep 

you informed with this year’s Chronicle but can’t promise it for much longer. If 

you are willing to devote some of your time to keep all our membership united I 

would be delighted to hear from you and offer my help in getting you started. 

 Attendance at our AGM and Filby Sunday in 2014 was disappointing 

with only a handful of members making the journey to Filby village in Norfolk. 

This was discussed at a General Meeting in October and reasons considered. 

Perhaps because we hold our AGM and Filby Sunday during school term it is 

not convenient for young families to make the journey? Bearing this in mind, 

and the importance of our younger families participation we have taken the 

decision to hold all future Filby Sundays during the summer holidays. All 

Saint’s Church have made this possible and we thank them. 

 Normally we would hold our next Triennial Reunion for our overseas 

membership in 2016, but as it will be our 50th Anniversary in August, 2018, we 

have deferred this so that our International Membership can look toward that 

date and join us for a big celebration of our World-wide Association. We are 

asking for help in organising the weekend event from any members who can 

spare a little of their time. Please contact me on 01904 622650 or email 

marion.filby@virgin.net we need to start planning a.s.a.p. especially anyone in 

Norfolk. 

 I am delighted to introduce Christine Starkey as our new GOONS 

Representative (Guild of One Name Studies) she kindly offered to take on 

this responsibility after my plea last year. We all wish you lots of enjoyment in 

this position Christine, I am sure with your interest in family history it will be 

both a pleasure and enlightening. Email Christine_starkey@tiscali.com 

 I would like to welcome a new member from Canberra, Australia – 

Nicholas Filby. You will find a letter from him on the following pages asking for 

any information. I hope you can help. 

 Since 2013 our DNA Project has slowed, but we do have one more test 

result from Australia. It is a FILBY but does not match our UK Filby gene. 

Neither does it match the Philbey gene, although it is very similar. 

mailto:marion.filby@virgin.net
mailto:Christine_starkey@tiscali.com
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R1b1b2a1a2f* is definitely a new Filby gene to try and identify with others. We 

would welcome any offers from willing test volunteers from any country. The 

current cost is around £80 through Alan Filby, our deputy manager, 

marion.filby@virgin.net  for further information. 

 Our Australian Correspondent, Helen Filby, and David, her 

husband, visited relatives in the UK last summer. We tried very hard to arrange 

a meeting between us but when they travelled north, we were travelling south 

on our holiday, so unfortunately, it just never happened. It would have been 

good to meet and chat, but there is always another time and we will try again.  

Helen did say that she had recently met some Philbies from Moonta 

and enjoyed discussions about different links; she always sends me 

newspaper reports where any of our variants are mentioned and will do 

research where we find difficulty. She also had a week in Townsville helping 

with her two energetic grandsons while their dad was away on an army 

exercise – then back again later! Before that they had a week in Hobart with 

their daughter. Before coming to the UK in September they went on a river 

cruise to see some of Europe which was rather special. 

 You will note on page 14 that there is to be another Reunion in Australia 

during 2015, I do hope that this will be attended by members from other 

countries that enjoy travelling. Further information: Cost...$60:00 per person; 

Interested? Philbey /Filby /Filbee descendants of any spelling please contact 

Glennis Philbey on email philbeys224@hotmail.com or mobile  0418740194 -

 Bank details on contact please. 

 We would like to thank all those who made donations to help keep The 

Filby Association running this year but as you will see from our accounts, 

expenses soar. Going forward we will need more support if you want us to 

continue keeping you informed, so please consider making a small donation 

this year if you haven’t made one for some time. 

 Please remember that if you move house or change your email address 

that we need to know – returned hard copies of the Chronicle cost us dearly. 

Thank you. 

 Make a note in your diaries for August, 2016, when we will be holding 

our next Filby Reunion at All Saints Church in the village of Filby. Only the 

AGM will take place this year, and that will be at Doncaster on Sunday, 9th 

August, at 11.00am. 

mailto:philbeys224@hotmail.com
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Continuing with my Research:  by Marion Filby 

Whilst working on our trees it has become obvious that there are many 

instances where the Filby family married into another Filby family, or where the 

Filby family married into the Philbey family and vice-versa. 

 Implexion is the term used for the ‘pruning’ of a family tree in earlier 

generations. First coined by Cecil Humphery-Smith OBE over fifty years ago, to 

describe why we do not have more ancestors than the world’s population at 

that time, it simply means that an individual can appear in more than one 

position in the tree. Robert C. Gunderson also called it ‘Pedigree Collapse’.  
 

 In twenty generations, an individual would have 220 ancestors, but the 

more generations back, the less likely it is that there were enough people alive - 

unless some of them were the same. Instead of a binary tree, the result of 

pedigree collapse is a directed acyclic graph. Many genealogists find cousin 

marriages in their trees, often to such a distance that the couple themselves did 

not know they were related, yet it reduces the number of ancestors in the tally. 
 

  The effect can be particularly strong in isolated communities such as 

islands, persecuted communities, and within royal families. Indeed, some 

members of royal families, such as Alfonso XII and Charles II of Spain, have 

been shockingly inbred, to the extent that Charles II was likely to have had 

more copies of the same genes from each parent than if they had been brother 

and sister. That resulted in genetic disorders because there was no ‘good’ copy 

of a gene to counteract the ‘bad’ copy. For the rest of us, of course, pedigree 

collapse is a natural phenomenon that has no harmful effect - beyond depriving 

us of the occasional branch to hunt! 
 

 The furthest we can positively go back with evidence on any of our trees 

is around 1500—before this records were few and far between or destroyed. 

However, there are many of us, if we could trace our genealogy back far 

enough, would find that we have Viking ancestry.  
 

 Whilst we might expect to find Viking ancestors in families rooted in the 

coastal areas of our island that were subject to Viking raids in the 9 th century, 

we should also be aware that the northern and eastern part of England (roughly 

the area north of a line drawn between London and Chester), known as    

Danelaw, was ruled by the Danes following a Treaty of 878, until they were 

ejected in 954. Intermarriage between the Danes and the indigenous population 

would have introduced Viking DNA into the pedigrees of those with ancestry in 

that area. 
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 Also, of course, the Normans who invaded England in 1066 were of   

Viking origin   -   the ancestors of William the Conqueror, and thus of England's  

kings, were Norwegian. William’s direct ancestor was Rollo or Rolf the Ganger; 

he was a Viking raider chief, who was born in 850, at Maer, Nord-Trondelag, 

Norway, the son of Ragnvald 'the Wise' Eysteinson and his second wife, 

Hiltrude (Ragnhild) Hrolfsdottir. Rolf was granted the region of Normandy by 

Charles the Simple, King of France, in 911, in exchange for feudal allegiance 

and conversion to Christianity at which he took the baptismal name of Robert. 
  

 It is clear, therefore, that a very large proportion of us will have 

unsuspected Viking ancestors lurking in the branches of our family tree. This 

would be amazing—if only we could find the proof!! 

 

A Matter of Importance to us All. 

 

Attending the Filby Reunion this year was quite poignant for me. Last year’s 
reunion was just after my Mother's death and funeral, but this year it struck me 
that the original life force that founded the Association has now gone. 
  
 I often wonder what Ellsworth Filby would have thought of the 
Association as it has moved on since his death in 1976. His original intention 
was just to trace his own family tree as a retirement hobby. I recall my parents 
saying that he was staggered about how many Filbys of all different 
spellings, from around the world attended the Homecoming event in 1968. I 
suspect that he would have been equally surprised to know that The 
Association is still going 50 years later.  
  
 I also wonder what Ellsworth would have thought about the internet and 
on-line family tree research. I recall on several occasions going with him and 
his wife, Marion, as well as my parents as he was looking though records in 
various churches. At the time, as a young lad, I was soon bored with the 
experience, however, in retrospect they do have a magical quality.  

  
 I recall Ellsworth and Marion being interested in meeting people, 
certainly when they came over to England, they were always keen to 
know what my brother Ivan and I were doing at school, as well as learn some 
of the mysteries of soccer and cricket. 
  
 Looking through old archives, meeting people and visiting old churches 
are far more interesting, albeit more time consuming that sitting in front of a 
computer, however the internet has made family tree research far easier and 
accessible, although some of the magic of visiting places has been lost 
through it. 
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 I mentioned earlier that all of the original founding members have now 
passed on, however since Ellsworth, Fred, and Mary's passing, many other 
people have come forward to take on responsibility for various aspects of the 
Association and their input has helped to mould the Association into what it is 
today. 
  
 However, we have come to a point where the Association needs a 
fresh input of energy to give it new life. Many of the current officers are getting 
older. I have taken on the responsibility of treasurer and was voted onto the 
Executive committee at the AGM. The input of new people and new ideas is 
essential. 
  
 How the Association moves forward is not yet known at the moment. 
Clearly if there is no interest from the members then the time has come to 
close things down and make sure that all of the records and data that has 
been amassed over the years is stored securely for future generations to use. 
  
 In terms of family tree research, it may be that the Association has 
done all that it can and that we have gone as far back in time as we can, 
based on the records that exist. The way forward in the future may be through 
the DNA research project although there are costs in connection with this and 
it may challenge some of the family tree links that we have already 
established. 
  
 I realise that everyone seems to lead very busy lives now, so what can 
be achieved will be proportional to the amount of time and effort that people 
are able to invest. One of the benefits of the internet and the social media 
streams, which make it so much easier to contact each other and it may be 
that the Association makes far greater use of these in the future. 

  
 I also realise that everything that anyone does for the Association is on 
a voluntary basis. People should get involved because they want to rather 
than feeling obliged or coerced to do so. It would be far better to have a small 
group of enthusiastic volunteers than a large collection of half-hearted ones.  
  
 If you have ideas of how the Association should move forward into the 
future, we would love to hear from you, no matter how simple you may think it 
is, after all, Ellsworth's original idea was a simple objective but people were 
captured by this vision and it has bought enjoyment to many over the years. 
  
      Alan W Filby. 
       alanf@filby.org 
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Paying Respects in 2014 to Mark the  

70th Anniversary of D-Day. 

The wartime role of a British Infantry regiment that embarked from the New 
Forest to help liberate Nazi-occupied Europe was commemorated at a 
ceremony at Lymington Quay. A blue plaque marking the departure of the 
Essex Regiment’s 2nd Battalion was unveiled - also known as ‘The 
Pompadours’ the regiment sailed from the Lymington River on 3rd June to join 
the rest of the fleet waiting in Southampton Water for Operation Overlord to 

begin, which was delayed until 6th June due to poor weather conditions. 

Our member, Major Bob Filby (aged 90) who was an Officer with the 
regiment and awarded the Military Cross – one of the highest wartime honours 
– performed the unveiling and spoke of his recollections of landing in France 

with an 800-strong battalion.  

He said: “It is very sad that so many of the soldiers who boarded 
landing craft 70 years ago never came back. By the time we had fought our 
way through to Germany, we had suffered 1,400 casualties in killed, wounded 
and prisoners of war. It was a tough time and that was evident from all the 
graves of our men visited in my recent pilgrimage to Bayeux. I was very lucky 
to be one of the survivors, but the passing of time has taken its toll on those of 

us who celebrated victory in 1945 and I am just one of three officers still alive.” 

Of his visit to Bayeux he writes: “I seem to be living a reincarnation of 
my Army life as I was in Normandy for the 70th Anniversary of D-Day, thanks to 
my son, Nigel and his wife, Rosemary, which was an incredible experience. 
The trip was tinged with sadness as I was asked to lay so many wreaths at 
WW2 cemeteries, but the locals in the towns and villages that we liberated in 
1944, gave me a hero’s welcome as I was the only veteran from my battalion 

who could make the trip, as my two colleagues were not in good health. 

 Then I was asked to join Field Marshall, The Lord Walker and Lady 
Walker in unveiling a lovely memorial to The Essex Regiment at the National 
Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire, which was quite an honour.  Following 
this, I went to The Imperial War Museum at Duxford on 31st August as I had 
been invited to the Presentation of Colours to The Royal Anglian Regiment. It 
was a very impressive ceremony and I was presented to HRH The Duke of 
Gloucester - he did remember me from previous meetings.  Once met never 

forgotten!! I wonder why? 

I was at Woolwich Barracks to make a presentation to soldiers who 
have served in Afghanistan and would just like to say that when I, as an old 
man, am invited to meet the young soldiers who have served in Afghanistan 
and other places of conflict, I am so impressed by their sense of duty and 
readiness to put their lives on the line, because it is their duty to Queen and 

Country.”  
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Major R.G. Filby received a letter of thanks and recognition from 
Colonel R. A. Shervington of The Essex Regiment saying, “Having been 
through what you have, together with your other achievements does indeed 
make you a Regimental hero – and neither forget it nor be too modest – 

please!” 

Well done Bob – we are all very grateful to our servicemen and very 

proud of you.      Editor, Marion Filby. 

 

Diary of Thomas Allan Filby, Pte, 10515. 4th Regt South African Infantry                                                                           

      By John Filby, a Filby Association Researcher 

Thomas Allan Filby was born in Wynberg, Cape Town, SA on June 13 th 1892, 

the eldest son of William Filby from Hardingham, Norfolk, England. At the 

beginning of WW1 he enlisted in the 4th Regiment (SA Scottish) which was 

raised from the Transvaal Scottish and Cape Town Highlanders and wore the 

Atholl Murray tartan. 

 Like many service recruits he set out with ambitions to keep an account 

of his daily military activities. In this he largely failed since, although his diary 

physically survived 4 ½ years of WW1 locations and conditions, there are 

many large gaps. However, what remains is a personal account of the day to 

day frustrations and movements of just one of the unsung millions of service 

personnel involved in WW1 with no attempt to cover the “bigger picture”. 

 His first WW1 entry records his attendance from 18th September to 2nd 

October 1913 at “Defence Force Camp”, Worcester. 

 There is then a 2 year gap in the diary during which time the South 

African Army would have been fighting the Germans in South West German 

Africa, now Namibia. What involvement Thomas had is not known but his next 

group of diary entries, which follow the German surrender on 9th July 1915, 

record his journeys in the period 6th October to 22nd November 1915 between 

the Internment Camp, Aus, the capital Windhoek and finally Cape Town.  

 The next section of the diary jumps a year to Thomas’ transfer to the 

European Theatre of WW1:-  

6th Nov. 1916 – Signed on for Overseas Duty. 
8th Nov. 1916 – Left for Potchefstroom, Transvaal. 
10th Nov. 1916 – Arrived Potchefstroom at 4 am marched to camp about 3 miles away. 
1st Dec. 1916 – Left Potchefstroom for Cape Town, arrived 3rd Dec 1916. 
7th Dec. 1916 – Should have left for England on S.S. Saxon but was cancelled until 8th 
Dec when we were all lined up ready to go and it was cancelled to await further orders. 
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28th Dec. 1916 – Left at last on the S.S. Briton. 
Had a nice voyage as far as St Helena where we picked up 7 other boats and the cruiser 
Glasgow. It was very warm as far as Sierra Leone after that we had to put on the warmest 
clothes we had. 
Had 2 months training at Aldershot and Woking. 
14th April, 1917 – Left for France and arrived Le Havre on 15th.  
15th April, 1917 – Left for Rouen and onwards to the line. 
3rd May, 1917 - Arrived at Savy where we went into camp for about a week. Joined the 
Regiment at Monchy-Bretion. Had a nice time there for about a month before moving with 
a working party to Arras. Assisted in bringing wounded down not a very pleasant job. 
From Arras we went to Berneville where we did Divisional training. 
 

 At this point one or more pages have been torn from the diary and the next entry is for 

two months later. 

3rd August, 1917 – Left for the trenches about 8 o’clock by rail, weather very bad, rain and 

wind altogether a rotten night. Duties Mess Orderly. 

 This is the last entry in this part the diary  

 According to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) Pte Thomas Allan 

Filby was severely wounded on 20th Sept 1917. Although no details are known of where this 

occurred it was probably during the South African Infantry involvement in the Battle of the Menin 

Road Ridge at Ypres. 

 It appears that Thomas was returned to England to recover and his next attempt at 

keeping a diary started again in March 1918. 

Tuesday, 5th March – Left Woking for Southampton, stayed a day at rest camp. 

Wednesday, 6th March – Left Southampton for France about 8pm, rough voyage reached 

Le Havre about 4am. 

Thursday, 7th March - Marched to rest camp about 5 miles from Le Havre docks. 

Friday, March 8th – Stayed at rest camp. Broke, raffled watch, got 4/6d. Had no pay for a 

fortnight. Marched to docks about 8-30 to go to Rouen. Boat sailed about 5 o’clock 

Saturday morning. 

Saturday, March 9th – Sailed up the river arrived Rouen about 2 o’clock, marched to the 

JBD medical inspection at 4 o’clock. Time put back 1 hour. 

Sunday, March 10th – Fell in about 9 o’clock for kit inspection. Spent rest of day resting. 

Broke. 

Monday, March 11th – Hospital fatigue No 11 “American” had a bon time and nothing 

much to do. Broke, no smokes. 

Tuesday, March 12th – Route march from 10 to12 nothing doing the rest of the day. 

Wednesday, March 13th – Fatigues. 
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Thursday, March 14th – Route march and pay. 

Friday, March 15th – Medical inspection, kit inspection entrained about 4 o’clock      

proceeding up the line. 

Saturday, March 16th – Still in the truck about 40 men to a truck. Arrived Per…. billets 

about 7pm had a good night’s sleep. 

Sunday, March 17th – Cookhouse fatigue, dinner at 11.30 marching to rest camp about 3 

miles away. 

Final Undated Entry – Please do a brother-in-arms a last favour and return this book to 

Mrs W Filby, Beccles, Suffolk. (his stepmother) 

 According to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Thomas Allan Filby was 

killed in action on 24 March.  

 This was probably towards the end of the South African Infantry’s fighting withdrawal 

from Gauche Wood, near Villers Guislair, to Marriers Wood, near Boachavesnes, in response 

to “Operation Michael”, part of the German 1918 Spring Somme Offensive. After 5 days 

fighting with no support the S A Brigade remnant of some 100 men, many of them wounded,           

surrendered on 25 March when out of ammunition. 

 Thomas Allan Filby has no grave and is commemorated, amongst 320 South African 

soldiers with no grave, on the Pozieres Memorial along with nearly 15,000 other Somme dead 

with no known grave. He is also remembered, far from his South African home, on the War 

Memorial, Beccles, Suffolk.  

 

             WW1 Memorial Plaque  for 

                  Thomas Allan Filby 

 

 

 

 

 

Permission has been given by individuals to publish all articles used. 
Whilst every precaution has been taken to ensure accuracy of contents of 
this Chronicle during compilation, we apologise for any unintentional     
offence caused. Genealogy is not a precise art depending on old records 
etc., some of which are almost illegible. Members have given information 
to the Association over the years some of which still has to be verified by 
our team of researchers. Mistakes will be rectified should you bring them to 

our attention. We thank you for your understanding. 
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Well Done Caitlin!  

Early in 2014 Caitlin Filby, then 16 and a student at Hemel Hempstead School, 

decided she wanted to do something out of the ordinary, something 

challenging. She therefore started to plan a walk from her family’s second 

home in Heacham, Norfolk to her home near Hemel Hempstead, a distance of 

approximately 140 miles. She organised the entire event herself, planning a 

route through Kings Lynn, Downham Market, Ely, Huntingdon, Bedford and 

Luton, and booking the necessary hotels for overnight stops. 

 Originally, Caitlin had planned to do the walk with a group of friends, but 

as the magnitude of the challenge became apparent they began to drop out, 

and eventually she was left to do the walk on her own. Caitlin however, 

remained determined to undertake the walk and recruited a number of family 

volunteers, and members of Chesham Methodist Church to accompany her on 

different sections of the walk. 

 To give the walk a specific purpose Caitlin, who hopes to go to university 

to study music and special needs, selected two relevant charities – Jessie’s 

Fund and Music Alive. Jessie’s Fund, www.jessiesfund.org.uk, helps seriously 

ill and disabled children to express themselves through music, while Music 

Alive, www.music-alive.org.uk, aims to improve access to music for disabled 

people. 

 Caitlin left Heacham on Friday, July 25th, and reached her home in 

Bovingdon, Herts., eight days later on August 1st, having covered a total of 140 

miles. Caitlin found that the walk was not easy with the third day in particular 

demanding a strong determination to 

keep going. She encountered 

missing or unclear footpath signs, 

and routes blocked by farmers 

growing crops over the designated 

paths. Eventually however, she 

arrived in Hemel Hempstead to be 

joined by family members and 

friends for the final 2 

miles………….The Final Hurdle:  Left 

to Right. Martin, Caitlin’s father; 

Thomas, a cousin; Aidan, her 

brother; and Caitlin. 
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 Caitlin’s parents, Martin and Paula, as well as all the members of their 

family are extremely proud for her achievement, which has so far resulted in a 

sum of over £2400 being donated to the two charities. 

Caitlin is the granddaughter of John Filby, a Filby Association Researcher. 

******************************** 

The date of our 2015 Annual General Meeting 

Will be on Sunday, 9th August, 

At The Doncaster Moat House 

(also known as Holiday Inn) 

Junction A1 / A630 Rotherham 

At 11.00am 

If you intend to attend please let us know  

Contact: marion.filby@virgin.net   

The venue has been selected to accommodate travel 

on the A1 and is central to all Officers of the 

Association. 

We apologise for the inconvenience but due to        

All Saints Church being closed for a period of five 

months for renovation and refurbishment we are 

unable to hold our annual Family Reunion and 

Service at Filby village this year. 

The next Filby Sunday in Norfolk will be in 2016 and 

is on the new date 7th August that we hope will 

encourage our younger families to attend. 
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CALLING  ALL  PHILBEY/PHILBY/FILBY and variants to another 

REUNION  IN  AUSTRALIA – OCTOBER,  2015 

We, the Queensland group of Philbeys, have agreed to the dates October 

2nd , 3rd , 4th, and 5th, 2015, which is a long weekend for us. The weather is 

warm at this time of year rather than the long weekend in June, which is 

during our winter months. The event would be centred around the Cecil 

Plains Homestead, which has significant Historical value to the area where 

the Queensland Philbey’s began. The Homestead sits on 10.4 hect. with the 

Condamine River running between 10acres and a 50acre virgin bush block. 

The Homestead can cater for those needing accommodation either bed, van 

or tent. 

Cecil Plains has a very well equipped Memorial Hall where the Saturday 

function will be Held. Trevor Philbey, a professional musician, from Nuriootpa 

in South Australia, which is 2,700 klms from Cecil Plains, will be master of 

ceremonies and will be instrumental in organizing the evening entertainment 

on Saturday night. 

Programme.... 
Friday -        For those that arrive early - meal at local pub. (at own expense) 
Saturday -   10.00am Meet and Greet at the hall. 
                    12—12:30pm  Lunch supplied. 
                     3.00pm  Afternoon Tea supplied                                       

        6—6:30pm  Spit Roast followed by entertainment. 
Sunday -      Church service at the Homestead, 

        Followed by  Poet’s Luncheon. 
        Afternoon…....tour of local attractions                                      
        Evening….. a typical Ozzie BBQ (Sausage on the barbi with             
 beer or wine bonfire and damper making/tasting. 

Monday -    Those that are still in Cecil Plains can travel home or visit other       
  areas.                                  

Cost...$ 60:00  per person 

 
Interested?  Philbey /Filby /Filbee descendants of any spelling please 

contact Glennis Philbey on email   philbeys224@hotmail.com              

 Or mobile  0418740194                Bank details on contact please.  

                     Regards, Glennis Philbey (organiser) 

mailto:email...philbeys224@hotmail.com
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Can anyone help Nick Filby of Canberra, Australia. 
 
We are trying to find the date of birth for a John Thompson Filby – he may 
have been born a Thompson because he began using the name Filby when 
he was adopted by Elizabeth (nee Thompson or Tompson) and Daniel Filby 
who married in 1797 at St Benedict, Norwich, when Elizabeth was stated as 
being 21.  He may have been illegitimate and related to Elizabeth. 
 

We found evidence of his apprenticeship in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, 
England, and guessed his age would be about 15 in 1824? (Elizabeth 
eventually lived and died in Great Yarmouth.) 
1824 -1852 FILBY to BARBER 
Be it remembered that on the 7th day of June 1826 Samuel Smith BARBER - 
ship owner bought an indenture dated the 6th inst. by which John Thompson 
FILBY hath put himself apprentice to the said Samuel Smith Barber for seven 
years from the date and prayed the same might be recorded according to an 
order of Assembly made 7th day of July 1785. 
 

We know he emigrated and married in Australia: 
He married AMELIA SMITH on 12th March, 1846, and listed as John 
Thompson alias Filby on his marriage certificate. (St Phillip's, Sydney, New 
South Wales, Australia; Marriage: V1846621 31C). She was born about 1827 
in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. Witnesses Isiah Smith and Jane 
Nicholson. No ages were given but for him to have been apprenticed in 1824 
he must have been at least 10 years older than Amelia. 
 

He died on 5th August, 1854, in Clarence River District, NSW, 
Australia from the coroner’s inquest. No age was given. State Archives NSW; 
Series: 2921; Item: 4/6613; Roll: 343 

 
When he was accidently killed he was working in a very remote part 

of Australia at the time, there was no big regional centre in the Clarence River 
district back then.  He may have between involved in harvesting timber along 
the river, because this was a communion cargo of his in earlier shipping 
reports.  If he died up there they probably buried him where he was.   
 

His WILL - John Thompson Filby, 16th December, late of Great 
Yarmouth. Mariner, died 15/8/1854 at Clarence River, Australia. Grant to 
attorney of Amelia HALL (wife of James Hall) formerly FILBY, widow the relic 
at Duckenfield, near Hexham in the district of Hunter River in New South 
Wales, Australia. Estate under £450. Re-sworn August, 1881, estate under 
£600. 

Please contact me by email if you can help our Australian Member 
looking for his ancestors date of birth. 

   marion.filby@virgin.net 
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Did You Know…….. 

 

……...that in early mediaeval England, the courts of criminal law were 
centralised in London, which meant that there was little criminal justice in the 
country regions save for the manorial courts which could dispense justice in 
petty criminal cases. 
 

 In 1176, King Henry I established a system whereby judges from 
London would, every few years, assemble itinerant courts to visit every county 
in the country; the courts were known as “Eyres for Common Pleas”, “the 
General Eyre” being the modern term.  
 

 The visitations were regarded with some apprehension, because the 
Eyre examined every detail of life since its last visit, as well as actual crimes. 
Large fines, called "amercements", were levied on both individuals and 
boroughs or hundreds if they failed in any way to conform to the law. Good 
records had to be kept and some means found to enforce the appearance of 
witnesses and parties at trial, or else the Crown would lose much potential 
revenue. The grossly extortionate system of amercements could not be 
employed to the best advantage if old cases had been forgotten. At the 
London Eyre of 1321, for instance, the jury was expected to recall all the 
crimes that had been committed during the 44 years since the court’s previous 
visit. 
 

 Records of the Eyre date from 1194 to 1348. The plea rolls and 
accounts rolls have the best rate of survival, and are at TNA under KB26 up to 
1216 and JUST1 thereafter. Account rolls detail the expenses incurred and are 
of little benefit to the genealogist; the plea rolls, however, can be an excellent 
source of genealogical information – and contain the names of individuals in 
all strata of society. As might be expected with documents of this age, they are 
written in a court hand and in Latin. Furthermore, identifying an ancestor is 
often problematic as many surnames, especially among the poor, did not 
become hereditary until the fourteenth century, when the General Eyre was 
coming to an end with the growing importance of the Courts of Assize. 
 

……..and Did You Know…   

 

…..…that the body of Charles I was disinterred on its accidental discovery in 
1813 and part of it may have been stolen? Sir Henry Halford, physician and 
first baronet, was described as the ‘eel-backed baronet’, for while holding a 
successful practice and serving George III, George IV, William IV and Queen 
Victoria, he was described as ‘vain, cringing to superiors, and haughty to 
inferiors’. It was said that Halford, who described the King’s axed fourth 
cervical vertebra in close detail (despite his opposition to physically examining 
patients) in an Account of what Appeared on Opening the Coffin of King 
Charles I, actually took this bone and displayed it at dinner parties. It has been 
further claimed that he had it made into a salt cellar, but was persuaded to 
return it by Victoria. 
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OBITUARIES 
 

DEREK FILBEY 
Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex 
16.09.1930 – 26.03.2014 
  
Throughout his life, family meant 
everything to Derek and he was 
never happier than when he was with 
his beloved wife Pam and children 
Jane and John.  He was a devoted 
husband and wonderful father. 
  
 Derek enjoyed a happy and 
active life until relatively recently.  Sadly, following a routine chest x-ray 
around December 2013; it was identified that Derek had developed lung 
cancer; although mercifully he appeared not to be suffering any symptoms of 
this cruel disease.  He had recently begun treatment, but due to 
complications and a very short illness, he finally passed away peacefully on 
26th March.  He will be greatly missed by all who had the pleasure to know 
this lovely man and true gentleman. 
     His son, John D. Filbey,   South Croydon, Surrey 

 

HENRY KUTTNER, 1929 - 2014
   
My husband, Henry Kuttner, passed away 
on 14th March, 2014, after a long illness. He 
came to England as a refugee from 
Germany in 1939, and settled down here 
with his parents and sister. After his service 
in the British Army, he began a long and 
enjoyable career at the BBC. We married in 
Norwich in 1956, had daughters Sue and 
Helen, and grandchildren Ben and Hannah. 
 

 Always interested in genealogy, 
Henry had his own large family tree 
covering relatives all over the world. We 

enjoyed our visits to Chancery Lane in London searching for my Filby 
connections in the dusty, ancient ledgers, and later on at the computerised 
archive in Kew. Whilst receiving a lot of help from the late Fred Filby with our 
research, we made several visits to Filby Reunions. 
 

 Henry is greatly missed by his family and friends and also by his 
beloved synagogue. 
       Molly Kuttner 
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Golden Wedding Celebrations – 21st March, 1963 - 2014 
    Alan and Marion Filby of York, England. 
 

Fifty years of marriage sounds a long time, but it is surprising just how 
quickly time passes when there are careers and a growing family to cater for. 
Alan and I are proud of our achievements in both respects. 

We celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary at the ancient Merchant 
Taylor’s Hall in our city centre on 22nd March, 2014. We invited many guests 
that had played major roles during our marriage including family, work 
colleagues with friends and neighbours, past and present. 

Everyone dressed formally and background music from a jazz quartet 
played throughout the evening. The usual cake cutting and speeches followed 
before dancing commenced. It was perfect!   

Our eldest son, Andrew is on the left with his wife, Caroline and 
daughter, Eloise, their son, Thomas, between me and Alan, with their 
daughter, Abigail next to Alan. Our son, Mark, is on the right with his wife, 
Tara, and daughter, Emma. 

 

We asked that any gifts should be in the form of donations to our 
chosen charities: The Yorkshire Air Ambulance Service and Yorkshire Cancer 
Research.  
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Daniel Alan Glyn Filbey 

and his bride Fiona 

Louise Berwick were 

married on  

1st February, 2014 at St 

Alban’s Church, Frant, 

East Sussex, England. 

Shea Cecilia Filby 

Daughter of Tracey 

and Christopher 

Filby 

Was born 14th August, 

2014 at Ottawa, 

Ontario, Canada. 

Here she is with proud 

big brother, Charlie. 

Four Generations: 

Centre front row: Shea 

Cecilia Filby with her great-

grandmother Cecilia Roy. 

Far left front: Shea’s mother, 

Tracey Filby. 

Far right front, Aunt Cara 

Prest (nee Filby) 

Back row left: Great-aunt 

Suzanne Pizzuto (nee Roy) 

..and right: Grandmother, 

Diane Filby 
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Family History on show……… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A splendid Christmas gift for each of their grandchildren was requested by Ed 

and Diane Filby of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 

 We worked on the format together and produced a vertical pedigree 

chart showing a direct line of twelve generations dating back to ‘about’ 1605 

and their ancestor Michael (Miles) Filby. 

 Ed and Diane have visited Norfolk several time to trace their ancestry in 

that area and are regular attendees at our Filby Triennial Reunions. 
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THE CENSUS TAKER       ~    Unknown 

It was the first day of the census, and all through the land; 

The pollster was ready— a black book in hand. 

He mounted his horse for a long dusty ride; 

His book and some quills were tucked close by his side. 

A long winding ride down a road barely there; 

Toward the smell of fresh bread wafting up through the air. 

 

The woman was tired, with lines on her face; 

And wisps of brown hair she tucked into place. 

She gave him some water —as they sat at the table; 

And she answered his questions —the best she was able. 

He asked of her children —Yes, she had quite a few; 

The oldest was twenty, the youngest not two. 

 

She held up a toddler with cheeks round and red; 

His sister, she whispered, was napping in bed. 

She noted each person who lived there with pride; 

As she felt the faint stirrings of the wee one inside. 

He noted the sex, the colour, the age, 

The marks from the quill soon filled up the page. 

 

At the number of children she nodded her head; 

He saw her lips quiver for the three that were dead. 

The places of birth she “never forgot”; 

Was it Kansas? or Utah? or Oregon —or not? 

They came from Scotland, of that she was clear; 

But she wasn’t quite sure just how long they’d been here. 

 

They spoke of employment, of schooling and such; 

They could read some, and write some—though  really not much. 

When the questions were answered his job there was done; 

So he mounted his horse and he rode toward the sun. 

We can almost imagine his voice loud and clear; 

“May God bless you all for another ten years.” 

 

Now picture a time warp —it’s now you and me; 

As we search for the people on our family tree. 

We squint at the census and scroll down so slow; 

As we search for that entry from long, long ago. 

Could they only imagine on that long ago day; 

That the entries they made would effect us this way? 

 

If they knew, they would wonder at the yearning we feel; 

And the searching that makes them so increasingly real. 

We can hear if we listen the words they impart; 

Through their blood in our veins and  their voice in our heart. 
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Treasurer’s Report. 1st October, 2013 – 30th September, 2014. 

This has been the first year that I have served the Association as Treasurer. 
However, it took Barclays Bank several months to add my name to our bank 
mandate and without this I was not able to access our accounts, so in some 
respects I feel that I have been able to fulfil the full treasurer role for the latter 
half of the year only. Thankfully that is all resolved and behind us now. We did 
receive some monies from Barclays Bank in compensation for the problems 
that this had caused and my thanks also go to Jim Filby, who as our previous 

treasurer also helped to resolve this problem. 

 A summary of the accounts follow and these are a few notes of 

explanation.  

 Donations from members amounted to £289.89. We are very 
dependant on the donations that are made to the Association and these are 

all gratefully received  

 Our Officers expenses amounted to £863.72. The officers have donated 
the sum of £548.00, however a donation of a further £400 will fall into next 

years accounts  

 There have been few purchases from our on line shop, these amounted 

to £13.50 

 We received the sum of £376.35 from HMRC, which is the Gift Aid that 
we are able to claim, based on donations given by UK tax payers. I will be 
making a claim for the £222.65 for the year just past. The reduced amount 

reflects the drop in donations that we have received in the past year. 

 The Executive decided to place a third bench on Filby Pound in memory 
of Mary Filby, who was one of our founder members. This cost £380.00 in 
total and our thanks go to the Filby in Bloom organisation who arranged this 

on our behalf. 

 In addition to our current account we have a business saver account. At 
the end of our financial year this had the sum of £50.31 in it, having accrued 
4p in interest in the year. The interest rate that we, as well as everyone 
receives is very low. As a result we have not used this account during the 

year. 

I would like to thank those listed below who have donated to the Association 

during our last financial year that ended on 30th September, 2014. 

025 Caroline and Alan Dinsdale; Staines, Middlesex 
078 Barbara Filbey; Basingstoke, Hampshire 
040 Kathleen and Raymond Boast; Harleston, Norfolk 
C02 Jim Filby; Blidworth, Nottinghamshire 
033 Robert and Doreen Filby; Cheshunt, Hertfordshire 
039 Susan Ward; Belton, Doncaster 
013 Alan Filby; Bedford, Bedfordshire 
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188 Patrick King; Holbeach, Lincolnshire 
C05 Alan and Marion Filby; York, Yorkshire 
128 Bob Filby; Thames Ditton, Surrey 
Mr R Filbey 
Mrs SMT & MRS DGT Filby 
RG & JG Filby   

I apologise if I have left anyone out who has also made a donation to the Association. 

       Alan W Filby (Treasurer) 

 

Filby Association Accounts 2013 – 2014 

 

The balances in our accounts were as follows at the end of our financial year. 

 Our accounts are currently being checked by an independent person, which is 
in line with the requirements of our constitution. 

 As you will see from the above, our the donations that the Association has 
receives have declined over the past few years. We appreciate that times are still 
difficult for many, however any donations to the Association would be gratefully 
received. 

Current Business Account 2013 - 14 2012 - 13 

        

Income Donations from Members £289.89 £1022.66 

  Donations from Officers £548.00 £975.00 

  Gift Aid £376.35 £373.33 

  Good sold £13.50 £299.88 

  Barclays compensation £35.00 - 

        

Expenditure Officer’s expenses £863.72 £947.68 

  Running costs £145.61 £129.14 

  Subscriptions £139.82 £137.16 

  Website £62.90 £62.90 

  ME Filby – Memorial bench £380.00 - 

  Current Account £591.38 

  Business Saver Account £50.31 



If you wish to make donations to the Association please do so 
in any of the following ways; 

Via  Post:  
Please send to me -  Mr Alan W Filby (Treasurer)  
    10, Richmond Avenue,  
    Littleover,  
    Derby  
    DE23 1DL   
    ENGLAND. 

Via our web site: www.filby.org and click on the Donation button 
 

Via Bank Transfer 

 

 Thank you in anticipation.   alanf@filby.org 

Account name The Filby Association 

Account number 93616762 

Bank Sort Code 20-24-64 

    

Our 50th Anniversary of 

The Filby Association 

Will take place in August, 2018  

at All Saints Church, Filby, Norfolk, England. 

We need volunteers to help organise an eventful 

weekend that will encourage many members and 

overseas visitors to attend. 

Please contact any Officer to  discuss how you 

may be able to help. 

Thank you. 

http://www.filby.org/

