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Ties are still available for sale, both in navy and maroon with the
Filby Crest. Priced at £9.00 each.

Over the past years several people have enquired about an
Association car sticker. Through the generosity of Jim Filby, we
now have some available. The stickers are blue print on clear
adhesive Vinyl, which can be placed on glass and repositioned
when required. Size (16cm x 3.5cm) = (6.5inch x 1.5inch)
These sell at £1.50 each; Jim has specified that proceeds from the
sale of car stickers should go toward funding the Chronicle.

Our thanks to Jim.

If you would like to purchase stickers, please contact either Wal-
ly, Ruth or Mary Filby who will be delighted to supply your re-
quirements.

Please make cheques payable to “The Filby Association”

| am a member of

The Filby Association

Dear Members,

I was delighted to hear that you were pleased with the new
format of our ‘Chronicle’. Please keep sending your stories and
photos for next year as we are always interested in your news.
email marion.filby@virgin .net
Or by post to the address shown. Thank you,  Editor.

Births Louis Filby was born 20th February 2003,
a son for Janet Filby.

Dominic Hamari-Filby was born 14th December 2002, a son for Stephanie
and Steve Hamari-Filby, a brother for Amelia.
(Both Janet and Stephanie are nieces of our Officers - Jim, Wally and Ruth )

Twins Benjamin and Emma Filby were born 11th June 2003,
a son and daughter for Justina and Stuart Filby.
(photograph on back cover with Granddad Jim - our Website Manager)

Our Member Marjorie Rayner (nee Filby) in Perth, W. Australia
Reports the birth of her great grandsons Xavier Ryan Kobillo on 26th July 2001
and Jayden Jose Ryan on 24th December 2002
(photograph on back cover)

Marriages
Russell and Erica Filby were proud parents when their son
Ross Alexander Filby married Anita Sarah Goodwin
At 2.00pm on 1st February 2003 at St.Edmunds Church, Old Costessey, Norwich
(photograph on back cover)

Alan William Filby married Jacqueline Campbell Mason
At 3.00pm on 2nd August 2003
at The Haven Christian Centre, Hollybrook Way, Littleover, Derby
A reception was held at Derby Grammar School for Boys, Littleover.
Alan is the son of our Manager, Mary Filby and Honorary President Len Filby
(photograph on back cover)

Shauna Barry married Shane Stephenson
On 20th September 2003 by the lake at Forest Lake. The reception was held at the
Old Lions Soccer Club, Richlands, Brisbane, Australia.
They went on a honeymoon cruise to Noumea and Vanuatu.
Shauna is the daughter of Jill and Don Barry (Our Australasian Correspondents)
and great granddaughter of Frank Filby and Jessie Emma Alexander
The matron of honour was Shauna’s older sister, Megan and bridesmaids were
Kirsty and Laura. (photograph on back cover)

Deaths Thomas Neville Howard Filby
His daughter, Katrina, sent a note to say her father had suffered from
Alzheimer's disease for nearly 15 years. This had weakened his heart and then a
chest infection weakened it further. Her father passed away in his sleep aged 80
on Sunday 16th February 2003, in the Warneford Hospital, Oxford, England.
He was cremated wearing his Filby tie on 26th February 2003 at Oxford.

After a long illness we are sad to announce the death of
The Reverend Basil J. Filby on 26th September (1921-2003)

Basil was our Australian/New Zealand Correspondent for a few years from 1976
whilst he was living and working in Australia. He returned to England and lived in
Co. Durham where he continued to have a great interest in
Filby research and the Association.
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In Memoriam Tony Bull of Bellenot sous Pouilly, France writes:

My ‘Aunt Peg’ ~ Margaret Taylor (nee Bull) whose mother was a Filby, was to
have celebrated her Platinum [70th] Wedding Anniversary in September 2003.
A rare event, but sadly, she died one week before her anniversary.

Her Diamond Anniversary was somewhat unique, because on that occasion her
best man and all the bridesmaids were present. A wedding photograph was re
-enacted showing them in exactly the same positions as sixty years earlier!
Regrettably, three others in the photograph have also “passed” the bar.

Congratulations
Marjorie Rayner of Perth, W. Australia writes:
My grandson, Chris Ryan was presented with
a Media Award for‘The Best Print Story’ on cricket
at ‘The Steve Waugh Medal Night’ held in Sydney.
Apart from his weekly ‘Wisden’ website,
Chris frequently writes articles for their magazine.

A photograph on the back cover shows
Jill Barry’s Aunt Rua (Nana) Petersen
Celebrating her 100th birthday
Rua is the second daughter of Frank, son of William Boswell Filby
She is the sole surviving member of her generation of Blanche-Filbys.

Do you have a photograph to share showing four generations?

This one taken about 1964 shows:

Great Grandmother

Bessie Eliza Gutteridge (nee Blake)

| Born 17.8.1876 Died 1965

~ | Married Henry Gutteridge 20.10.1903
| Bom 8.7.1876  Died 4.5.1946

1 Grandmother

Gladys May Filby (nee Gutteridge)

Born 21.1.1905 Died 9.1.1987

Born 25.7.1902  Died 19.12.1973

Mother: Ruth Primrose Smith (nee Filby) Born 27th November 1936
Married Neil Hare 13th January 1962. Died 4th November 1974
Married Reginald Smith 28th September 1981.  Died 14th August 1995

Daughter: Helen Hare Born 11th February 1963

If you have an interesting photograph of your ancestors we will be pleased to
receive a copy for future Chronicles.

You can email to me at marion.filby@virgin.net or post a copy to me at the
address shown.

Married Harry Osborne Filby 5.10.1935
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A Message from our Manager, Mary Filby

The year of 2003 has brought The Filby Association into another
era, a really good one. Firstly, my Len was delighted to be asked
to be President by the other officers of the Association, he has
worked in the background for many years and thinks this is a great
honour. I think it is a reward for all his patience over the years. So
many hours have been put into working for the Association and I
hope my family has never felt neglected over it. One can get carried away
with one's own interests.

Another good thing is that Filby Church has a new Rector. You will hear
about, and from him later in the Chronicle.

Through our webmaster, Jim, we have been contacted by several new
members from the UK and overseas and have been able to help many with their
family trees. If you do not have a computer I am sure a friend does, and it will be
well worth asking them to show you the website for The Filby Association, which
is (www.filby.org.uk)

I feel strange that Iam the sole survivor of the original officers of the
Association, but we are blessed in so many ways as we have some wonderful
people who have taken over various jobs and are keeping the Association in
top running order. I am so thankful that this has happened, otherwise, perhaps all
would have folded and what a shame that would have been.

I look forward to the next Reunion on 4th July 2004.

When I visit Filby for a Reunion or our Sunday Service I consider myself
very lucky because Jim, our webmaster, collects me from home with all my rec-
ord books and files. We meet Ruth and Wally at the same venue, the Filby Bridge
Restaurant, where we have always enjoyed an excellent meal. We book for 12.00
noon (on Sunday they serve from 12.00pm - 2.00pm)

I believe if you know of a good thing you shouldn’t keep it to yourself, so |
would suggest if you wish to have a meal before meeting at the church, you could
go there.

The restaurant takes reservations and serves a three course-meal with
coffee for £10.95, or there is another area where you can walk in and order either
a snack or one or two courses from the menu. Wherever you go the food is excel-
lent and the welcoming friendliness is second to none.

If you wish to book a meal, contact Mrs. Jenny Barnes. Details below;-

See you at Filby.
®a | My best wishes to all.
God bless ,
J & J Barnes, Main Road, Filb, ;
Telephone 012493 368142 Mary Filby.
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Secretary Ruth Smith (nee Filby).....Welcomes New Members

Karen Westdijk, Hildersham, Cambs. Robert D. Filbey, USA.

Judy Doree, Watford, Hertfordshire. Michael Anthony Filby, USA.

Mary Filbee, Halifax, Canada. Mrs. Pat Wahl. USA.

Pauline Pendlebury, Australia. Christine Williams. Norfolk.

Andrew Filby, Canada. Mr & Mrs B. Filby, Doncaster.

Mr & Mrs M.J.Filby, Brough, Yorkshire. Mrs Eileen Mitchell, Suffolk.

Rev. Carl Le Provost, Filby, Norfolk, The New Vicar at All Saint’s Church, Filby.

To ensure delivery of future Chronicles please let me know if you change
your Home address or Email address

We have had quite a number of people contact us through our website,
most of whom have joined the Association. I have written to other people whose
names and addresses have appeared in other publications, or who have visited the
church at Filby and entered their address in the visitor’s book. Our researchers
have helped them and in return we have on occasion been given new information
to add to our files.

We are always looking for volunteers to help out in any way to spread the
load. Do let me know if you can help and what you would like to do. If you would
like to join our research team, whether or not you have a computer you will be
given all the information that you will need. We will only expect you to do what
you can, as we all have other commitments.

Licensing and Installation of Carl Le Provost as Priest in
Charge of the South Trinity Boards Benefice, including All

Saint’s Church, Filby.

Mary, Jim, Wally and I attended the Licensing and Installation in Filby church on
Sth June 2003. It was a very moving occasion for us all. I had never been to such
an occasion before.

The Bishop of Thetford installed Carl. The Rural Dean and the Archdea-
con of Norfolk also took part in the service, as did the churchwardens. Carl was
presented with a large jug of water (baptism), a Bible (the word of God), a Book
of Common Prayer (the needs of the Community), a jug of oil (healing the sick),
Bread and Wine (celebration of the Lord’s resurrection). After the rest of the
Service the Bishop led Carl through the church. Following this we met Carl’s
wife, Cathy, and were able to chat with everyone who attended.

Domesday Book entry re—Filby Village

Filby has entries on six different pages in the Little Domesday Book and is called
by the name Filb, Filby, Filebey, Philebey and Phileby, and is in the East Flegg
Hundred area in Norfolk. The entries are under the names of the people who had
land in Filby, as far as I can see. William de Warenne, Roger Bigod (2 entries),
St Benet of Hulme, William d’Ecouis and Rabel the Artificer. It says who farms
the land, how many Freeman, how many animals, how many acres and what they
were worth etc.
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If you are visiting Norfolk, don’t miss ~
Toad Hole Cottage & Wildlife Water Trail at How Hill, Ludham.

Toad Hole Cottage is owned by The Broads Authority who chose ‘Filby’ as the imaginary
family’s name used in their booklet describing life in the cottage...an extract follows:

The cottage was probably built between about 1780 and 1820, although there was
an earlier cottage building on this site. This was the time of Nelson and the Battle
of Trafalgar (1805). In fact, there’s a local connection, as Nelson is supposed to
have learnt to sail just up the river from Toad Hole, at Barton Broad.

The shallow lakes known as ‘broads’ were formed in medieval time (about
the 9th-13th centuries) when peat was dug out to use as fuel for heating and cook-
ing. Over the centuries sea levels rose and the peat diggings became flooded,
forming the broads. The Broads would have looked quite different in Nelson’s
time, as there were not nearly so many trees and everything would have been
much more open. There would have been well-managed fens (where reeds and
sedge grow) with people working on them, and there would have been ‘keels’, big
single-sailed boats with a mast going up the centre of the sail, transporting cargo
around the Broads.

Toad Hole cottage reflects family life in Victorian times, about 100 years
ago. The cottage is furnished as it would have been in hundreds of cottages all
over the Broads. There is no running water and candles or rush lights are the only
lighting. The thatch is made from reed harvested from the marshes at How Hill
and the ridge along the top of the roof is made from another marsh plant, sedge,
which bends easily. The cottage bricks are made and fired in a kiln in the cottage
grounds.

The garden provides fruit and vegetables for the family, and herbs too—
some for cooking and some to use as medicine. Feverfew cures headaches, mint
helps colds and stomach aches and hyssop is good for coughs, but Mrs Filby
thinks much the best thing for whooping cough is a good fried mouse! The family
have chickens, but they don’t keep pigs and sometimes Mr Filby will give one of
the villagers some good fat eels in exchange for a piece of salt pork from their
pig.

Cottage life follows a very set pattern. For Mrs Filby, it is Monday—
washing, mangling and drying; Tuesday—more drying, then starching and iron-
ing; Wednesday—cleaning; Thursday— mending clothes and nets for eel catching,
and some knitting or sewing; Friday—cooking, perhaps making a soup with
‘Norfolk dumplings’, or a boiled pudding; then on Saturday—other odd jobs like
making rush lights, or working in the garden. Sunday is their day of rest and after
dinner all the family walk to St. Catherine’s Church at Ludham.

Mr Filby is a ‘marsh man’ and goes off every day with his hunk of bread
and cheese, an apple and bottle of cold tea. He catches eels and works on reed
cutting, he shoots duck and pheasant whilst he ‘quants’ away in his reed-lighter
with the long quant pole up river towards Barton.

The children dress and have a quick splash around with icy cold water be-
fore walking one and a half miles to school each day, but they have to help with
the harvest during the summer and are always excused from school.
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(Cribbed from a Norfolk Parish Magazine by Little Clacton and Weeley Parish
Magazine by Ruth Smith.)

Rocket Science it isn’t.
The US Railway gauge (distance between the rails) is 4 feet 8.5 inches.

That is an exceedingly odd number. Why was that gauge used?
Because that was the way they built them in England and English expatri-
ates built the US Railroads.

Why did the English build them like that?
Because the first rail lines were built by the same people who built the pre-
railroad tramways and that’s the gauge they used.

Why did they use that gauge?
Because the people who built the tramways used the same jigs and tools
that they used for building wagons, which used that wheel spacing. Okay?

Why did the wagons have that particular odd wheel spacing?

Well, if they tried to use any other spacing, the wagon wheels would break
on some of the old long distance roads in England because that’s the spacing of
the wheel ruts.

So who built those old rutted roads?
Imperial Rome built the first long distance roads in Europe (and England)
for their legions. The roads have been used ever since.

And the ruts in the road?

Roman war chariots formed the initial ruts, which everyone else had to
match for fear of destroying their wagon wheels. Since the chariots were made
for Imperial Rome they were all alike in the way of wheel spacing. So the United
States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet 8.5 inches is derived from the original
specification for an Imperial Roman war chariot. And bureaucracies live forever.
So the next time you are handed a specification and wonder what horse’s ass
came up with it, you may be exactly right because the Imperial Roman war chari-
ots were made just wide enough to accommodate the rear ends of two war horses.
Now the twist to the story.

When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, there are two big
booster rockets attached to the sides of the main fuel tank. These are solid rocket
boosters or SRBs. Thiokel makes the SRBs at their factory in Utah. The engineers
who designed the SRBs would have preferred to make them a bit fatter, but the
SRBs had to be shipped by train from the factory to the launch site.

The railroad line from the factory happens to run through a tunnel in the
mountains. The SRBs had to fit through that tunnel. The tunnel is slightly wider
than the railroad track and the railroad track, as you know, is about as wide as two
horses’ behinds. So a major Space Shuttle design feature of what is, arguably, the
world’s most advanced transport system, was determined over two thousand years
ago by the width of a horse’s rear!

And you thought being a horse’s ass wasn’t important!
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Filby Sunday 2003

It was the usual beautiful day and after some of us had enjoyed a meal at the Filby
Bridge restaurant we gathered together in the church for our service.

The Rev. Carl took his first Filby Association Sunday Service, which was
Evensong. Afterwards, whilst taking refreshments in the church he and his wife
met all those of the association who had attended.

July is a good time in the year to visit Norfolk, and Filby in particular. Why
not come along in 2004, perhaps spend the weekend in the area and come to our
Reunion. There is plenty of interest in Norfolk to please all different tastes.

The Filby Hymn

From all over the world we come
Happy to meet again.

Thy blessing Lord on us we pray
On this, our Filby day.

Our grateful thanks for journeys done
And steps in safety trod.
Thy blessing Lord on us we pray
On this, our Filby day.

The months and years have passed away
In sorrow, joy and hope.
Thy blessing Lord on us we pray
On this, our Filby day.

Stretch forth thy hand to absent friends
In sickness or in need.
Thy blessing Lord on them we pray
On this, our Filby day.

We sing this hymn at all our services in Filby Church - to “Saint Fulbert CM”,
which is the tune of “Ye Choirs of New Jerusalem”

Filby ‘In Bloom’ 2003 p
Filby village was not able to enter the National Competi- 6’ l p‘\

tion this year, as they won last year.

However, in * Anglia in Bloom’ they won a GOLD MEDAL for
the best kept village in East Anglia, and also a GOLD MEDAL for the best
kept village in the Borough of Great Yarmouth.

I think they did very well and congratulate them on their many achieve-
ments. They have been busy planting bulbs for the coming year and look forward
to more successes in the future.

by Mary Filby.
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The Church of All Saint’s, Filby, Norfolk, England.

(Reverend Carl and his wife Cathy)

The Reverend Carl Le Provost writes:

I am writing to share with you the current
position our Village Church is in and what plans
we have for the future.

As you may know I have been appointed here on a five year contract to see
whether this Church has any long term future. Filby Church has stood at the cen-
tre of our village for more than 800 years. However, the future is looking more
uncertain now than it probably has at any time over the past eight centuries. Over
the last 40 years congregations have decreased so that now the average congrega-
tion is only 18 out of 557 residents of Filby—far too small to sustain Filby as an
active Church. I believe that this Church does have a future—but there are four
main areas that need our urgent attention: Heating. Repairs to the East Window.
Repairs to the Roof.  Day to Day Running Costs.

HEATING - Recent studies have shown that unheated churches are likely
to be made redundant within a time scale of 10-20 years. The lack of heat not only
stops us using Filby Church in the depths of winter (in recent winters the Church
has been shut and services are held in the Church Hall) but it also makes the fab-
ric deteriorate at an alarming speed. We know that to provide heating is an expen-
sive job and one for which no grants are available. We have the money that was
raised some years ago, but we are still going to have to raise at least £17,000 to
see this work completed. The cost for running an adequate electric supply to the
Church is going to cost £12,000 alone—and on top of that there is the internal
electrical work, cost of heaters etc. We have launched an appeal for this £17,000
and are aiming to start work next spring—dependent on how the appeal is going.
If we do not get the heating in on this attempt—then the redundancy of the
Church seems inevitable.

REPAIRS TO THE EAST WINDOW - Age, the weather and vandalism
has taken its toll on the lovely stained glass window at the front of the Church. If
nothing is done the window will simply fall out—and leave the Church unusable.
To re-lead, restore missing pieces, repair the stonework and fit a protective guard
will cost £36,000. We have been fortunate to receive grants of almost all this
sum—Ileaving us only about £6,000 to find. The work is booked to start in January
2004 and will take four months to complete. Before we give the contractors per-
mission to start we need to know we have the missing £6000 so that we can pay
the invoice when it is presented.

REPAIRS TO THE ROOF - Major repairs are needed to the roof to stop
water leaking through. These repairs which are likely to cost in the region of
£40,000 should be funded by grants from English Heritage and various other
charities—however, we will be expected to contribute towards the cost. The work
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Filby Association Accounts 2003

Reserve Account

Balance as at December 1% 2002 £752.31
Income Bank Interest £1.53
Expenditure £0.00
Balance as at November 30™ 2003 £753.84
Current Account
Balance as at December 1% 2002 £473.71
Income Donations General £208.00
Donation for Chronicle £120.00
Goods Ties Etc £12591
Church Fund (Heaters) £250.00
Total Income £703.91
Expenditure 2002 Chronicle (+ Postage)  £318.70
Guild Subs. (Goons) £ 12.00
Total Expenditure £330.70
Excess of Income over Expenditure £373.21
Balance as at November 30™ 2003 £846.92
Balance sheet as at 30™ November 2003
Reserve Account £753.84
Current Account £846.92
Accumulated fund at November 30™ 2003 £1.600.76
Treasurers Report 2003

I have pleasure in presenting my second report as Treasurer, to cov-
er the year from December 1* 2002 to November 30" 2003.

I would like to thank all of those who have sent donations
during the year, a couple of donations totalling £120 were sent spe-
cifically in order to help with the costs of the Chronicle, also an
anonymous donation was sent to pay for a heater for the Church at Filby, this plus
any other donation received for the church will be paid at our 2004 Reunion.

Below I name all those that have contributed:-

Mr CH & Mrs B Filby Yeovil Somerset ~ Ruth Smith Little Clacton, Essex
R A Filby Cheshunt, Hertfordshire ~ Molly Kuttner Edgware, Middlesex
Nevin & Mary Filby Victoria, Australia ~ Mrs Jo-Ann Buck Sandwich, Kent

Mr & Mrs D G James  King’s Lynn, Norfolk ~ Mr & Mrs H Irving ~ Brixton, London

Doris Guyton Downham Market, Norfolk  Eileen Mitchell Haverhill, Suffolk

Don & Phillippa Laurenson New Zealand  Ron & Kath Filby Doncaster, Yorkshire

Olive Joan Philbey Read  Queensbury, Yorks ~ Jim Filby Blidworth, Notts.

Mr & Mrs A J Bull, Bellenot sous Pouilly, France. J D Filby South Croydon, Surrey

Mrs Edith Filby Christiansen, Oregon, USA. Mr J R Exler Witney, Oxfordshire
Roger & Angela Philbey Ashley, Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

I also received a donation from Mary E Filby, widow of the Reverend
Basil Filby, who passed away in September. I send my Thanks and Sincere
Condolences to his Family.
If any names have been left off the above list in error I give my apologies.
Wally Filby, Treasurer
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continued to deteriorate resulting in the family’s return to England in 1954. Their
son, William, and daughter, Coralie, were born in 1954 and 1957 respectively.
Fortunately, William’s health improved and the family returned to Canada.

When my cousin, Joy, and her husband finally came home to England,
their daughter Melanie had married and decided to remain in Canada. Following
her husbands death in 1980, Joy settled in Rickmansworth near to her son and
daughter. In August 2003, she, Coralie and Melanie, who was over on a visit from
Canada, came to stay with us in York. The main purpose of this visit was to attend
our ‘Filby’ family reunion lunch, which was held on Wednesday 18" August
at Owston Hall, a rather grand Georgian house built in the mid 18" century,
now a hotel and golf club situated near Doncaster.

We numbered eighteen in total, my brothers, sisters and their respective
partners plus our ‘guests’, or as Joy preferred, ‘extended family.” We were all
delighted to have finally come together with everyone having his or her own par-
ticular story to tell, or photographs to show and exchange. The atmosphere around
our huge table was so wonderful and relaxed that we really were one big happy
family.

After our meal, numerous group photographs were taken before sitting in
the beautiful garden to reflect on more memories. It was all too soon before we
had to say our ‘fond farewell” after what had been a truly memorable reunion. The
agreement was that we would emulate the Filby Association and make ours an
annual gathering, to perhaps include more generations next time.

Greetings from the USA/Canada
by Don Filby USA/Canada Correspondent

This year has been a little “slow”, however, we have been lucky again to expand
upon the South East Kansas group and the PHILBY of Brazil, IA. I would like to
thank Mrs Anita Belcher, Mrs Edith Christiansen, Mrs Lois Filbey, Mr William
Rear and Mr George D. Hodge for their information and financial help.

Much to our amazement I received a picture of Rebecca Ann Filby, daugh-
ter of James Filby, who was born about 1794 in South Carolina. He was married
to a Judy (last name unknown) from Virginia. It is reported that Rebecca was born
7th February 1837. She was one of four children who were born in and around
Ripley Co., Indiana.

Folks, I still have a call out to anyone with pictures to spare. It would be
great if they would send them to me so that I may include them into the data bank
and with the history of the family tree. The program that we are using continues to
be developed and is providing easier ways to make our trees better for you. My
sincere thanks to the many who have assisted in the upgrading of our data.

On another light, I have been receiving notices from Bath, Ohio, and from
the Denver Co., all selling the Filby/Philby year books again, of course the cost
has gone up but the product has not. Your Association can provide you with more
and more accurate data so please save your money.

I want to say to all, take care and have a Happy New Year 2004.
God Bless you all,  Don.
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is likely to take place in 2005—to delay it any longer would mean that water
would start to come through the roof and, as with the East Window, render the
Church unusable.

DAY TO DAY RUNNING COSTS - Every Church has to pay a contri-
bution to the Diocese to cover my salary, the pensions and housing of retired cler-
gy and general running costs of the National Church. This year Filby’s share is
£8,271 and next year £8,602. We also need to pay for electricity, gas, etc. carry
out minor repairs and upkeep the Church Hall. With an annual income of £6000
we are now at the point of being insolvent We cannot afford to insure the Church
and only pay half our share to the Diocese. Unless we can pay our way the Dio-
cese will not consider appointing another full time Priest here when my contract is
reviewed in June 2006. This will leave Filby without a Parish Priest to visit, be
involved with the school, or conduct Christenings, weddings, funerals and Sunday
services. At this point the Church Council would have to consider what future the
Church here would have.

OUR FUTURE

Obviously not everyone can, or wishes to support the Church. However, for those
of you who wish to see the Church and it’s life continue in the village, the time
for action has arrived.  To do nothing means that the only alternative is to stop
using the Church, lock the doors for the last time and let nature take its course on
the building.

We need more people to contribute a regular amount of money to the
Church to cover the day to day costs. We also need the money to pay for the East
Window repairs and to install heating. This is all way beyond the resources of 18
regular members of the congregation. We also need more residents of Filby to
attend services. Without this happening the Diocese will come to the conclusion
that Filby Church is no longer a viable Church.

Please do consider what your response can be — and please do speak to
me about any of the issues raised here. Please do not leave it to others to respond
— we need everyone’s help and support so that the future becomes more secure
than it appears at the moment.

The future task is an enormous one — but not to undertake it means that
we are the generation of villagers who have turned our back on a Church that has
faithfully served this village for 800 years. Filby Church was built to be the
Village Church of everyone who lived in this village whether they were regular
Churchgoers or not. Please help us to continue this work in the future.

Thank you for taking the time to read this — and please consider what
response you can make.
I am of course here for more important things than money — and if I can
ever be of any help please let me know.
Reverend Carl Le Provost

This letter was delivered to every house in Filby Village
during September 2003.
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If you would like to support the Fund Raising Appeal
for All Saint’s Church, Filby, Norfolk, England.

A donation by cheque (£ Sterling) or cash (any currency - no coins) stating to
which Fund, i.e. ‘General’ or ‘Church’, can be sent direct to our Treasurer;-

Mr. W. Filby, 25, Warrington Road, Croydon, Surrey, CRO 4BH, England.
Conversion rates; applicable against £5 Sterling (on Saturday January 17th 2004)
USA Dollars 8.69: Canadian Dollars 11.30: Australia Dollars 11.35:

New Zealand Dollars 12.85: South Africa Rand 63.35: Euros 6.99:

Our next ‘Reunion’ at All Saint’s Church, Filby, Norfolk,
will be on 4th July 2004 at 2.30 pm.

Reunions are every third year and are better attended than “Filby “ Sunday
Service as we renew friendships with many of our overseas visitors. On these
occasions we are served delightful refreshments in the Church Hall, kindly put
on by the ladies of Filby Church.

All Association records and files are available for viewing to aid you in
your research. We welcome any new family trees that you are willing to offer
for adding to our library of Filby’s (any spelling) across the world.

An enclosure has been included with this Chronicle for the next
‘Reunion’. We would like you to return it to our Secretary, Ruth Smith,
address as shown should you decide to make this triennial pilgrimage to your
‘roots’ at the village of Filby, Norfolk, England.

A raffle will be held this year to raise funds for the Church Appeal.

OUR WEBSITE - www.filby.org.uk
By Jim Filby ~ Web Master

This is now our third year on the Internet with our own Domain. This website like
all website Domain Names has to be re-registered every two years. This has not
only been done for the next two years, but I have after protracted negotiations
with “Nominet.uk” managed to register it for “The Filby Association” as opposed
to being registered to me. It is of course still registered through my business, but
hopefully it will make it easier to transfer if anything ever happens to me.

As expected the number of new contacts via the contacts page has
reduced, having had only four new contacts in 2003 (plus five more Nov/Dec).
These nine have not only become new members, but we are in the process of
helping them with their family research and at the same time they are adding to
our data and knowledge about our worldwide family.

The entry of our website for the GOONS (Guild Of One Name Studies)
website award 2002 was unfortunately unsuccessful, we were not one of the win-
ners but I enjoyed trying. They are going to run the competition every year so
maybe better luck next year. Ruth’s comment when she heard the results was ‘the
professionals have won it’ I am not sure if that’s true, however to try and improve
my website design I have signed on for a short course with the Open University
on “Writing for the Internet.”
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Report on the ‘GOONS’ Journal ~ ‘Guild of One Name Studies’

by Sheila Filby (Association’s registered GOONS member)
Again the year of 2003 has seen many interesting and useful articles. For those
who use computers for research and /or recording that research there are many
articles on all aspects in every Issue. The vexed and divisive subject of privacy is
also well aired (Issues 3&4). There are long and detailed articles with good illus-
trations on the ‘Surname Atlas’ of the 1881 Census (Issue 4).

On ‘Postcards’ whose fronts may be interesting, but their backs can be
very informative; Colin Buck has a Surname Index of the many he has collected
to sell - to interested persons (Issue 1). Roy Stockdill writes a regular challenging
column. He urges one to ask Records Offices if they have any material available
on any subject that one is interested in, sometimes there is! (Issue 1). On a lighter
note he trawls through the ‘1901 Census’ to find surnames of the days of the
week—Mondays and Fridays run away leaders, with months March and May also
far ahead (Issue 1) This encouraged John Hanson in Issue 2 to investigate fore-
names in the 1881 Census and not surprisingly May and June were most popular
and March and July. Roger Goacher surveyed those helping that Family Study
under the initial ’F’ - Finders, Ferrets, Fleshing Out, Formalizing the data, Focus-
ing, Fitters and last but not least Friends and Family (Issue 1). Can you help the
Filby Association in any of these modes?

In Issue 3 there is an interesting article on a visit to the General Register
Office’s Smedley Hydropathic Establishment in Southport where the certificates
are produced. Another on the National Archives of Australia, many of which can
be accessed on the Internet. In Issue 4 there is a disturbing story from Ohio USA.,
where a new fee structure was misinterpreted by local officials and led to micro-
film records being confiscated—the privacy issue again.

If you can find copies of this journal there are some good reads. The latest
Issue has interesting articles on the spellings of surnames -variants or deviants.

A Filby Family Reunion by Alan V. Filby of York

My grandfather, Arthur William Filby 1864 -1932 and grandmother, Alice Filby
1866 - 1934 had three children, Frederick George Donald Thomas 1898 -1964,
Margery Alice 1900 -1982 and Ernest George 1903 - 1967.

My father, Ernest George Filby, married Lillian in 1930 and they had sev-
en children, Eric, Bob, Jean, Julie, Alan (yours truly) Ron and Susan.

There were no children from Uncle Fred’s marriage, but when Auntie Mar-
gery married Cyril Henry Russell Willers in 1922 there followed three children,
my cousins, Joy, Irene and Rita.

My parents kept close contact with Auntie Margery and Cyril Willers
(known as Uncle Bob) until the mid fifties and visited regularly. However, by this
time the children of both families had spread their wings and indeed Joy Willers,
who married William Battell in 1948 had moved to Canada to further his research
work into the potential use of nuclear power for domestic use. They soon settled
to a new way of life and in 1951 their first daughter, Melanie, was born. Sad-
ly however, William’s health problem, which began some years earlier when he
contracted a viral infection whilst preparing for the Empire Games,
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Did Your Filby Ancestor Catch Sparrows?
By Mike Dewey
A Miscellany from the Churchwardens Account Book for Aston Clinton,

The Churchwardens Accounts Book for Aston Clinton is available for the years
1723 to 1805 at the Bucks Record Office, reference PR8/5/1.

From 1722/23 to 1742/43 the book contains a great many entries for pay-
ments made to individual inhabitants of the parish, including for catching spar-
rows, hedgehogs and ‘polecatts’. The catching of sparrows was encouraged by the
Churchwardens as the birds defaced the structure of the church. The ‘going’ rate
seems to have been 1/4d, one farthing, per sparrow, s for a hedgehog, and 4s for
a polecatt. So this could be quite lucrative and a useful way to supplement the
family budget.

The Filbys living in Aston Clinton at this time seemed to have been adept
at catching sparrows:-.

1727/28 Mary Fillbe for catching 6 sparrows, 1 1/2d
1728/29 ditto 9

1729/30 George Philby ditto 16

1730/31 George Philbey ditto 6, Mary Philby ditto 4
1731/32 Mary Filbe ditto 85

1732/33 William Filbey 23, George Filbey 8, Mary Filby 50.
1733/34 William Filbey 45

1734/35 George Fillbey 20, William Filbey 8

1735/36 George Filbey 12, William Fillbey 41
1736/37 William Filby 14

1737/38 George Fellbe(y) 59

1738/39 None

1739/40 William Philbey 22, George Philby/Phelbe 28
1740/41 George Philbe(y) 44, Richard Starton 5
1741/42 William Philby 19

1742/43 George Philbe 9, Thomas Philbe 5

So over this 16 year period:-

Mary caught 150 between 1727/28 and 1732/33 worth 3s.7 1/2d, George
202 between 1729/30 and 1742/43 worth 5s.1/2d, William 172 between 1732/33
and 1741/42 worth 4s.3d, and Thomas just 5 in 1742/43 worth 1 1/4d. It was
probably a way of helping the poor to supplement their income, so indicating that
these Filby’s were indeed poor. Possibly this practice ceased in Aston Clinton in
1742/43 as payments were not recorded after this date.

Mary nee Wells was the first wife of George, she died in 1743. George and
Mary married April 12, 1726 in Drayton Beauchamp, so it would seem that they
lived in Aston Clinton from at least shortly after their marriage. And Mary needed
to supplement the family income almost immediately. Thomas was a son of
George and Mary, but William has not yet been identified, but this does show that
there was at least one other Philby family in Aston Clinton from at least 1732/33.

We would like to thank Mike Dewey for his contribution to further our
research into the Philbey’s of Oxford, Sussex, Herts, Bucks and Berks, and
listings of Wills to add to our database. ~ Editor
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The website is constantly changing and being updated and at the moment
it contains just 34 pages and is just over 3.5 Meg in size, this means that there is
plenty of room for a lot more pages. So if anyone has any interesting stories,
photos or articles they would like to share then please get in touch, I would be
happy to receive them.

Finally, in last years Chronicle I asked a question about a “Richard John
Filbee.” I have since found out from the Australian army that he was not in
Singapore as previously thought, but was invalided out of the army early in 1940
so did not go to Singapore. We are still trying to find out what happened to him
after that date.

jim@filby.org.uk

GENEALOGY or FAMILY HISTORY by Jim Filby

Are you a Genealogist or are you a Family Historian? There is quite a distinction
between them, although I think most of us are a mixture of the two. Genealogy is
the study of our pedigree, which is our descent traced continuously from an ances-
tor. Whereas Family History is the finding out about what our ancestors did, how
history affected them and how they affected history.

I believe that I am more of a family historian than a genealogist; however,
having said that, genealogy or the family tree gives us the building block on
which to start and base our historical research. Which brings me to the real reason
for this article, I am at the moment trying to research and then write the history
about my uncle Arthur whom I never met, as he was killed during the first world
war in France on August 9™ 1918. I am being ably assisted in this research by
Ruth, my sister, and Wally, my brother.

We know from information in our possession where he was born and lived,
that he joined the Anglian Regiment and later transferred to the Tank Regiment,
that he was involved in the battle of Hamel and he is honoured on the VIS-EN-
ARTOIS war memorial in France. However, we have a lot of information missing
like: When did he join the two regiments? When was he first in France and what
were his movements? What was life like in the Tanks? And where exactly was he
killed?

Most of the Army records for the First World War were destroyed in an air
raid during the Second World War; most of these records were damaged by fire,
the majority that survived damaged by water. These surviving records have been
microfilmed and can now be viewed at the P. R. O. Kew. Only one small record
of Arthur survived, this was the details of his award of the “Military Medal”. How
do we find out more and where do we start? This is where real detective work
comes in.

Ruth, Wally and I decided the best place to start was in France, so we or-
ganised a long weekend visiting the old WWI battlefields, having as our base the
town of Amiens. We had a thoroughly enjoyable but sobering time, the weather
was extremely kind to us with the sun shining most of the time, which enabled us
to visit a vast number of battle fields and cemeteries.

From there we first of all visited the VIS-EN-ARTOIS war memorial,
where we found not only Arthur’s inscription but also those of one other Filby, of
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which Ruth took the details. It was a time of quiet reflection and quite sobering
especially considering the vast number of names engraved, this mood continued at
every war cemetery visited and also during our visits to preserved battlefields and
trenches.

However, our main objective was to find Hamel battlefield and if possible
where he died. This took us toa number of villages called Hamel and on the
second day we thought we had found where it was, but things did not ring true.
And during our talks on the second evening we found on the map a village called
Le-Hamel, which looked to be in the correct place so we decided to visit this the
next day. Success at last, we had found Hamel battlefield. The hill and trenches
looked almost impossible to take but it was, and to quote part of the inscription
on a plaque at the Australian War Memorial, on the hill that was taken outside
Le Hamel, which reads:

The Model Battle.

The attack began at 3.10am and caught the Germans by surprise. A storm of
shells crashed into their defences while the tanks and infantry moved swiftly
across the still dark fields and slopes.

In just 93 heroic minutes the objectives were achieved. About 2,000 enemy were
killed or wounded and more than 1,800 were captured, together with 177 machine
guns. Casualties in the attacking infantry were less than 1,000 — about 100 were
killed. Many of the participating infantry could not believe the ease of their suc-
cess. In previous attacks like Fromelies there had been nearly 2,000 killed for no
gains. Never before had ground been taken so easily with so few casualties and
with so many prisoners.

Needless to say there were many heroes that day including 77465 Gnr.
FILBY, JAMES ARTHUR. 8th Battn. Awarded M.M. The ease with which this
battle was won was due mainly to the way in which the tanks were used to sup-
port the infantry. This find brought about a successful conclusion to our visit to
France

We are still trying to trace Arthur’s movements during the war and where
exactly he was killed. This is not easy, as we do not have his records; the only
way is to trace the movements of the 8" Battalion Tank Corp. Two of the items
we can use for this research are the Army’s War Maps and the 8" Battalions War
Diaries both of which are held at the P.R.O. The War diaries are in a box, which
contains over a thousand foolscap sheets of hand written notes, which will take a
lot more than one visit by myself, with Ruth and Wally to obtain the information
that we are looking for.

The research continues, which will not only mean further visits to the
P.R.O. but also visits to the Tank Corp at Bovington and to the Royal Anglian
Regiment. In addition we may even have to visit France again, which I will be
looking forward to, as we all thoroughly enjoyed our first visit.

The idea behind all this is not to find our family lineage, but to look at the
history behind Arthur and his family, and what effect history played in their lives
and in turn how they affected history and ultimately our lives. In addition it will
be something that I can pass down to my descendants.
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Furthering My Research in 2003
by Molly Kuttner (Researcher)

More detail has been added to the following Trees:-
THOMAS WHEELAS (b.1799) and FANNY WHEELAS.
JOHN PHILBEY (b.1802) and CHARLOTTE BIGNAL.
FREEMAN FILBEY (b. about 1785) and ANN PHIPPS.

We continue to make more connections on the huge Tree headed WILLIAM
FILBY and MARY OAKLEY, which itself is a portion of the giant Tree of JOHN
FILBY “the elder taylor of Honingham”.

I am in the process of adding to ANNIE JANE and HENRY WARD’S
family. Annie Jane was the daughter of GEORGE FILBY and SUSANNAH
RUDD and sister of JOHN FAWCETT FILBY who has descendants in Australia.
Their daughter Miss Mavis Ward had correspondence with Ellsworth Filby in the
1960’s about her visit to Norfolk to discover her family roots, without the aid of a
car, and meeting several helpful people on the way, especially the clergy of these
villages (without any monetary charge being made.) She investigated our family
history back to the 13" century and was instrumental in getting permission for our
Association to use the Filby Coat of Arms.

Whether you can receive the History Channel on your TV or not, you
can win wonderful prizes. Interesting family history stories are wanted from
researchers. Entry forms are available from The Family History Project, The
History Channel, Grant Way, Isleworth, Middx. TW7 5QD, or fill in the form on
www.thefamilyhistoryproject.couk  The closing date is 29" February 2004.

The following Census dates may be useful to researchers:-
6 June 1841, 30 March 1851, 7 April 1861, 2 April 1871, 2 April 1881,
5 April 1891 and 21 March 1901.
The new Archive Centre at The Norfolk Records Office is now open;
The Norfolk Records Office, The Archive Centre, Martineau Lane, Norwich NR1
2DQ. Tel: 01603 222599 Fax: 01603 761885 Email: norfrec@norfolk.gov.uk

Website: http://www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk

. Web Talk ~ email to the editor
Dead or Alive? A Simple Test: You can tell if a supposed corpse is actually dead
by the following simple test.

Remove the body’s footwear and socks. Light a candle and when it is
burning well apply the flame to the tip of one of the large toes of the supposed
corpse. A blister will arise immediately and if the person is dead it will be filled
with air and will burst if the flame is applied a few seconds longer. If the person
is not dead it will be full of matter and will not burst if the flame continues to
be applied. The test should, of course, be applied before the undertaker is called.

J How To Tell If A Corpse Is Really Dead!

extract from a 19th century Australian Magazine

Extract from Family Tree Magazine April 2001




