Sue & Colin Rozario with
Sue’s children Hannah & Ben,
and her sister Helen.

Kathleen & Ray Boast with
Jenny & Kevin Rodriguez

Dr. Donald Barry and his wife Jill.
Dr. Don joined our team as Australasian
Correspondent in September 2002.

The Filby Asgociation

Hon. President: Leonard W.R. Filby
Downham Market, Norfolk, England.

Chronicle 2 0 03 New issue - No. 1

An organisation of people the world over with the surname of FILBY or its variants, FILBEY, FILBEE, PHILBY or

PHILBEY devoted to furthering the study of the name derived from the village of FILBY, Norfolk

in England—the genealogy of the various families with this name and the support of the Parish Church at Filby.

There are no annual dues or assessments but anyone desiring to help the Association through donations should

contact the Treasurer. Family data will be welcome, as research is encouraged on a hobby basis.
The Association is not incorporated and is a not-for-profit organisation.



Manager

Mary Filby

126 Bexwell Road,
Downham Market,
Norfolk.

PE38 9LJ

Secretary
Ruth Smith

2 Barrington Close,

Little Clacton,
Clacton on Sea,
Essex. CO16 9PN

Treasurer
Walter Filby

25 Warrington Rd;
Croydon, Surrey.
CRO 4BH

Researchers
Molly Kuttner
7 Alders Close,
Edgware,
Middlesex

HA8 9QQ

Sheila Filby

117 Malden Road,
Cheam, Surrey.
SM3 8QU

Marion Filby
22 Aldwark, York,
YO17BU

Editor

Marion Filby

22 Aldwark, York,
YO17BU

Web Master
James Filby

72, Appleton Road,

Blidworth, Notts.
NG21 0SQ

U.S.A./Canada
Correspondent
Donald R. Filby
P.O. Box 1073
Los Alamitos,
California 90720
U.S.A.

Australasian
Correspondent
Dr. Donald Barry
11 Toolara Circuit,
Ellen Groove,
Queensland 40778
Australia.

Page ~ Contents

Extract from P.W. Filby’s Own Obituary.

Late President’s family-by Jane Johnson / New President
Annual Message from our Manager - Mary Filby.
Secretary Ruth Smith Welcomes New Members.

Next ‘Filby’ Sundays / News from the Village of Filby.
Filby Association Website Launch - by Jim Filby.

Web Talk - from Members.

Post Box - Letters / Custodian II Report by W. Filby.
Financial Report 2002 / Treasurer’s Report - W. Filby.
10 How Things Have Changed - by Molly Kuttner.

11 Jill Barry’s Queensland Ancestors - by Dr. Don Barry.
12 Marion’s Research / Changes to B.M.D. Registration?
13 Dead Poets Corner.

14 News from USA - by Don Filby / Research by M. Kuttner
15 The Census Taker - Unknown.

16 In Memoriam / Retirement.

i.b.c. Celebratory Events

0.b.c. Photographs from Members.

O Co NN AN W N~

Dear Members,

I hope you enjoy reading this new format of our newsletter —
renamed ‘Chronicle’. If you have anything, which you think
may be of interest to our readers, news and views that you
would like to offer for future copies, I look forward to hearing
from you. Please send to me at the address shown or

email marion.filby@yvirgin.net

If you would prefer to receive future Chronicles via email
please contact our Website Manager for details

email jim@filby.org.uk

Should you choose to be removed from our mailing list please
inform our secretary, Ruth Smith at the address shown or
email ruth@filby.org.uk

Editor.

Introducing Dr. Donald Barry — (photo on back cover)

“Having recently taken over from Margaret Pitt, I would like
to express my appreciation to her for her past efforts on behalf
of the ‘Oz’ branch of The Filby Association.”

Dr. Don. was born on Christmas Day 1943 in Brisbane. He has
an honours degree in biochemistry, and studied for his
Ph.D. at the University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada where
he and his wife Jill were married. He returned 30 years ago,
and has since worked for the Queensland Dept. of Primary
Industries, the last 12 years in the Yeerongpilly Veterinary La-
boratory, as a veterinary haematologist and biochemist.

Congratulations to
Dr. Ivan Filby B.Sc., M.A., Ph.D.
On the award of his second Masters Degree in Collegiate Studies
at the University of Sheffield, England.

Announcing the engagement of
Alan William Filby and Jacqueline Campbell Mason
on 12th January 2003. The happy couple are to marry later this year.

Births, Marriages and Anniversaries... (Photographs on back cover)

Molly and Henry Kuttner were proud parents when their daughter
Sue Cook married Colin Rozario
at the Liongate Hotel, Hampton Court, Middlesex, on 21st September 2002.
The happy event was shared with 100 relatives and friends.

On Friday, 2nd August 2002
Kathleen (nee Filby) and Ray Boast celebrated their Golden Wedding,

a surprise party was arranged by their daughter Eileen at the Marriott Hotel,
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire; the same venue at which their granddaughter
Jennifer married Kevin Rodriguez on 31st August 2002.

Katy their daughter was born on 28th March 2002
a great-granddaughter for Kathleen and Ray.

Kathleen’s mother was one of our first members and the family have supported
our Association every year since.

The eldest son of Sheila Filby, one of our researchers,
Richard (Dick) Filby married Denise Landau on 13th July 2002
on Aspen Mountain, Colorado, USA
in a meadow, amidst the wild flowers and over 150
of their relatives and friends.

They will continue their careers all over the world in wildlife tourism,
and Dick with bird watching, Denise with skiing.
also
Announcing the birth of Isabella Filby on 10th April 2002
in Plymouth, to Gabbie and Paul.

Another granddaughter for Lloyd (Sheila’s stepson)
and a cousin for Edward and Charlotte,
children of Kate (Lloyd’s elder daughter) and Howard Watson.

Nigel Victor Filby and Christine Nora Jackson were married
on 17th February 2001, and are now living in New Zealand.
Nigel is the brother of Katrina Filby who, as one of many, recently enlisted our
help in the task of researching her family history.
Together they helped celebrate their father’s 80th birthday last year.
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In Memoriam

Velma Paules (nee Filbey) 26th December 1902 ~ 20th March 2002

(A dear friend whom I had never met, but knew very well ~ by Mary Filby)
Velma was born in 1902 in Wrightsville, Pennsylvania, USA, a small country
town. Her father was a painter and decorator and her mother was a seamstress.
Velma married Bob Paules in 1925 when she was 23; Bob at that time was a pat-
tern maker in metal and wood. Later they became farmers in Lancaster County,
she said “Not much money but very hard work”.

In 1959 they purchased a rustic cabin north of Wrightsville where they
lived in the summer, and wintered in their town house. Some thirty years after
Bob died, Velma sold the town house and moved into the cabin where she cared
for her wild flower garden and the animals. Everything she needed, food, heavy
loads of oil etc. had to be carried to the cabin on foot, as that was the only way to
get there, when this became too much for her she had to move into a care home.

I cannot recall when Velma first came onto the Association’s mail-
ing list, but having looked into her file, I find that she first wrote to Frederick
Filby here in England in March 1987. He was able to tell her from Ellsworth’s
research many details of her ancestors, and through them her present rela-
tions. Velma found cousins she did not even know existed and this delighted her
tremendously.

At the point of Velma coming onto the mailing list she was looking for an
English pen pal, and I became that at her request. Her letters were so interesting,
all about what she was doing in her garden and also what had happened in the
past. During the last year or so her letters ceased as she became frailer. Velma
wrote seasonal newsletters, mainly about nature and her strong Christian faith. I
know I am so much richer for having her as a pen pal, and her wonderful letters.

‘Phil’ Holden (Gladys Irene nee Filby) 9th July 1925 ~ September 2002
(My long time correspondent ~ by Ruth Smith)

When my letter to ‘Phil’ Holden in Canada did not receive a reply, I telephoned

her son, who informed me that his mother had died in September. I had met ‘Phil’

and her late husband Bert several times when they came over to the U.K.. The

last time she came over she stayed with me for a few days and we visited her

cousin whom she had not seen for many years. She will be sadly missed.

Announcing the death in 2002 of Dr. ElImer Hyam
of ‘Browfoot’, Nether Wasdale, Seascale, Cumbria, England.

The Venerable William Filby, Archdeacon of Horsham

for 19 years ~ Retired at the end of August 2002
The service of Thanksgiving was held in St. Mary’s Church, Horsham,
when the large congregation, choir, organ and brass ensemble
nearly raised the roof with the many hymns on that day.
William addressed our ‘Reunion’ service in 1991 at All Saint’s Church, Filby.
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Announcing the Death of our Honorary President
Percy William Filby FSG.
10th December 1911 ~ 2nd November 2002

Percy William (Bill) was born in Cambridge, Eng-
land in 1911, in his youth he played cricket, rug-
by, football and tennis, the latter well into his 70’s.
He was a chorister at Trinity College Cambridge, and
L] in 1927 joined the University Library taking a course
| in German, as well as becoming a member of the rare
"] books division, which became a major vocation in
later years.

In 1935 he became secretary and amanuensis to
Sir James Frazer, author of The Golden Bough and
later director of the University Scientific Laboratory
during the atomic period at Cambridge, and a member
of the University faculty.

In 1936 he married Nancie Elizabeth Giddens and there followed four
children, Ann, Jane, Guy and Roderick (Roddy). In 1940 after assisting scientists
in the development of radar he volunteered for the British Army, his knowledge
of German led to his transference to the British Intelligence Corps., as a member
of the cryptographic team at Bletchley, where ULTRA was broken. Throughout
most of World War II he was head of the German Diplomatic Section, rising to
the rank of captain. From 1943 the section broke the double additive system and
the one time pad system.

Following the war he joined the Foreign Office working in Cyprus, Ameri-
ca and Germany. After his divorce he married American Vera Ruth Weakleim
and in 1957 he emigrated to America where he returned to his library work at the
Peabody Institute Library, Baltimore, as librarian and assistant director. In 1965
he became librarian at the Maryland Historical Society and director in 1972. It
was there with the late Edward. G. Howard that he wrote the definitive study of
the Star-Spangled Banner correcting previous theories, which was hailed by the
New York Times as the most important work on the Banner.

His memberships included: National Genealogy Hall of Fame since Janu-
ary 1981, The Grolier Club, The Manuscript Soc. (President 1976-78), Baltimore
Bibliophiles (President 1964-66 & 1991-93), Bibliographical Soc. of America
(Council 1976-84) Typophiles, calligraphic and genealogy societies. He was
a Fellow of the Maryland Genealogy Soc., National Genealogy Soc., Manuscript
Soc., Utah Genealogy Ass., and London Society of Genealogists.

Having been American Correspondent of the Filby Association for many
years, he was made Honorary President in 1997. In 1998, Scholarly Resources,
publishers of Wilmington, Delaware awarded an annual prize of $1000 named the
‘Filby Prize’ to be awarded to a genealogical librarian. In 2000 the American
Society of Genealogists conferred its Certificate of Appreciation for his genealog-
ical publications.
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Hello to all the FILBY, FILBEE, FILBEY, PHILBY, PHILBEY’S from all
four children of your Late President ~ Mr. P. W. Filby.

Thank you for the many messages of sympathy received. My father’s wish was
that his ashes be brought back to the U.K. and placed with his parents at Great
Shelford, Cambridgeshire. The interment of his ashes will take place in the spring
when Vera, his widow can be present. A memorial service will be held at Chel-
tenham.

Jane, that’s me, my elder sister Ann, and brothers Roddy and Guy; all born
in Cambridgeshire, moved to North Harrow, Middlesex, and then to Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire in 1952 where we all grew up and chose our varied careers. We
all have a tremendous sense of humour and follow the Filby Association
with interest. I live in Cheltenham with my husband David Johnson; we are very
involved in amateur dramatics, spending much of our spare time rehearsing for
either musical or play, most recently “Mr. Cinders”, or gathering together cos-
tumes as wardrobe coordinator. My career was in the food trade, a bakery and
confectionery student originally; I branched out for a few years running a café
and catered for outside functions; I still enjoy making and decorating celebra-
tion cakes and love to pipe with royal icing. David and I are Trustees of our local
Community Church Hall.

Ann lives in Ontario, Canada with her family of four, Aarron, Delia, Iona
and Amanda, and husband Ward Chesworth whom she met at Manchester Univer-
sity. Ann’s big and possibly dearest thing she enjoys is writing, and is currently
writing a fictional story of Lady Jane Grey. She made a tremendous contribution
to the Girl Guide movement and produced a monthly magazine full of interesting
items, games, competitions and stories, which was distributed world wide. Ann is
a volunteer on the committee for Conserving Heritage in Ontario. Her website is
www.thetenthday.com

Roddy was thirty years in the Royal Navy and travelled the world, he is
currently the maintenance manager at Boston College for further Education. He
enjoys gardening and I must mention his love of ‘golf’. A great handyman, there
isn’t much he couldn’t put his hand to. He has two daughters from an earlier
marriage and now lives in Surfleet, Lincolnshire, with his wife Margaret and
daughter Anna.

Guy, the youngest of the Filby family is unmarried and lives in Gloucester-
shire. Most of his life he has been involved in the selling and maintaining of good
quality second hand cars. A keen golfer, loves snooker and clay pigeon shooting.

Honorary President
Our new Honorary President was duly elected in January, 2003.

Leonard W.R. Filby is a founder member of The Filby Association and husband
of our manager, Mary Filby. During the early years Len escorted Ellsworth
Filby, our Founder, in his search for *family’ and ancestors around East Anglia.
Since then he has supported Mary in her role as secretary, and more recently, as
manager, thus making the continuation of our Association’s work possible.
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THE CENSUS TAKER  ~ Unknown
It was the first day of the census, and all through the land;
The pollster was ready— a black book in hand.
He mounted his horse for a long dusty ride;
His book and some quills were tucked close by his side.
A long winding ride down a road barely there;
Toward the smell of fresh bread wafting up through the air.

The woman was tired, with lines on her face;
And wisps of brown hair she tucked into place.

She gave him some water —as they sat at the table;
And she answered his questions —the best she was able.
He asked of her children —Yes, she had quite a few;
The oldest was twenty, the youngest not two.

She held up a toddler with cheeks round and red;
His sister, she whispered, was napping in bed.
She noted each person who lived there with pride;
As she felt the faint stirrings of the wee one inside.
He noted the sex, the colour, the age,

The marks from the quill soon filled up the page.

At the number of children she nodded her head;
He saw her lips quiver for the three that were dead.
The places of birth she “never forgot”;
Was it Kansas? or Utah? or Oregon —or not?
They came from Scotland, of that she was clear;
But she wasn’t quite sure just how long they’d been here.

They spoke of employment, of schooling and such;

They could read some, and write some—though really not much.

When the questions were answered his job there was done;
So he mounted his horse and he rode toward the sun.
We can almost imagine his voice loud and clear;
“May God bless you all for another ten years.”

Now picture a time warp —it’s now you and me;
As we search for the people on our family tree.
We squint at the census and scroll down so slow;
As we search for that entry from long, long ago.
Could they only imagine on that long ago day;
That the entries they made would effect us this way?

If they knew, they would wonder at the yearning we feel;
And the searching that makes them so increasingly real.
We can hear if we listen the words they impart;
Through their blood in our veins and their voice in our heart.
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News from Don Filby (USA & Canada Correspondent)

Hello and a Happy New Year to all. A busy year where we have made new
strides, as you can see by the changed format of our newsletter, and where possi-
ble sent to you via the Internet. Please keep me advised of your email address
and your postal address to ensure its continued arrival. I thank those who
have been so gracious in helping my expenses by sending donations.

How a ‘Philby’ family search became a haunting four-year adventure...

In 1998 I received an inquiry about a Thomas Philby born in Lancashire,
UK about 1800, parents of a George Philby; the name of Lady Sylvania born in
the USA; the operation of a coal mine in Pennsylvania and Iowa, established a
well known musical troupe comprised of the whole Philby family. With no Philby
surnames in hand this was a tall order. Enquiries made did not materialize for me.

During my search I made contact with another Philby family and
was able to establish them as part of a new tree. From here I heard about a
‘Philby’, born at sea and named after the captain of a ship, there were other im-
portant points, but not enough of the puzzle to make a picture. I was looking for
the ‘coal mine’, ‘musical troupe’ and ‘Lady Sylvania’ but found nothing.

About a year ago I located a Philby family in the state of lowa who gave
me new information, but still there was a missing link. Then last September I was
contacted by an individual who told of his kin as being George Philby, and also
identified the ‘coal mine and musical troupe’. He further identified a book,
written by Milo Murphy about the ‘Philby Family’, called “The Birth and Demise
of Brazil”. Now Brazil, is Brazil, lowa and that is where all the pieces of the
puzzle came together.

I contacted Jim and Mary (Filby) in the UK, who established the correct
spelling and located the marriage certificate of George Philby and Elizabeth Shel-
ton. Our ‘Philby Tree of Brazil, lowa’ is growing larger and stronger. We have
introduced some of the individuals who had no knowledge of other kin.

God Bless to all, Don.

Molly Kuttner tells of her successful research
Once again we are very grateful to John D. Filby, of Leighton Buzzard, this
time for sending us copies of ten Wills, of the descendants of John Filby, the elder
taylor of Honingham. John has been very helpful to us with researching this Fam-
ily Tree, and as a result we have been able to make certain amendments before
putting the information onto our database. It has been of particular interest to me
being my own family tree. John has also made contact with the great grand-
daughter of his grandfather by a previous marriage in South Africa, Deanna
Ewing, who has sent John details of the descendants of William Filby, and John
will send us a copy of that new branch of his Tree when completed. (Deanna
joined our Association via our website.)

I have written or amended 15 Trees this year. John Filby of Honingham
being the largest, containing 522 individual family members and spanning 13
generations, which brings together branches headed by William/Elizabeth Moss,
William/Mary Oakley, John/Ann Fuller, Richard/Mary Softley, and Susan/Miles
Filby. Perhaps some of you will recognise these names.
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A Message from our Manager, Mary Filby

We were all saddened by the death of Percy William Filby, not
just because he was our Honorary President, but also because he
was a very dear friend whom we all knew as ‘Bill’. He contributed
a great deal to the Filby Association over many years and will be
long remembered.

I wish to record my thanks and yours to Molly Kuttner
for the wonderful newsletters that she has produced for us during the past six
years. Molly felt that she would now like to rest from being ‘Editor’ and concen-
trate on family research. We have been fortunate in that Marion Filby is willing
to take over, and as you can see has changed the format, which I hope you like
and enjoy reading.

Thanks also go to the officers of our Association for all their work and
endeavours over the past year. We have gone from strength to strength and new
members have been recruited, many through Jim’s website, but more about that
later. Unfortunately, Margaret Pitt has ceased to work for us in Australia
and New Zealand, and we thank her for all she has done. However, we
have again been fortunate in that a correspondent of Molly’s has been able, and
indeed willing to take over from Margaret, and so we welcome Dr. Don Barry.

Whilst in the mood for thanking people, there are two couples in Filby
Church that I would especially like to mention, Vivien and Martin Moore, and
Peter and Ann Chapman. They have been most helpful to me over the years, and
I don’t know how I would have managed without them keeping me abreast of all
the local news. I would also like to thank David Thompson MBE, and his wife
Doreen who have always been keen supporters of The Filby Association,
right from day one. I just cannot name everyone, but I would thank all those who
greet us with kindness on our visits. It is good to see everyone again, but I also
remember many of those no longer with us, who did the same in years past.

As I have mentioned before, Frederick Filby left so many little notes in
pencil on scraps of paper, and I have been trying to get these typed up. Some
thought me mad to attempt this; recently Don Filby in the USA required help on
a family tree. Jim searched our data and found nothing, he forwarded the request
to me. The details ‘rang a bell’ so Ilooked on my computer at Fred’s notes and
found the family in details taken from a census page. However, the reason why
Jim couldn’t find the family, was that when Fred obtained the marriage
certificate of the ‘parents’, the clerk who wrote the copy out for him had made an
error in one letter. Fred thinking this to be correct put that same spelling on all
our records. To be sure, I rang the registrar, who confirmed that the certificate
was indeed incorrect. Jim corrected the names and found the rest of the family in
question.

I am still able to offer tiepins, pins and key rings as shown in the last news-
letter, 10mm Pin £6.27, 20mm Pin £7.77, Tie Clip £7.77, Key Ring £8.77
Also “Filby” Ties 9.27 maroon or navy, are still available at last year’s price for
the UK, but anyone ordering in other currency should check at their bank, as ex-
change rates are always changing. (Cheques payable to ‘Mary Filby’) Thanks.
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Filby “In Bloom” 2002 £ A

7 rd
\(CE
Over the past few years I have reported to you on the & e “
excellent efforts the folk of Filby village have taken over
the “In Bloom” competitions and their rewards. This year they
have excelled themselves, as I list the many awards handed to them you can only
guess how much hard work they put into this. I received the full list from Mr.
Adrian Thompson, Chairman of the “In Bloom” committee, and who him-
self won a personal award from the Royal Horticultural Society, Britain
in Bloom commendations 2002 given for “the individual to have made the great-
est personal contribution to the campaign”.
Filby Village received:
The Britain in Bloom Village (under 600 residents) —with an RHS Gold Medal
Yarmouth in Bloom Village Winners.
From “Anglia in Bloom” competition they received six awards as follows:
Thompson and Morgan Small Plants Trophy—for Best in Bloom.
British Sugar Foundation Trophy—for Our Pond Project ~Bronze.
Frinton Chamber of Commerce —for Best Overall Entry.
Smith and Pinching Insurance Brokers Trophy—Premier Group One.
County Mulch Award —for The Best Local Authority Display.
Cleanaway Trophy ~ Best School Project —Filby got a Certificate of Merit.

Secretary Ruth Smith (nee Filby)...... Welcomes New Members

Barbara Ralph, Mere, Wiltshire. Grace Filby, Reigate, Surrey.

Martin Filby, Chelmsford, Essex. Geoff. Philbey, Chingford, London.
Russell Filby, Bristol. Major Shawn D. Filby, Hawaii, U.S.A.
Mrs. Susan Ward, Doncaster. Kylie Filbee, Hawera, New Zealand.

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Filby, France. Thomas Filby, Woodbridge, Suffolk.
Susan Walker. Arkansas, U.S.A. Mrs. J. Love, Southminster, Essex.

Bev. Ryland, Banbury, Oxon. Tony Filbee, Hull, East Yorkshire.

Mr. & Mrs. Nigel Filby, Auckland, New Zealand. (photo on back cover)

Mr.R.G. Filby, Acle, Norfolk. Don Laurenson, Hamilton, New Zealand.
Scott M. Filbey, Indiana, USA. Mr. & Mrs. C.M. Sefton, Beccles, Suffolk.

David G. Filby, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. Mr. Justin Filby, Thetford, Norfolk
(If I have missed anyone out I do apologise.)

I would like to offer you all a warm welcome to our ‘family’. Don’t forget that
we are always pleased to have items of family news or anything of interest to put
in the Chronicle. Mary also keeps books for our records, which she takes along to
our ‘Gatherings’ every year, when many sit down to read and enjoy the items
therein. If anyone would like to help in any way, please get in touch with me.

We have had quite a few new members via our website and other sources.
I always look through the visitor’s book at Filby Church to see if any new ‘Filbys’
have signed since my last visit, I then make contact where possible. Our Church
Board also leads to people writing to me, and joining us on our ‘Filby Sundays’.
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we may have to make do with the shortened form minus addresses, occupa-
tions and ailments, which are of great help in locating family records. These
records would only become fully open after “100 years”. (The Government
have obviously considered the requests made by the genealogical community for
a reduction of “closure” to 50, or at least 75 years, and acted accordingly!)

Death registration may be made, as now by a close relative, and
also by “life partners”. Marriage records will include the birth dates rather than
the ages and the names and occupations of both of their parents. As any record
reaches 100 years since the event, it will become a “historic” record and will be
open to the public, as per current census records. Eventually the need for paper
records is intended to be phased out and the only record will be a computer
record (a very dangerous premise as many of us know). The cost of one paper
certificate that lasted the life of an individual would then be replaced by countless
fees for access!

A public meeting to discuss the White Paper was very hostile to many of
its proposals but greatly supported the increased access to older records,
50% suggested 75 years closure and 46% 100 years. The meeting was also told
that Church records too would be closed for 100 years! Some argued that
there should be a shorter closure for death certificates as the person was no
longer living. The Government responded that although the 1837 act was that
the records should be open to the public, it was acting on modern concerns over
privacy and fraud.

Epitaph written for Charles I A Scurrilous epitaph to Frederick,

at his request, by Lord Rochester. Prince of Wales, son of George II, who
was allegedly killed by a tennis ball.
Here lies our Sovereign Lord the King, HANOVERIAN DEATH
Whose word no man relied on, Here lies Fred,
Who never said a foolish thing Who was alive and is dead;
And never did a wise one Had it been his father
To which the King added;- I had much rather.
The matter is easily accounted for, Had it been his brother
My words were my own, Still better than another.
My actions were my ministers. Had it been his sister
No-one would have missed her.
Time was when I stood Had it been the whole generation
Where thou dost now, Still better for the Nation;
And viewed the dead as thou dost me, But since ‘tis only Fred

Who was alive and is dead,
There’s no more to be said.

E’re long thou’lt be as low as I,
And others stand and look at thee.




Page 12
In my capacity as one of the research team: sy Marion Filby (Editor)

As this is only my second year as a researcher, I am still finding my way around
the Filby Association files and directories. Whilst searching for names of indi-
viduals, dates of birth, marriage, death and many Wills on record, I have devel-
oped an insight into the lives of many Filby families. This in turn often triggers a
clue, which links one family tree to another, thus building on our Master Tree.

To date I have assisted eight members in their quest to find more Filby
ancestors to add to their growing family tree. Most of our new members come via
our website, which in turn introduces new data to add to our records.

I have use of 131 of the Association Trees on CD-ROM, some are com-
bined to give 72 “Family Tree Maker” files containing 6,500 names. An impres-
sive figure put together by our dedicated founders and researchers over the years.
Jim Filby in the U.K. and Ray Filby in the U.S.A. each hold a Master Tree for
security. There is much more data on computer and on paper, which is continually
being updated by our officers, this has yet to be compiled onto trees and eventual-
ly collated. We still have to add the ‘Ellsworth’ Trees to the Master file that Don
Filby, in the USA is currently working on.

Proposed Changes in the Registration of
Bil‘th, Marriage and Death by Jim Blakeley (Fellow Researcher)

Births, Marriages and Deaths areto be linked to provide a complete record.
It is possible that divorce records may also be added. This would provide a
“through life” record. This would of course be of great assistance to family
history researchers - how often do we search for these links. The intention is to
use birth dates rather than ages on all records, which will help even more.
Wrong details can also be corrected - which they cannot at present.

Registration of events at sea or abroad will not be changed but will be
entered on the central database upon return of the records to the U.K. Initially
the records of the past 70 years will be added as soon as practicable “so that
they may be accessed by approved users”. The Government believes
that this could be accomplished within five years, however, when it is
completed remains to be seen.

Now the bad news! Users will pay an access charge, but it is said that
it will be less than the current charge for a certificate. At present anyone can
purchase a copy certificate of any event found in the indexes, and obtain all of
the information on that certificate. In future, the Government intends to allow
some information to remain in the public domain but intends to restrict other
information as “confidential”.

The full information will only be available to the individual themselves
or to their families and to “approved users”. Other applicants will receive a
shortened form with “restricted items” such as all addresses, occupations and
cause of death. Depending on whether someone researching their family will
be included in “families” (above) is unclear but knowing this Governments
dedication to “open access of records” (according to them) it would seem that
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I would especially like to mention the running costs of the Association; the
cost of printing and posting the Chronicle goes up every year. Now that we
have the website as well as the board in the Church, we are getting more mem-
bers, which is good. The officers, including the researchers, all give their time
freely, and except for large expenses, rarely claim anything for items that they
have to buy, even though they could. The website is at present paid for by Jim
Filby, but this will not always be the case.

As we have no ‘Annual Subscription” we rely solely upon ‘Donations’,
which are gratefully received. This is not only true in the U.K., but also of our
USA / Canada and Australasian Correspondents and many others who help.
(For USA and Australia please make cheques payable to the individual con-
cerned, and/or for donations in the UK to ‘The Filby Association’ ¢c/o W. Fil-
by, Treasurer). We appreciate that some of our members cannot afford dona-
tions, but any sent are very welcome as costs are continually rising.

Our next ‘Filby Sunday’ at All Saint’s Church, Filby, Norfolk,
will be on 6th July 2003 at 2.30 pm.

Do come along, introduce yourselves to us and meet new friends. Have a look
through our files and laptop information for your lost ancestors. Perhaps you
could bring along a copy of your family tree to add to our records.

Our next ‘Reunion’ at All Saint’s Church, Filby, Norfolk,
will be on 4th July 2004 at 2.30 pm.

Reunions are every third year and are better attended than Sunday Service,
as we renew friendships with many of our overseas visitors. On these occasions
we are served delightful refreshments in the Church Hall, kindly put on by the
ladies of Filby Church. Again, all our records are available for you to see.

More About All Saint’s Church, Filby by Mary Filby.

At the end of July 2002, the Reverend Joanna Anderson left All Saint’s Church,
Filby after being there for the last seven years, she has not moved to another
parish, but is teaching special needs children.

As no doubt you know each parish of the Church of England has a Parish
Share (formerly known as Quota) to pay to the diocese. In these difficult times
many of the parishes are not able to pay their share in full, and the majority of
parishes in the Filby group are not able to do this. All Saint’s at Filby, in fact was
not able to pay £4,000 of their share of £8,500.

The Church authorities have said that they cannot afford to put a rector
into the parishes now, but after a meeting with the Bishop, the diocese has agreed
that a priest in charge of the parishes can be given a three year term, provided
that the parishes do their best to pay the Parish Share in full. The churchwardens
have had to sign a letter stating that they will try their best to pay in full over the
next three years, but this is a huge sum to find.
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Our Website Launch .......
~ One Year On! By Jim Filby, (Website Manager)

Last year we took our first tentative step into the Internet era,
launching our website ‘www.filby.org.uk’ with a single page,
quickly written. This remained untouched until the middle of
the year when a few technical problems were overcome. We
then progressed on to a multi-page interactive site starting with the Home page
and Contacts page.

The Contacts page has been very successful, through it we have made
many friends and helped some in researching their family history. When I
receive a query, I immediately acknowledge receipt by email and forward a copy
of their query to our manager and secretary, and if the contact is from abroad, to
our correspondent in that country. They will deal with it, or ask someone else and
inform me when it has been answered; I thus ensure that all are answered. In
the year 2001 we had 7 contacts, so far in 2002 we have had 21 contacts, which
not only creates still more work for our very busy officers, it also adds to our
growing membership.

Within the year 2002 - Wow!! From the above humble beginnings of our
website, we have progressed further with pages containing; ‘History of the Asso-
ciation’, ‘Early Filby Family History’, the ‘Origin of the Filby Name’, a piece
on ‘Early Parish Records’, a ‘Photo Album’, ‘Filbys Abroad’, ‘Filby Coat of
Arms’, ‘Other Websites’ and a ‘Can You Help?’ page. A total of eleven pages,
which I hope makes the site interesting and informative.

In June of 2002, I found my Uncle Arthur’s medals, which I had mislaid,
these include: Victory Medal 1914-19, British War Medal 1914-20 and the
Military Medal awarded posthumously in 1918. This made me think it would be
nice if we had a ‘Roll of Honour’ on our site to remember those of our family
who bravely gave their lives. After a lot of legwork, ‘phone calls and internet
surfing I found 72 names of those who died during WW1 (45) and WWII (27)
which includes one American ally. However, there was one name on one of our
trees, a “Richard John Filbee, missing in action 1942 aged 28, with the Australian
Forces in Singapore”, unfortunately, I have been unable to find any further evi-
dence of this person. If there is anyone who does have further information about
him, please get in touch so that I can add his name to the ‘Roll of Honour’.

Further, in August we decided to enter our website for the GOONS (Guild
of One Name Studies) Website Award 2002, judging started in October. Since
that decision a vast amount of work, researching, typing etc has been undertaken.
The website now has so much in it that it is impossible in this issue to describe
all that it contains. Suffice to say that itnot only contains articles pertinent to
the Filby family, like a typical tree, but also articles for all who are interested in
genealogy, including a genealogic time line. So if you can visit the site, [ am sure
there will be something of interest for all.

We are continually updating the site and adding new articles, if anyone
has something they would like to share, old photos, stories etc., I would be happy
to hear from you. Any old photos that you would like returned can be digitised,
then returned to you via secure mail to ensure that they arrive safely.
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On to Wymondham Abbey with its Filby connections. As a service was
going on, we walked round outside and found one Filby grave with names almost
obliterated by ‘time’. A chart has been erected in the churchyard showing a plan
of the ancient abbey, destroyed during Henry VI1II’s reign.

Then on to Honingham where my 8 times great-grandfather John the elder
taylor lived and where I was born. My own family lived there from 1920-35 in a
then modern rented cottage, and now in the 21st century it has all modern
facilities, perhaps the home of another city worker. Where have all the farm
workers gone? To the city and the city workers to the country?

Now on to Letheringsett, where great-grandfather John William Filby,
Senior, farmed, and since my visit in 1988 this Georgian farmhouse has been
turned into a pub. After that disappointment we drove to Hunworth where John
William, Junior, farmed; his family included my mother Dorothy. This farm-
house is not occupied by a farmer either.

Then to Baconsthorpe, where the farmhouse of my great Uncle Richard
King has been converted into a very attractive restaurant, serving home cooked
meals, and in the warmer weather one can eat in the pretty garden. What a pleas-
ure it was to enjoy the atmosphere of the house while eating a delicious Iunch.

On our way back to Hethel we stopped at Swardeston church, where Nurse
Edith Cavell worshipped, and her father was the vicar. Monday morning we
drove back to London via Tyrrells Wood on the Suffolk border, where in 1988
Sue had had trees planted in memory of her granny, a fitting end to our family
trail.

My wife Jill’s ‘Filby’ connections: by Dr. Don Barry (Oz Correspondent)

Jill Claire Barry (nee Crimmin), born 1942 in Rockhampton. Whose mother Jes-
sie Myrise Crimmin (nee Blanche/Filby) was a daughter of Frank Filby of Ridge-
lands near Rockhampton, formerly of Grenfell, NSW. Frank was a son of
William Boswell Filby and grandson of the mysterious Thomas Boswell Filby.
Frank adopted his mother Maries’s maiden name, Blanche, when he moved to
Queensland in about 1907. Frank’s father, William Boswell, was the only
son of Thomas Boswell Filby and Mary Ann Tree who married in Sydney in
1842. I know some of you are descendants of Thomas Boswell Filby and are
aware of the ‘blank wall” we have struck with respect to his fate after 1843 when
his son was born.

On a personal note, I met Jill when she was head secretary at the Physiolo-
gy Dept., University of Queensland, she came to join me in Winnipeg where we
married in 1970. We returned to Queensland and have two daughters, Megan
Winham born 1974 who married Stephen Lonergan and Shauna born 1975, who
lives with her partner, Shane Stephenson.

Jill’s aunt, Rua Petersen (nee Filby), the sole surviving member of her gen-
eration of Queensland / NSW Blanche-Filbys, turned 99 last October. She is the
second daughter of Frank, son of William Boswell Filby. Her family hope to stage
a 100th birthday celebration in 2003!
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How Things Have Changed by Molly Kuttner (Researcher)

I made a weekend trip to Norfolk last spring with my two daughters, Sue and Hel-
en, who had declared an interest in seeing some family haunts. We first headed
for the Norwich Record Office, but had little luck searching the very old
parish records. I am looking forward to the opening of the new Record Office
outside the city where the environment should be more pleasant to work in and
the car parking much easier.

We found a very comfortable guest house at Hethel in a converted barn
on a defunct farm, where a cheerful housewife looked after us very well. Her
sitting room was well stocked with books on Norfolk and other memorabilia to
which I could relate. There was an American couple staying with her; the husband
had been stationed at Old Buckenham during the war. Isn’t that where James
Stewart, the film star, had been a commander?

Having lived with my family through the war years near Hethel airfield, I
told our hostess about how things were in the 1940’s. How we watched the bomb-
ers flying out on their missions and better still, coming home. How thankful those
returning crews must have felt to look down on our village again. During one
school holiday I joined some Land Army girls “dropping” potatoes; this was done
by hand. On one payday they smuggled me into the Forces canteen in Wymond-
ham (a converted cinema) with my plaits pushed up under my ‘tammy’.

Back to the present—Our first evening we ate very well at a modernised
“Bird in Hand” in Wreningham, a great change in the décor from the pub of the
old days. Saturday we drove to Norwich again to seek our ancestors in the 1901
Census held in the Heritage Centre at the Millennium Library. This very tall
building fronted with glass stands by the City Hall dwarfing St. Peter Mancroft
church. St. Peter’s wonderful peal of bells was often broadcast on Christmas Day.

After a quick sandwich we drove on to Kirby Bedon where both sets of my
grandparents had lived from about 1900 onwards. I think one grandfather worked
for the other at Stud Farm. We strolled round the village and found the farm well
maintained, and the farmhouse smarter than on the old photos I had seen. The
spruce looking farm cottage once rented by a farm worker, is probably now
owned by a city dweller. Then to the church of St. Mary to look for family graves
amongst thousands of daffodils; the ruin of St. Andrew’s stands nearby.

Sunday morning we left Hethel for neighbouring Stanfield (too small to be
called a village), where we lived during the war in a big house split in two. Each
local family was issued with a Morrison air raid shelter, which was made of iron
and shaped like a huge table. When the air raid siren went we crawled in and lay
on mattresses and tried to avoid bumping our heads on the iron roof.

This house had once been the home of James Rush (according to the 1881
Census), hung for the murders of the Jermys at Stanfield Hall in 1848. As a child,
although I was scared of the dark at times, [ don’t recall associating my fear
with that event. 1 only heard it mentioned once and I think my parents shielded
us from it. This house too has been smartened up and a 7ft. wall built right across
our lovely front garden, where the birds nested in the trees, which were covered
with rambler roses and honeysuckle.
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A lot of time and effort is given by a number of people to develop a page
and to check its content before publishing on to the site. This is to ensure that the
contents are correct, that any person or family that is mentioned have given per-
mission for it to be published, and to ensure that we do not cause anyone emotion-
al distress by publishing defamatory information about them or their relations. I
would therefore like to pass on my thanks to all those who have helped me.

There was a local History Group event in the village (Wembury, D-“A

South Devon) last year, which was well attended and although it’s main focus
was on connections with families who had moved from this area to settle in Aus-
tralia, other research was displayed.

I showed a display of my line going back to Samuel Filby and Elizabeth
(Whitworth) m. 1764, and then notionally back to Nicholas ffylbye and Elizabeth
(Gobbert) m. 22nd October 1544 at Dickleburgh.

It was interesting to find a connection within the village. A cousin, Anne
Cameron who lives in Halifax, Canada, has connections with families who live in
the village.

There is also a sad tale that I am trying to untangle. My great grand-
mother’s youngest sister married an Irish railway worker in Essex and had a
family of three young children when she died soon after giving birth to the fourth.
There is nothing I can find after that. What would a young Irish labourer have
done with his young family?

Web Talk ~ enails 1o the editor-

Peter Filby from Plymouth, England writes:

Susan Walker from Arkansas, USA writes:

I am forty years old, and Iwas born with a genetic liver disorder called
Hereditary Fructose Intolerance (HFI). Basically, it is an inability to tolerate
sugars, primarily fruit sugars. Both parents have to be carriers of the gene, my
mother is a Filby, therefore, some Filbys up or down my line have to have it.

Babies are affected the worst, simply they cannot tell you what is making
them sick. Therefore, babies die if parents and doctors are not quick enough to
figure out what the mystery illness is. In the old days most babies were fed on
breast milk, which does not contain the sugars found in the formulas that are cur-
rently used. Today formula milk is used more often, this can contain the sugars
which HFI babies are not able to handle, and they may die. I wish to spare the
parents of a sick baby from having to suffer the death of an infant.

A little information might help someone. Today, there is far more
knowledge and information about the disorder, there are some very good web
sites. Try...http://www.bu.edu/aldolase/HF1/hfitest

I grew up without information. I would love to know if any other Filbys
have this disorder, or mystery illness that they cannot eat sugars. You can email

me at..... SdwS9@aol.com
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%% Post Box Mary Edwards (nee Filbey)

from Hampshire writes;
“ was reading the 2002 newsletter and wondering
why, since I knew no-one mentioned in it, when I saw the item;
‘Seen at the Air Force Memorial, Runnymede, the name of Pilot Officer
Ronald Harry Filbey of 426 (Royal Canadian Air Force) Squadron,
R.A.F. Volunteer Reserve, who died 3rd January 1944’
Although my half brother was English, he joined the Canadian Squadron because
they took men a year younger than the R.A.F. He was 23 when he was killed over
Berlin, although two of his crew did survive. He was a wireless operator and flew
in Lancaster planes.

He was awarded the 1939/45 Star, Aircrew Europe Star, Defence Medal
and War Medal. His name is on the Runnymede Memorial because he has no
known grave, but he is also commemorated in several other places. He appears in
the Book of Remembrance at St.Clement’s Dane Church, which is the R.A.F
Church by the Law Courts in Fleet Street. He is one of the two names on the me-
morial tablet in Spencer’s Wood Church, near Reading, which is the Parish
church for Three Mile Cross, where our father was village post master and kept
the village shop. I put a memorial to him in the Filby Church Book of Remem-
brance, and a cross for him put in the Field of Remembrance at Westminster last
November—so he is not forgotten. (He is also on our website Roll of Honour- Editor)

&
—
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Custodian II Project—Report 2002 by Wally Filby.

Besides all the Filby family trees that Jim in the UK and Raymond in America are
compiling into the Family Tree Maker program, we are also compiling a database
of records using the Custodian II database. This is a special database designed to
keep records from a number of different sources, which include birth, marriage
and death records, census returns, family tree files, parish records and many more.

We started this project a couple of years ago to put all written records held
by Mary our manager, into this database program. At the moment we have 3 sep-
arate databases, the first holding all the family tree information, this is being com-
piled by Jim and Ray and contains more than 6,000 names being held on family
trees. A search for any name will tell us which tree or trees the name is in.

Of the two other databases that we are compiling, one is for holding all the
“F” spelling information and the other all the “PH” spellings.

In the “F” spelling database I have already completed all 4,168 names of
British birth records. I have put all the marriage records that I hold, over 2,900
entries into the database. I still have to collect entries from 1991 to December
1999 from the PRO in London and add those before I start on the death records.

Also in the “F” spelling database I have put the whole of the 1881 British
Census Returns - 794 names, and the 1851 Census for Devon, Warwick and
Norfolk - 207 names. The main index of the database at the moment contains over
13,500 names. In the “PH” spelling database we have only completed birth
records - 1,084 names. This project is ongoing and will take many years to
complete - it is hoped eventually to combine all three databases into one large
database. All these records are available to see at our annual “Filby Sundays”.
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Financial Report ~ Filby Association Accounts 2002

Reserve Account
Balance as at 1st January 2002 £751.38
Income Bank Interest £0.93
Expenditure £0.00
Balance as at 30th November 2002 £752.31
Current Account
Balance as at 1st January 2002 £242.69
Income Donations £389.56
For Ties etc. £106.01
Total £495.57
Expenditure  Print 2001 newsletter £139.00
Postage of newsletter £ 73.77
To Mary / Pins etc £ 51.78
Total Expenditure £264.55
Excess of Income over Expenditure £231.02
Balance as at 30th November 2002 £473.71

Balance sheet as at_30th November 2002
Reserve Account £752.31
Current Account £473.71
Accumulated fund at 30th November 2002 £1.226.02

Treasurer’s Report 2002

This is my first year as Treasurer and in order to get accounts into
the Chronicle I have completed them up to the end of November
instead of the end of December, I intend to continue this in future.

I would like to thank all those who have sent donations to
“The Filby Association” during the year, two donations totalling
£100 were sent specifically in order to get the new Chronicle off the ground and
they wish to remain anonymous, this will be complied with.
Below I name all those who have contributed;

Mr.& Mrs. Trumble, Walkerton, W. Sussex. Mr.& Mrs. H. Irving, London.

Angela & Robert Ashley, Canada. Mr. H.W. Filby, Cambridge.

Nevin & Mary Filby, Victoria, Australia. Russell Filby, Norwich, Norfolk.

Katrina Filby, Abingdon, Oxfordshire . Mr. E.G. Filby, Hilgay, Norfolk.

Mr.& Mrs Ralph, Mere, Wiltshire. Alan & Marion Filby, York.

C.H.& B. Filby, Sherbourne, Dorset. Ron & Kath Filby, Doncaster.

Mr. D. Filbey, Selsdon Vale, Surrey. Mr.& Mrs. D. Johnson, Cheltenham.
Mr.& Mrs. R. Boast, Wingfield, Norfolk. Mr.& Mrs. Southgate, Westcliffe on Sea, Essex
Mr.& Mrs. C.J.G. Filby, Billinghurst, W. Sussex.

I also received a £50 donation from our Late President, which arrived after I heard
the sad news. I send my thanks and sincere condolences to his family.

Donations to Donald R. Filby, USA— From Mrs. Edith Christiansen, Mrs. Beverly Filbey,
Mr. Owen Dean Filbey, Mrs. Mary Weymeller and Mrs. Lois Filbey.
(I apologise for anyone I may have missed off)

Wally Filby, Treasurer.



